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Przemysław Waingertner

PREFACE

The history of the past several centuries in Central and Eastern Europe is filled with intense political, social and cultural upheavals. In fact, the region saw numerous emerging civilisational currents of various kinds and natures, including a religious, political and cultural ones. The specific ethnic composition of East Central Europe gave rise to the fact that this corner of Europe became a melting pot characterised by cultural exchange and a source of original political solutions (suffice to mention the unique political system of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth), but also the theatre of numerous and sometimes intense military conflicts.

The 20th century plays a special role in the rich history of Central and Eastern Europe, as a period marked by the stigma of two World Wars, the rise and fall of totalitarian systems, as well as dynamic technological development, which saw a profound transformation of social life on a global scale. Central and Eastern Europe was particularly badly affected by the traumatic events of that period as a theatre of military conflicts which resulted in the map of the Old Continent being redrawn several times, as well as ideological disputes, the catalyst for which was the rise of Nazism in Germany and Soviet brand of communism.

From the point of view of Poland, the 20th century was a period of turbulent changes. The collapse of the partitioning powers in the wake of World War I enabled the restitution of Polish statehood. The rebuilt Polish state, however, could not achieve optimal conditions for growth, constantly struggling with challenges generated by the global economic situation and internal problems, ultimately – after just only two decades – becoming the first war theatre of the largest armed conflict in the history of humankind. In spite of the fact that Poland was among the victorious Allies, the end of World War II brought about the loss of sovereignty of the Polish state, which found itself in the Soviet sphere of dominance; however, the final decades of the 20th century saw the decline of the power of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the peaceful transformation of Poland into a republic with a democratic rule led to a renewed alliance with Western countries, which was sealed by the admission of Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation in 1999.

We would like to invite you to read the monograph prepared by several authors – a compendium detailing the place and role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th century, as well as Polish visions. This publication is intended to supplement the project publication series entitled Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th Century, which comprises, inter alia, the monographs on Eastern European Order in the Polish Political Thought of the 20th Century, Poland’s Relations with Southern Neighbours in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th Century, or Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th century. Economic aspects.

This monograph encompasses three texts. The first of them is Dr. Karol Dziuda’s analysis entitled Studies on the vision of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in Polish geopolitical, economic, civilisational and cultural concepts in the 20th century. Assumptions, scope and circumstances. It is followed by a study by Dr. Michał Andrzejczak, entitled The state of the research on the issue of vision of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th century. The final text, entitled Polish culture as an aspect of rebirth and independence of Poland in the first half of the 20th century, was written by Dr. Karolina Wolska-Pabian. The first of the presented papers takes into consideration the historical, social and international circumstances, which should be taken into account by researchers who embark or continue their scientific journey in the field of prospects for the development of Poland’s role in the region in the 20th century. These conditions also constitute the foundations of the research and development project, which resulted in the above mentioned publishing series. This text is therefore a guide to the issues faced by a researcher whose theoretical work focuses on Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe as seen from the point of view of Polish thinkers, as well as on a multifaceted approach to the history of those relations, culture and economic aspect perceived from an international point of view.

The author of the second analysis discusses the state of research on Polish political thought in the 20th century. He also makes an attempt to determine to what extent the results of these achievements correspond to the actual realisation of the concept of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in this period. In this paper the reader may find references to an extensive subject literature on economic, geopolitical, civilisational and cultural reflections throughout history. The author paid particular attention to the development of the field of research on domestic political thought in almost all its categories. The author starts his review of the literature offering an in-depth analysis of the subject in question from general studies, then moves on to monographs, listing them according to the categories of political thought and the ideological provenance of the subject of this thought. The paper also emphasises the great achievements in research on Polish political thought, as well as points to issues which require further in-depth research efforts.

The final sketch presents an outline of the development of various spheres of culture in the reborn Polish state. The introduction to this issue is the subject of the condition of Polish culture in the period of the Partitions, preceded by a short preface concerning the political and cultural situation on Polish soil at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. The author spins a narrative that takes into account the issue of new views on art, which flourished in the late 19th century and greatly impacted Polish intellectuals. She then paints a picture of Galicia, an area that constitutes an important element of the history of Polish culture, and finally lists the places where the greatest cultural and artistic development took place in the first decades of the 20th century. In this part of the argument, the author also touches upon the issue of culture and art in Warsaw. As far as the culture of the interwar period is concerned, she focuses on three thematic areas. These include: 1) culture and art after regaining independence; 2) culture and cultural institutions in the Second Republic; 3) press, radio, film, theatre, literature and artistic achievements in the interwar period. The paper concludes with a list of archives and museums, which is of great importance for young researchers.

In addition, an extensive bibliography and biographical notes of the authors were added to the publication.

***

This work is one of the results of the research project The Electronic platform for the Transfer of Knowledge and Source Materials: Visions of Poland’s Role in Central and Eastern Europe in Geopolitical, Economic, Civilisation and Cultural Concepts in the 20th Century. In addition to the innovative electronic educational platform (EPTW), which offers a broad catalogue of dictionary notes and source materials, it also encompasses publication of a number of analyses concerning Polish political thought and the order in Central and Eastern Europe. The project is carried out with a view to using the published results of research and works by researchers and students, educational institutions, non-governmental institutions undertaking research and educational activities, as well as representatives of public administration and opinion-forming circles.








Karol Dziuda

STUDIES ON THE VISION OF POLAND’S ROLE IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE IN GEOPOLITICAL, ECONOMIC, CIVILISATIONAL AND CULTURAL CONCEPTS IN THE 20TH CENTURY.
ASSUMPTIONS, SCOPE AND CIRCUMSTANCES

The 20th century was a period in history, during which the map of Central and Eastern Europe underwent several significant and often violent changes. The circumstances under which the peoples inhabiting this area lived at that time were dire, resulting from the conflicting political and economic interests of the major European powers, the ethnically heterogeneous nature of the region and the struggles arising from the aroused ambitions of the local peoples, as well as the significant social upheavals which were taking place in Europe at that time.

Throughout the entire 20th century, the region underwent several major changes, which were manifested mainly by moving the borders of the countries existing in the region. The collapse of the contemporary political order in Central and Eastern Europe in the aftermath of the Great War led to the creation or re-emergence of a number of nation states in the area. However, the short period between the world wars did not allow these countries to solidify, which led to the entire region falling into the sphere of influence of the USSR in the wake of World War II, which largely determined the path of its development in the second half of the 20th century. The collapse of the USSR brought about further major changes on the political map of Central and Eastern Europe, enabling, among other things, the restoration of independent Baltic states and the emancipation of Belarus and Ukraine. However, the changes observed in this part of Europe during the 20th century were not only political in character – the region also sustained profound changes of an ethnic, economic and social nature.

The main purpose of this paper is thus to outline the rich and internally diversified theme of the place and role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in the concepts proposed by Polish thinkers. The text is intended primarily as a guide for those planning to embark on a research journey in the above-mentioned subject area. In order to adequately illustrate the challenges for the study of 20th century Polish political, social and economic thought, it is necessary to present the general historical conditions which determined the situation of the Polish lands in this day and age, as well as the challenges which the Polish nation had to face in that period. In order to show the multifaceted nature of the scope of our research, an initial attempt will also be made to systematise the concept. The role of outstanding thinkers in shaping political, economic and social discourse, both in the regional and global dimension, will also be taken into account. We are also going to analyse the factors impacting the propagation of ideas and their sustainability, as well as the phenomenon of interpenetration of regional concepts with main intellectual trends and tendencies around the world. The analysis of the issues outlined above will enable the presentation of basic issues, which will be encountered by anyone who attempts to embark on a research journey through the concepts of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th century.


Historical background 

Research on the thought of Polish intellectuals in the 20th century regarding visions for Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in the broadest sense of the term poses a number of challenges, but at the same time provides an opportunity to achieve interesting results. The analysis of the most important political, economic and social concepts presented by Polish thinkers will not only provide a comprehensive summary of their views on the role of the state and the Polish nation, but it will also contribute to finding answers for a number of questions concerning the Polish intellectual elites. It also seems necessary to present the historical circumstances of the Polish lands in the 19th century and the political, economic and social situation in the region of Central and Eastern Europe.

A meticulous analysis of the geopolitical, economic, civilisational and cultural concepts formulated by Polish thinkers in the 20th century requires deep reflection on the intellectual heritage of the 19th century – both its Polish and global aspects. This seems to be extremely important given the circumstances which shaped the contemporary generations of Poles. The division of the Republic of Poland between the three partitioning powers not only led to significant differences in the economic growth of these lands, but also influenced the fact that successive generations of young Poles in this period were shaped in a different way. Different political, legal and educational systems of each of the partitioning powers, as well as differences in civil liberties and the pace of social changes in each of the three partitions have led to the emergence of more or less subtle divisions in Polish society, which persisted in social awareness for most of the 20th century, and some still persist until today.

Trying to determine the impact of the 19th-century circumstances on the development of Polish political, economic and social thought, considered through the prism of the work of the most important Polish thinkers, we need to be particularly cautious and proportionate. The analysis of the influence of different educational systems of the partitioning powers on Polish society at large, or more specifically on Polish intelligentsia, one should keep in mind the 19th century social circumstances – while educational systems had a large impact on the society as a whole to the extent of their accessibility and the quality of the education they offered, they did not contribute to a great extent to the formation of intellectuals, who came from aristocracy, the world of finance, or wealthy landowners, whose representatives had a fairly free access to Western universities.

In addition, it is worth noting the relatively rapid social changes observed in the Polish lands in the second half of the 19th century, which had a major impact on the way the world was perceived by the generations that lived at the turn of the centuries. The last decades of the 19th century were also a time during which the foundations of the Polish political scene were partially shaped. The main parties and political movements, which were established during this period, played a leading role in the political life of the Polish lands until the final phase of World War II. Only the fact that Central and Eastern Europe had ended up in the Soviet sphere of influence interrupted the natural evolution of the Polish political scene.

In this context, the issue of the interpenetration of national liberation postulates with social postulates, seemingly devoid of national character, seems to be a particularly interesting subject for analyses. One of the most vivid examples of the extremes brought about by the aforementioned interpenetration was the emergence of socialist parties in Poland, which demonstrated a far-reaching polarisation regarding the issue of Polish struggle for independence.

An important element aspect that needs to be taken into account during any analyses of the socio-political situation at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries is the phenomenon of emerging national consciousness among the people, which progressed particularly rapidly in the lower strata of the society. It was not, of course, a phenomenon characterised by a uniform nature, since it happened in different ways in various regions of Europe, and its course was influenced by a number of various, though often overlapping, factors, such as the effectiveness of the education system, the level of economic development, the level of urbanisation and industrialisation, and many more. We should also note that due to the fact that Central and Eastern Europe was a mosaic of various nationalities, the awakening of national consciousness among the ethnic groups living there resulted in escalation of conflicts between these groups. With regard to Poland, the mechanism of escalation of national conflicts was particularly visible during the fighting for the border of the re-emerging Polish state (1918-1921), which was particularly difficult and painful, as well as during World War II.

Following the changes in the collective consciousness of the Polish society over the course of the 20th century in itself seems to be an extremely interesting research topic, because from the point of view of many influential thinkers, one can also see certain regularities that make it possible to draw a number of conclusions concerning this issue.

In the case of Poland, the ongoing processes of democratisation of political and social life, which could be seen as early as at the end of the 19th century, leading to the erosion of the existing model of the formation of elites were specific to some extent – they required functioning within a foreign state organism which could not act in the interest of the Polish nation ex definitione, even though it adhered to the principle of meritocracy in some areas. Of course, Poles were not the only nation in this kind of an unfavourable situation at the time, as similar circumstances were experienced by many nations living in Central and Eastern Europe. However, the case of Poland stood out from the entirety of the region. This was due to a number of factors, including the sheer numbers of the Polish population, as well as rich national and cultural traditions, the division of Polish land between three European powers, significant differences in the economic development of the areas annexed by the partitioning powers, the functioning of the Polish nation within the framework of three different legal systems and many more.

If we take into account all the factors mentioned above, it is not surprising that in the case of Poland, the intellectual richness, characteristic of every self-aware national community, had an additional factor of fragmentation resulting, among others, from the fact that the Polish social elites of the first decades of the 20th century were shaped by different political, legal, social and economic circumstances prevailing in the various partitioning powers. 

In order to fully illustrate the multifaceted nature of Polish political, social and economic thought of this period, it is necessary to point out that the concepts developed at that time are characterised by a high degree of heterogeneity, not infrequently stemming from completely different intellectual currents, and that their creation was connected with the need to find solutions to a number of problems with which the Polish nation was confronted at a given moment in history. It is also worth pointing out the phenomenon of the overlapping of concepts from various fields. Due to the fact that the scope of research interests includes not only concepts concerning the political (in the geopolitical context), but also economic, civilisational and cultural role of Poland, it is necessary to delve into the legacy of a broad range of thinkers representing not only various ideological options, but also those with different research interests.


Scope of the study subject

The above remarks tentatively show how broad and heterogeneous of a study subject the analysis of concepts concerning Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe truly is. Given the above, the clarification of terminology used throughout the work is an important element of preparation for the strictly research activities. While trying to avoid presenting unambiguous definitions of the main concepts, as imposing specific definitions at such an early stage could lead to unnecessary limitation of the research scope – we must consider a number of terms that will define the areas of interest.

When analysing Polish political, social or economic thought in the 20th century, it is worth considering how the very term Poland can be understood in a number of ways. The situation of the Polish lands changed several times throughout the course of the 20th century as a result of political fluctuations of a global nature. At that time, the status of Poland on the international arena did not remain the same – it is enough to note that until 1918 the Polish state did not formally exist, and in the period of 1945-1989 it was not sovereign. In addition, the 20th century saw major demographic and ethnographic changes in Central and Eastern Europe. Therefore, the role, duties and goals of Poland could be different in various concepts presented by individual thinkers, depending on whether their considerations were based on the Polish state, the Polish nation or the society living in the Polish lands.

Considering the above, imposing a single and rigid understanding of the term Poland does not seem to be particularly prudent due to the obvious fact that – depending on the origin and objectives of a given concept – Poland being their focal concept will not always concern the same entity. While diplomats and political strategists predominantly refer to Poland as a specific political organism – mainly the Polish state, ideologists were interested mainly in the goals of the Polish nation, sociologists are interested in the role and characteristics of Polish society, and so on. At the same time, it should be noted that these different understandings of “Poland” are not mutually exclusive and may overlap even within a single concept. The geographical scope of the study in question also needs to be clarified.

It must be taken into account that the term Central and Eastern Europe is a relatively fresh one, which entered the academic, political and journalistic discourse only in the final decades of the 20th century, due to the necessity, outlined by some researchers, to indicate a clear and multifaceted distinctiveness of a part of the area traditionally included in the Eastern bloc throughout the period of Cold War. Pointing out the common historical and cultural roots of Central and Eastern Europe was primarily to draw attention to the rich heritage of nations and ethnic groups living in this area, as well as to clearly distinguish this area within the Soviet bloc by pointing out that Russian political dominance in this geographical area is not historical, and as such it is unable to squelch the rich state traditions or even civilisational traditions of the nations inhabiting this area.

Among the main and proponents of the term Central and Eastern Europe, sometimes referred to as East-Central Europe, Central Eastern Europe, East-Central Europe) are Polish historian Oskar Halecki,[1] as well as American historian and political scientist of Hungarian-Ruthenian descent Paul Robert Magocsi.[2] Over the last 25 years, this term has been broadly used in academic circles, which is undoubtedly influenced by the fact that after the collapse of the Soviet Union it was used by representatives of academia from this region. It is also worth noting that the presentation of the historical and cultural specificity of Central and Eastern Europe has become the goal of various associations and organisations, such as the Institute of East-Central Europe Society founded in 1991, and the Institute of East-Central Europe, which operated in 2002–2018,[3] as a part of the International Federation of Institutes of East-Central Europe.

While analysing the history of Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th century, one can easily notice the far-reaching interpenetration of political, economic and cultural spheres. With the increase of economic awareness of the society, as well as with the emergence and development of mass culture, this process was further intensified. It is worth noting that the possibility of influencing society through appropriate cultural and information policy has not escaped the attention of those remaining in power at a given time – it is enough to mention the extensive propaganda apparatus of totalitarian states aimed at conducting intensive indoctrination of citizens from the earliest age. It should be noted that with the emergence of new forms of mass media, the number of means in the hands of propagandists expanded throughout the 20th century. We should also add that no totalitarian state that emerged in Central and Eastern Europe has managed to carry out effective and complete indoctrination of the population of the region, despite having massive resources to influence society in the form of extensive propaganda and repression apparatus.

The 20th century highlighted the interdependencies between politics, economy and culture, and the events that took place in Central and Eastern Europe are an excellent illustration of this phenomenon. Over the course of the 20th century, we can observe a growing influence of economic interests in geopolitical calculations. While the first half of the 20th century had a number of violent and brutal armed conflicts, which led to the emergence of a new political map of the region. On the other hand, when the communist regimes collapsed, we could see the desire to maintain the contemporary interstate borders – notably, even the territorial disintegration of the Soviet Union preserved the borders of the former Soviet states – and putting a greater emphasis on the protection of the vital economic interests of the states in the region.

At this point it is worth making an attempt at a superficial analysis of the geopolitical situation of the Polish lands in the 20th century. The aforementioned changes on the political map of Europe, which we had to deal with throughout the 20th century, forced us to adapt the way of thinking about the role of the Polish state in the region in line with the current political situation. Both the World Wars, as well as the collapse of communism, were factors that led not only to profound changes in the distribution of political interests in Central and Eastern Europe, but also to major shifts in the global balance of power.

The basic factor determining the geopolitical situation of Poland in the 20th century was undoubtedly its geographical location between Germany and Russia. Even during the period of Soviet dominance in the region, which saw two German states on the map of Europe, the threat for Poland resulting from its location between Germany and Russia did not cease to exist, because the Polish lands constituted a potential front for a clash between the Warsaw Pact and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation states with the United States at the forefront, which maintained a significant military presence in West Germany.

Apart from global factors impacting Poland’s standing, Polish geopolitical situation was also impacted by a number of regional factors, including historical ones, which determined the way in which domestic thinkers perceived the geopolitical interests of the country.[4] We also cannot ignore the fact that the very issue of the German and Russian neighbourhood was perceived somewhat differently in different periods of the 20th century. Relations with both Germany and Russia were strongly influenced by the legacy of the partitions – this concerns not only the history of the international relations and mutual animosities, but also internal political conflicts resulting from the different perception of both neighbours by individual political parties.

The geopolitical situation of the Polish lands was undoubtedly influenced by the events which caused significant changes to the political map of Europe throughout the 20th century. It was not only a matter of defining relations with Germany and Russia – the most important players in the region, but also of defining the country’s standing and position in relation to other countries of Central and Eastern Europe.

The interwar period saw attempts to prop up Poland as a potential regional leader, which, however, did not have much chance of success due to different interests of individual Central European states, as well as unresolved conflicts with some neighbours, including border disputes with Czechoslovakia and Lithuania.

World War II has led to a profound transformation of the political map of Central and Eastern Europe. The scale of changes in the perception of the political situation of the country in the context of this global conflict may be shown by the concept of the Polish-Czechoslovak confederation, which was born in the emigration realities, but which has never had much chance to be implemented.[5]

In the aftermath of the World War II, which saw Central and Eastern Europe finding itself in the Soviet sphere of influence, the possibilities of defining and implementing Polish geopolitical interests were significantly limited by the political pressure of its large eastern neighbour. However, even in these conditions of limited state subjectivity it was necessary to re-establish relations with other states in the region, particularly given the significant changes in the state borders experienced by Central and Eastern Europe, a very important example of which may be the shift of the Polish borders towards the west. The collapse of the Soviet Union and the declaration of independence by a number of Soviet republics led to another serious change of Polish interests in the geopolitical context.

The 20th century also brought significant economic upheavals. The aforementioned geographical and political transitions experienced by Poland throughout the 20th century had a great impact on the perception of the economic role of the Polish land, especially given that this century has brought numerous economic challenges to Polish society, characterised by an unprecedented scale – suffice to say the need to rebuild the country in the aftermath of two total armed conflicts. Throughout the 20th century, Poland has faced the challenge of transforming its economic model on several occasions. The first of them was building a homogeneous economic organism of the state in the wake of regaining independence in 1918. Not only it brought about the necessity to form one coherent economic system combining the three areas functioning thus far within different state structures without having any particular economic ties – which was in line with the interests of the partitioning powers, but this process also had to occur in the conditions of the border struggle with nearly all of Poland’s neighbours, which lasted for a couple of years. This included the Polish-Soviet war, which forced the mobilisation of almost all forces of the fledgling Polish state.

World War II – just like the Great War two decades earlier – led to a complete change in the conditions for the economic functioning of the Polish state. We should also note that the interwar Poland had no shortage of serious economic challenges – some of them include the fight against hyperinflation in the first half of the 1920s or the great economic crisis at the turn of the 1920s and 1930s.

In the aftermath of World War II, Poland’s economic role was to a large extent closely related to the way the country functioned within the Soviet bloc, in which the satellite nature of USSR’s neighbours forced their economies to be subordinated to the needs of the Soviet economy. Despite functioning within this inefficient and strongly limited economic system, the Polish lands have made significant economic progress, thanks to the steadily progressing electrification of the country, along with the development of heavy and light industry, gradual urbanisation and other factors. Another open question is whether the scale of Poland’s economic achievements in the second half of the 20th century would not have been much more impressive if the Polish state had been on the other side of the Iron Curtain, but the very fact of progress is undeniable. However, the centrally managed Soviet economic model did not stand the test of time, and the Polish state, after regaining its sovereignty in the last years of the 20th century, faced the need to carry out systemic and economic transitions, adapting the country to functioning in the realities of free market economy.

Over the course of the 20th century, we could note a number of turning points, which forced a change in the existing economic model or its adjustment to rapidly changing reality. There was also no shortage of disruptions, in which poor economic conditions became a starting point of social unrest. It is worth pointing out that the piling up problems of the inefficient economy of the Polish People’s Republic became one of the catalysts of the political, economic and social changes that the Polish state underwent in the last decades of the 20th century. It is also worth noting the undoubtedly growing social awareness in the 20th century regarding the impact of the economic condition of the state on the material situation of the society. As a result, we can see consideration for the issue of national security not only in military, but also in economic terms – for example energy security.

The 20th century also brought enormous societal changes, which had a huge impact on the way the world of culture functioned, if only due to the unprecedented progress in society’s access to culture and the development of forms of mass media. Thus, it was possible to observe not only the emergence of new forms of cultural activity, but also the development of propaganda mechanisms aimed at using cultural activity to promote the messages deemed proper by a given political option. These transitions inevitably led to a deeper reflection on the role of culture, especially mass culture, in the life of society and its impact on political life.

The various forms of propaganda activities and social engineering mechanisms, which could be observed throughout the 20th century, brought about various results that were not always in line with the intentions of their originators. The wealth of activities in this field, which could be seen on Polish soil, largely stems from the turbulent history of the region. Throughout the 20th century, the sovereign Polish state functioned both as a parliamentary democracy and as an authoritarian system. The long period of USSR’s dominance in Central and Eastern Europe in the aftermath of World War II allowed Polish society to experience the Soviet model of indoctrination, characterised by its holistic nature. We should not disregard the years of war during which propaganda activities took on a different dimension and level, both on the part of the invaders, as well as among people living in the occupied lands.

In view of this wealth of propaganda and social engineering mechanisms employed on Polish lands, it is not surprising that the way in which they have been applied and their level of effectiveness have been analysed numerous times by Polish intellectual elites. It should also be added that propaganda campaigns have not always been successful, regardless of the means and resources available at the disposal of their originators. Another noteworthy aspect concerns the evolution of the propaganda and social engineering mechanisms, as well as their more and more sophisticated forms throughout the 20th century.

Taking the above rapidly changing conditions, in which societies of Central and Eastern Europe had to function in the 20th century, the tendency to reflect on the civilisational model that would be optimal for the Polish state among the intellectual elites is hardly surprising at all. In the case of Poland, the reflection on the civilisational role of the state seems to be particularly interesting because of the messianic accents present in the tradition of Polish political thought.


Historical conditions and emerging concepts

The concepts developed by domestic thinkers throughout the 20th century did not only constitute attempts to define the role that Poland should play in Central and Eastern Europe, but also – or perhaps above all – they served as a response to the challenges faced by the Polish nation, stemming from the current political, economic and social circumstances The attempts to formulate visions or agendas that would be consistent with the Polish interest, which would determine how the Polish society should navigate the rough waters of political, economic or social turmoil, which constantly changed Central and Eastern Europe throughout the 20th century, resulted largely from the need to determine the optimal path of development for the Polish nation. All these attempts were strongly influenced by the dynamic nature of changes that took place on Polish lands in the period of interest.

The 20th century abounded in events that served as turning points of sorts, which brought about a change in the balance of political power both on a global and regional scale. Central and Eastern Europe has undergone significant changes in this respect, especially in the first half of the 20th century, when the political map of this part of the Old Continent was significantly altered twice in the aftermath of two World Wars. 

As a result of the Great War, in the face of the fall of the German Reich, the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman Empire, and the death of the Russian Tsar in the fires of the revolution, the political situation made it possible for a number of nations of Central and Eastern Europe, which functioned for a long time within the framework of foreign state organisms, to fight for regaining or establishing their independence. On the other hand, the outcome of World War II led to several decades of Soviet dominance in the region.

During both global armed conflicts, Polish lands were one of the most important military theatres, and the military operations conducted during these conflicts left a lasting mark in the collective memory of Polish society. Both World Wars may also be treated as certain turning points, indicating a phenomenon that could be defined as a change of paradigm of thought about the role and standing of Poland, both in the regional and global context. This paradigm shift resulted from a far-reaching transformation that characterised the situation of the Polish state and nation, which occurred at several levels – among many others, there were changes in the balance of the most important global political powers and transformations concerning their interest in Central and Eastern Europe, along with changes in the borders and national composition of the Polish state, as well as the scope of sovereignty or civil liberties of its citizens.

Each of these factors was important for the way in which Poland’s position and role in Central and Eastern Europe was reflected upon. For example, the national composition of the Polish state directly translated into the hierarchy of the most important internal issues, as well as into the way the state operated in many areas, including education, culture, military and many more.

Another factor determining the perception of the Polish state and its role – especially by its citizens – were the shifting borders of the state. The Republic of Poland, reborn in 1918 after more than 120 years, had to fight for its borders with almost all of its neighbours for several years during the period of reconstruction of Polish statehood. The borders resulting from the process of rebuilding the Polish state were a subject of a lively public debate, both in the context of the necessity of full integration of the lands constituting the state, as well as – according to some groups – insufficient spoils of war in the east, in relation to the war effort (criticism of the Peace of Riga).

The circumstances changed quite dramatically after 1945, when the Polish state was shifted to the west. The first decades following World War II were marked by a strong emphasis on proving the Polishness or Slavicness of the Recovered Territories. Here, we should note that this phenomenon was caused by a whole range of factors, ranging from the desire to prove the rights of the Polish populace to the Western Borderlands, through the strong resentment towards Germany at that time, to the fact that the country has fallen into the Soviet sphere of influence, which led to the removal of unwelcome ideological and political issues from public discourse, as well as the redirection of public attention to issues acceptable from the point of view of the interests of our Soviet neighbour.

It is also worth noting that the perception of Poland’s role, from the political, economic, cultural and social standpoint, was impacted not only by the shifting borders of the Polish state itself, but also by changes in state borders occurring across the entire Central and Eastern Europe. This claim is perfectly illustrated by the situation in which the Polish state found itself in the 1990s, when – following the collapse of the Soviet Union – it had to redefine its role and importance in the region, taking into account the new shape of the political map of Central and Eastern Europe, all while re-establishing or establishing for the first time diplomatic and trade relations with the fledgling states, which gained independence in the process of the break-up of the USSR.

The turning points, which have had a significant impact on the process of defining the role of Poland, can be divided into two main groups: global and local ones. The former group includes both world wars and the fall of communism in Europe, among many others. The local ones include the regaining of independence in 1918, the coup d’état carried out by Józef Piłsudski in 1926, the end of the Stalinist period in the Polish People’s Republic, the appointment of Karol Wojtyła as a Pope or the birth of the Solidarity movement. Each of the aforementioned factors significantly changed the way the social and political situation in Poland was perceived. This list is not finite. The scope of circumstances, which have had a significant impact on the situation of the Polish lands is – of course – much broader than that. What is more, this scope is subject to change, depending on whether the political, economic or social situation of Poland is analysed, as well as the degree of depth of such analysis.

Some of the historical factors mentioned above will constitute the expected results of a longer process, while others may be a sudden and unexpected social and political change. Regardless of the assignment of a given factor to any of the aforementioned group, one thing needs to be said – its emergence introduces a significant change in the perception of Poland’s role, partially rendering the existing concepts functioning in the public space obsolete and forcing new responses to new challenges or opportunities opening up for Poland.

Regardless of the historical events presented above, which had an impact on the way of thinking about Poland’s role on a local, regional and sometimes even global scale, it is also worth dividing the 20th century into sub-periods, the starting and ending points of which determine the moments of a complete change in the way of thinking about the Polish interests. Studying the history of Poland in the 20th century enables us to distinguish the following three key moments: 1918 (regaining independence), 1945 (shifting the borders of the Polish state, which ended up in the Soviet sphere of influence) and 1989 (the beginning of the revolutions of 1989 and the collapse of the communist system in Poland).

Pointing out the above key dates is important because they clearly define turning points in the history of Polish lands and refer to historical events that radically changed the way of perceiving the role of the Polish society and the challenges it faced. For example, while by 1918 all concepts concerning the role of the Polish nation naturally had to refer to the question of the reconstruction of the Polish statehood, regaining independence by Poland led to the disappearance of this factor, which made it necessary to re-evaluate the way of thinking about the role of Poland at all levels and concerning all areas. The aforementioned turning points in the history of Poland in the 20th century thus led to certain paradigm shifts – radical changes in the conditions determining the way of thinking about Poland, its role and the challenges it faced.

Taking into account the above three main historical moments, which led to a profound change in the perception of Poland’s role, the 20th century can be divided into four main periods in which the political situation of the Polish lands was significantly different –

1. the period until 1918, when the Polish state did not exist and its rebuilding remained the main objective of the Polish political elite;

2. the period of the rebuilt Polish state (1918-1945); 

3. the period of functioning of the sovereign Polish state under the influence of the Soviet Union;

4. and the period of the independent and sovereign Polish state initiated by the political and social transitions, which started in 1989.

Of course, the turning points presented above are simply used for the purposes of the project, and they do not fully reflect the complexity of the situation of Poland in the 20th century. One could, for example, wonder whether to separate the two world wars as separate periods. The purpose of this division; however, is not to present the various aspects of the Polish history in the 20th century, but to draw attention to the fact that the situation of the Polish lands differed significantly over the course of the last century. These historical periods defined boundary conditions, which had to be taken into account by every thinker who tried to address the issue of the broadly understood role of Poland, and the concepts developed in a given period were directly related to the circumstances resulting from said period.

In the light of the above deliberations, it is also worth noting that the development of the political and socio-economic circumstances in Polish lands throughout the course of the 20th century resulted in relatively large differences in mentality between the successive Polish generations. This phenomenon was not only visible in Central and Eastern Europe – the rapid social and technological changes that took place over the last century led to such stratification among almost all societies in the world. However, the political situation in Poland served as an additional catalyst to this process. It is not surprising that, for example, representatives of the generations that grew up during the partitions perceived the rebuilt Polish state in a different way from the representatives of the generations born and raised in independent Poland. Similarly, people who have directly experienced the cruel reality of the total war on Polish soil usually have a different outlook than the representatives of generations who have not experienced such challenges.

While paying attention to the above factor, we should not overestimate the scale of its impact. Although it is undoubtedly an element, which impacts the perception of the role of Poland by thinkers of different generations, it does not necessarily have to be a factor determining their reflections and deliberations on the issues at hand.

The concepts of the role of Poland in the geopolitical, economic or civilisational aspect did not emerge in an intellectual vacuum and were largely dependent on the social, ideological or intellectual circumstances in which a given thinker had to function. For example, the analysis of intellectual trends, which played a particularly crucial role in the late 19th century, will enable the views of the first generations of thinkers, who started their activity in the 20th century, to be placed in a broader cultural and civilisational context. This analysis will also enable us to notice similarities and differences in the perception of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe, characteristic of thinkers who grew up in the 19th century, and representatives of generations who lived and worked in the new reality of the 20th century. Tracking and following the intellectual influences impacting individual thinkers, will allow for better presentation of the circumstances in which individual concepts were created, which in turn will enable their analysis from a proper perspective.

Studies on the role and place of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe provide a unique opportunity to trace how, throughout the 20th century, the Polish intellectual elite perceived the issue of the civilisational belonging of the Polish nation and other nations inhabiting the region. Demonstrating the fluctuations that occurred in this dimension enables capturing the changing political, geographical and economic factors changing throughout the 20th century and their impact on the perception of the role of the Polish state by the society living in it.

It is worth noting here that the consideration of this issue differed significantly in the first and second half of the 20th century, which was undoubtedly influenced by the attitude of Polish intellectual elites towards the Soviet Union. Despite the fact that Soviet Union was perceived by Poles with distrust since the October Revolution, and since the outbreak of the Polish-Bolshevik war it has been treated not so much as an actual threat to the sovereign existence of the Polish state, the changes that took place in the USSR during the interwar period were met with great interest, resulting from, among other things, an attempt to objectively assess the effects of using radical political, economic or social engineering methods, which the Soviet authorities did not shy away from. In the wake of World War II, which saw Poland ending up in the Soviet sphere of influence and did not function as a sovereign state for several decades, this perspective changed, since the Polish could experience the issues and benefits of functioning within the Soviet system. As a result, the question of Poland’s civilisational affiliation gained a new dimension. 

The attempts to define the political or civilisational role of Poland by various researchers should also be treated to a large extent as an attempt to search for Polish identity in the geopolitical circumstances, in which the Polish nation had to function. It should be noted that boiling this phenomenon down to a choice between the democratic West and the Soviet model would oversimplify the whole issue, imposing the perspective of the second half of the 20th century. However, before World War II, the question of defining Poland’s civilisational affiliation did not boil down to a dichotomous choice between the East and the West – another direction could be seen in the Nazi totalitarianism, dynamically developing in the immediate vicinity of the Second Republic of Poland, all while classic parliamentary democracy was no longer able to survive in almost any country of Central and Eastern Europe. If we try to delve even deeper and analyse the situation on Polish soil in the first decades of the 20th century, it will soon turn out that there was no consensus among the Polish political class as to what kind of model and political system the Polish state should adopt in the event of regaining its independence.

It is also important to note that not all political, economic or social concepts can be assessed from the same standpoint. Throughout the course of the 20th century, several ideas emerged in Polish politics – analysed from both the internal and international standpoint – which had a significant impact on the way society thought about the challenges faced by Poland, which still continue to partly define the way we perceive the history of the region. One of the examples of this phenomenon may be the dichotomy between the federal and incorporational approaches to the inclusion of the “annexed lands” – where in many cases the Polish people was not the leading ethnographic group – in the fledgling Republic of Poland, which was particularly important at the time. Many political projects – such as the concept of the “Intermarium” or the idea of Prometheism – functioned to a large extent as postulates, more than as determinants of concrete political actions on an international scale. In spite of that, they became a permanent part of the way of thinking about the role of the Polish state in the region of Central and Eastern Europe.

The rich state traditions and colourful historical heritage of the Polish lands constituted a natural trove of references and examples, which representatives of the Polish intellectual elites used very willingly, both in search of illustrations for their own concepts and examples of solutions, which should serve as models for regulating political and social life. It was a quite common phenomenon, emphasised by the fact that after more than 120 years of partitions, Polish thinkers wanted to stress the existence of rich state traditions in the lands on the Vistula River by referring to their history. The examples drawn from the past were not always intended to serve as a model for the contemporary world. In many cases, these thinkers also pointed to the elements of the history of the Polish state, which should be avoided at all costs – this was particularly visible in the context of the defects of noble democracy during the period of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

Sometimes, they also juxtaposed different periods in history in order to highlight the nature of the proposed solutions. One of the most willingly used dichotomies of this kind was a juxtaposition of the Piast dynasty with the Jagiellonian dynasty – such comparisons often referred to various areas of functioning of the Polish state in given periods, including political system, territories, national make-up and so on.

Arguments, as well as examples or historical analogies have been cited quite often in Polish public life. However, this phenomenon cannot be boiled down to simple schemes and patterns. The fact that thinkers who tried to highlight the Polish character of the Western Territories eagerly referred to Poland ruled by the Piast dynasty, the proponents of the idea of Poland as a superpower gladly reminded the borders of the Republic of Poland ruled by the Jagiellonian dynasty and the advocates of federal concepts gladly referred to the legal, cultural and religious heritage of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, does not necessarily mean that history was always used only in an instrumental way to emphasise or illustrate the current political agenda or to legitimise a certain concept. Sometimes the deep reflection on the past of Polish lands gave rise to the assumptions of key political, economic or social ideas.

When considering the ways in which Polish thinkers took advantage of the historical legacy, it is worth noting that the history of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth was used particularly frequently in these cases. This period in the history of the Polish state was a trove of both positive and negative references to the current political and social circumstances. It is worth noting that some references to history have been a kind of double-edged sword. For example, the reference to the positive aspects of the freedoms guaranteed to the Polish nobility could be met with a counter-argument that it was exactly the freedoms, rights and privileges that led to the paralysis of the effectiveness of the executive power during the decline of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and the emphasis on the innovative character of the choice of a monarch in free elections could also be presented as the first aspect of the growing anarchy in the political system of the country.

Although due to the limited nature of the research scope to the heritage of Polish thinkers, the presented concepts will largely focus on Poland, we should also point out the fact that these concepts referred to – usually in a postulative way – to the existing balance of political powers in Central and Eastern Europe, usually also taking into account a much wider geographical scope. Given the context of the geographical location of the Polish lands, this is hardly surprising. On the other hand, while considering this issue in the light of the historical circumstances of the 20th century, we may even be tempted to say that Poland was situated at a fault of two political tectonic plates, the shifts of which had to lead to serious consequences for the Polish lands. Given these circumstances, it is not surprising that the attempts to determine Poland’s place on the international arena were not limited to the analysis of regional interests only, but also had to take into account the global balance of political, economic or ideological powers, since these had a direct impact on the events taking place in the country.

It should be noted that during the 20th century the classical western division into the political right and left could only serve as a general frame of reference in Poland. Despite the division being present in the social consciousness and corresponded to ideological divisions in Polish society at a general level, one cannot disregard its very specific nature in Poland, which was undoubtedly influenced by the historical circumstances of the 20th century. The period of 1926-1939, when the Piłsudski camp in power presented itself as a pro-state alternative to the rest of the Polish political scene, always guided by the interest of the state and not by ideology, can serve as a particular example of this phenomenon. Another good example is the formation of democratic opposition structures in the last decades of the Polish People’s Republic – while opposing the “people’s” authorities, the members of the political opposition presented a number of social demands.

Even a closer look at the formation and activity of the Polish socialist movement in the period leading up to 1918 shows how the political circumstances faced by the Polish nation in that period influenced the formation of the Polish political scene. The significance of the postulate of Polish independence divided the socialist movement in the Polish lands until 1918. Here, it is worth noting that many Polish socialists from this period treated Polish statehood as a condition, the fulfilment of which was necessary in order to achieve social justice on the Polish lands. It is therefore hardly surprising that the choice of such priorities could lead to a conflict with internationalist proponents of the socialist movement.

World War II and the political circumstances of the Polish lands in the wake of the conflict has left a relatively large Polish community abroad, including a large representation of the pre-war intelligentsia. During the war, the communities of Polish refugees had a lively intellectual discourse, both in an attempt to develop a political line that would optimally reflect the needs resulting from Polish interests, as well as in a response to changes in the international political balance caused by successive phases of the conflict. Even after the war, the voice of the Polish émigré circles remained audible – owing to the Polish refugees in the United Kingdom, who maintained the continuity of the Second Republic, as well as the lively cultural activity of Polish communities scattered around other countries (United States, France, Italy and many more) – although its influence was understandably limited.

When considering the concepts developed by members of Polish émigré communities, it is worth keeping in mind to place their intellectual achievements in an appropriate context. Apart from a few exceptions, Polish thinkers active in exile were unable to influence a broader audience, and the ideas emerging from these circles concerning the Polish issue and the role of the Polish state in the West remained mostly just concepts, which never got much traction beyond Polish refugee circles. However, we should not disregard the role that these thinkers played in the formation of attitudes in the Polish state. Although – for obvious reasons – the access to the émigré press or books in Poland remained limited, it still existed to some extent, and with the dynamic development of the second circulation and clandestine publishing, which occurred in the Polish People’s Republic since the mid-70s, it grew significantly over time.


Multifaceted nature of the research subject

In order to properly understand the level of complexity of the research topic at hand, it is necessary to present the multifaceted nature of the matter that should be in the field of interest of the researcher addressing these issues. In the above sections, we have already outlined the specificity of the period in question from the point of view of its history; however, we also need to indicate the diverse nature of the concepts that emerged over its course. Without aspiring to present a comprehensive summary of all concepts developed by Polish thinkers, we will try to present a few divisions, which can be seen while analysing the concepts emerging throughout the course of the 20th century concerning the geopolitical, economic and social role of Poland. Although this will not be an exhaustive catalogue, it will at least partially illustrate the diverse and multifaceted nature of the subject matter at hand.

It has already been stated above that the way concepts concerning the role of Poland were formulated was strongly influenced by the historical circumstances at the time of their creation, which resulted from the changing nature of the challenges faced by Polish society in various periods of the 20th century. We can distinguish several categories of factors determining the perception of Poland’s role, which can be political, economic, cultural and civilisational. While the first two seem to need no further justification,[6] the last two may require some commentary. We should also keep in mind that these factors could be both global, as well as local, as mentioned earlier in this paper.

The cultural changes that have taken place in the 20th century may not seem to be important, especially if we focus on political issues, but this can be quite misleading. Throughout the last century, we observed a rapid development of mass media, which not only changed the way of consuming culture by people, but they have also been one of the key factors in the phenomenon of globalisation. The development of radio, cinema, television, or the beginning of the computerisation process in the last decades of the 20th century, successively changed the way in which knowledge about the world was acquired, both in the global and local dimension. It should also be noted that active cultural policy was an indispensable element of activity in both democratic, authoritarian and totalitarian states, where the widespread use of propaganda was a basic social engineering tool used to influence and sway public opinion.

Considering civilisational factors, one must state that the progress that has been made in many areas of human life during the 20th century has led to a complete reconstruction of our way of functioning, our interactions with the environment, communication and many more. Rapid technological progress not only changed entire areas of human life (medicine, entertainment, services, and more), but also brought about major changes in the way political activity and international relations are conducted. Civilisational progress has changed the way of waging wars, communication between politicians and society, even the principles of running businesses and international trade.

The concepts of the geopolitical, economic and social role of Poland that emerged in the course of the 20th century had to take these changes into account out of sheer necessity. Of course, while considering the role of Poland, the thinkers themselves did not usually problematise this issue; however, when analysing their concepts, it is necessary to bear the aforementioned factors in mind in order to be able to properly study the way in which the various concepts developed in the different periods of the 20th century relate to each other.

While reviewing the concepts of political, economic and social role of Poland developed over the course of the 20th century, it is possible to categorise them based on a number of mutually exclusive factors. These differences largely stem from the circumstances surrounding the emergence of individual concepts and the issues they were intended to solve.

For example, we can categorise concepts into short-term and long-term ones. While the former will focus primarily on solving specific problems that required a quick response – for example, the need to find various ways to stimulate the economy in the face of an economic crisis – the latter assume the implementation of long-term measures aimed at achieving objectives perceived as priorities.

Another division, somewhat similar to the one outlined above, is categorisation of concepts into those envisioning a specific objective and those with a greater focus on means of achieving the desired effect. In this case, the division will result more from the various emphasised aspects within a given concept, rather than from structural differences between them – after all, the mechanics of the teleological process will remain unchanged.

Objective-oriented concepts mostly encompass the cases where the indicated objective(s) will be elevated almost to the rank of an axiom, and the choice of means to achieve it will remain secondary. In the geopolitical context, such axiomatic objective characterised by its permanent nature may be – for example – the desire to maintain balance in relations with Germany and Soviet Russia, which characterised Polish foreign policy in the 1930s. On the other hand, means-oriented concepts will be characterised by a desire to implement specific political, economic or social solutions, the desired long-term effects of which are only roughly defined.

Another division, which can be made by analysing the concepts proposed by Polish thinkers concerning the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe is the issue of the viability of these concepts. While some of them were strongly grounded in the reality and circumstances, in which the Polish nation functioned at a given moment, trying to outline the most beneficial approach from the point of view of the interests of Polish society, other concepts largely indicated their main objectives and aspirations, without always specifying the way could be achieved. This division can be boiled down to a contrast between Realpolitik and postulates.

A slightly different, though seemingly similar division of concepts can be drawn between political plans and academic deliberations. It should be noted that concepts in the form of political plans may be focused on achieving concrete, tangible results, but they might just as well be postulates. Academic deliberations, on the other hand, are characterised by a comprehensive and meticulous diagnosis of the issues encountered, and often also indicate various possible ways of solving them.

It is also possible to divide the concepts into revolutionary and evolutionary ones, from the standpoint of the nature of their proposals. The former are aimed at bringing about a significant change of the political and social reality in Poland, usually by means of quick and profound changes at a legislative level – offering multiple ways of implementing these changes, which were not always legal in the light of the existing system. Evolutionary concepts, on the other hand, were based on the pursuit of their objectives through systematic and consistent action.

We also need to note the differences between concepts, which presented the perspective of the ruling groups, as well as those outlined by the political opposition. The former usually show greater moderation in the choice of means of achieving the outlined objectives, which is not surprising in the light of the desire to maintain power. This division seems to relate mainly to the political programmes of individual political groups; however, it also has an undeniable impact on the shaping of the assumptions of Polish foreign policy, as well as approaches to the planning and implementation of possible economic reforms.

Given the circumstances of the 20th-century Poland, the division of concepts into those that emerged from the ruling class and those which were drafted by thinkers associated with the political opposition, offers an additional dimension. Throughout the history of Poland in the 20th century, there were many situations where the political opposition had no real chance of taking the country over by means of an election – this was the case of opposition parties in the period of Piłsudski’s rule, Polish emigration circles in the second half of the 20th century, as well as the democratic opposition in Polish People’s Republic. Thinkers drawing up visions of Poland’s role in such circumstances could either come to terms with the fact that their concepts would have no chance of being implemented, and thus be reduced to nothing but a number of idealistic postulates, or they had to include a recipe for taking over power in the country, and thus they had to assume starting a revolution or an uprising against the prevailing regime.

Of course, it can be argued that the majority of the concepts constituting a political platform or a reform plan usually encompasses nothing but postulates, which are never implemented or just implemented in part. In addition, none of the implemented concepts is ever implemented in its original shape and form, instead it needs to take into account the ever-changing political, economic and social circumstances. However, it is one thing to work on a political platform or an economic agenda, knowing that it has little chance of being implemented, and another to try and present a vision of the desired direction of change in the country, bearing in mind that it will probably remain either a guideline for the future, or – even worse – just a form of a thought experiment.

By recalling the above categories, we do not suggest that the analysis of the concepts of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe must be limited to these and nothing else. Firstly, the list presented cannot be considered exhaustive in any shape or form. Secondly, the division presented here is only intended to showcase the diversity and complexity of the subject matter at hand. Using such a rigid system of characteristics could lead to the “pigeonholing” of the presented concepts, which would certainly facilitate a clear presentation of the results of the conducted analyses, at the expense of adequately reflect the depth of the study subject.

It is also worth noting that the individual concepts analysed as part of this study might not be easily categorised according to the criteria presented above. In particular, visions involving multifaceted definitions of problems may go beyond simple categories, since they contain a number of elements, aimed at achieving different objectives and using multiple means.


Promoting ideas and the role of the thinker

Not all concepts can have an impact on the social and political debate. What is more, only very few can have a lasting impact on society. However, popularity is not always an indicator of the impact that an idea will eventually have. Some concepts may not gain wider publicity, but they may leave a permanent mark in the consciousness of the narrow circle of people who initially discovered them. Such concepts have a chance to return even stronger, perhaps in a slightly changed form, when they are better suited to the needs of society at a given time.

This seems to be one of the main factors influencing the fact that some concepts and ideas are spreading in a dynamic way – the fact that they respond to specific social or political needs. While during the Second Republic of Poland all political parties active on the Polish political scene had to refer in their respective agendas to the issue of the ethnically heterogeneous population of the state, in the second half of the 20th century, as a result of the shifting borders and resettlement that took place in the aftermath of World War II, this issue has become marginalised, giving way to other issues that urgently required a justification or solution, such as the need for historical justification of the belonging of the so-called Recovered Territories to the Polish state in the first decades after World War II.

Even when we look at economic concepts, it is hard to shake the impression that economic crises serve as a specific catalyst for the emergence and spread of new theories and ideas. This is hardly surprising, since the occurrence of economic problems – more so if they are global in scope and have a significant time span – is perceived as an inefficiency of the existing system and its underlying theoretical foundations. Naturally, such situations result in circumstances conducive to the spread of new economic theories.

Of course, the mechanism described above does not always work in a simple manner. Correcting the state’s economic policy is not an easy process, and the introduction of reforms usually takes place with some delay in relation to the emergence of projects of these reforms in public or academic discourse. A good example in this case is the way in which the Polish state reacted to the great economic crisis which shook global economy at the turn of the 1920s and 1930s. For a long time, the state authorities have been trying to counteract the effects of the crisis using rather conservative means, only resorting to the use of economic stimulation mechanisms that became increasingly popular in other countries when the ruling group started to change as a result of the economic pressure..

In the 20th century, as political and social life started to be more democratic and turned into a mass process, the way in which concepts were formulated, especially those that were to form the basis of political agendas, also changed. Wishing to see the proliferation of their ideas, the authors had to ensure that they were promoted in a way that would not only reach a small group of intellectual elites, but also enable them to be discovered by the broadest social groups possible.

Another noteworthy factor in this respect is the way in which the division of the political scene influenced the way of searching for solutions of political and social problems. Naturally, thinkers with a defined world view, who sided with a specific political group, were inclined to postulate solutions in accordance with the fundamental principles of their ideology.

The phenomenon of rivalry between political concepts or ideologies was not a novelty specific to the 20th century. One could even say that this phenomenon is the main condition for a real political or social debate to emerge. However, the mass nature of political life, which started being observed in the 20th century gave this phenomenon a new dimension. Politics has ceased to be the domain of a narrow group of privileged people, at least in its declarative dimension. The mass nature of political and social processes inevitably led to the simplification of the form (not necessarily the sense!) of the message, especially in cases where the thinker wanted their idea to reach the broadest possible audience.

It is also worth paying particular attention to the process of proliferation of ideas in totalitarian systems, which were an extreme consequence of the mass nature of political processes. Thinkers operating and creating their concepts in the circumstances of a totalitarian regime, who wanted to function freely[7] in the academic community or in the broadly understood mass media, had to make sure that their message remained in line with the prevailing system of values. Of course, for the artists who fully identified and sympathised with the current ideology, this was not a big issue. The situation was much worse for thinkers who were critical of the current social and political reality – in their case, public manifestation of their views required not only a balanced approach to the way of formulating the message, but also a lot of personal courage.

One of the most significant issues in the context of the subject matter at hand also includes extracting views that had the greatest impact or enjoyed the greatest popularity from among the wealth of concepts created by Polish thinkers over the course of the 20th century. It should be noted that the proliferation of individual concepts cannot be considered from just a single perspective. Some ideas are vastly popular among the public, but quickly lose their relevance – due to false hypotheses, on which they are based, or as a result of the emergence of other ideas, which better capture the imagination of the general public. Other concepts have a small group of proponents, who remain under their influence for a long period of time, additionally copying their assumptions in their own works. Therefore, the studies give rise to the possibility to showcase not only the wealth of the concepts themselves, but also a vast number of ways in which these concepts proliferated, both among rather closed groups of intellectuals, as well as among the general public.

Therefore, we will not be able to avoid the issue of proliferation of ideas in the society. Although studying the issue of proliferation of concepts among various social groups, as well as exploring the phenomenon of longevity of some concepts are not an explicit objective of this study, we will undoubtedly be able to draw some conclusions regarding this subject on the basis of analyses. Even if these conclusions cannot be treated as a sufficient basis for the formulation of sociological theses of a universal nature, they will nevertheless illustrate the mechanisms that were visible in the activity of Polish intellectual elites in the course of the 20th century.

Another important issue concerns determining the originality of individual concepts, especially the influence of the most popular scientific, political, social or economic theories on the reflections of the deliberations of Polish intellectual elites. Of course, this should not be viewed as an attempt to prove that individual thinkers borrowed from other authors or to depreciate the significance of Polish social, political or economic thought as a whole. Referring to ideas present in the intellectual discourse is an inevitable process, which grounds the concepts of a given thinker in a broader context of international discourse. Proper examination of the process of absorption of foreign intellectual trends, regardless of whether they were intellectual winds blowing from the East or the West, will tell us a lot about the degree of openness to social, political or economic ideas that enjoyed the greatest popularity from a global perspective. It will also allow us to showcase the ambitions of Polish thinkers who wanted to shape international discourse in a given field with their work, going beyond the borders of Poland.

The search for an optimal way from the point of view of state interests often led thinkers to questioning the existing political, economic and social order. This seems to be a natural process – if a given concept did not originate from circles directly connected with the current ruling class, then questioning the existing social and political reality almost always had to be a starting point for the deliberations.

Despite the fact that the research interests will be focused mainly on the visions of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe, these visions cannot be considered in isolation from their authors, their achievements to date, or their views. This is particularly true given the fact that the popularity of a given concept often depended on the personal authority of the person who made it public – regardless of whether it was a national authority or just a local one.

In some cases, the influence of a single thinker on the political milieu that they represented was so strong, that their ideas became an official interpretation of the party’s political agenda. Roman Dmowski serves as a particularly good example of this phenomenon, since his influence on the ideological line of the nationalist movement in the first half of the 20th century was both enormous and undeniable. The legacy and works created by Roman Dmowski were treated as an official interpretation of the ideology of the national movement even during his life, and the national thought still often refers to his writings even to this day. Józef Piłsudski played a similar role in his political camp and among his supporters, but despite the considerable number of writings he has left, one would be hard-pressed to call him a run-off-the-mill ideologist or political theorist.

The juxtaposition of Roman Dmowski and Józef Piłsudski enables us to present one more interesting phenomenon, stemming from the fact of existence of an unquestionable authority within a given political circle. While Roman Dmowski considered it greatly important to influence his supporters primarily with his texts, Józef Piłsudski built his political standing primarily on personal authority and charisma, leaving the task of intellectual justification of his own political actions to his supporters.

Here we can notice another interesting phenomenon, namely the fact that political and social movements do not always need a concrete and particular ideology or worldview – some of them may be based purely on the authority of their leader, which may prove to be a sufficient fuel for gaining serious political support. The case of Józef Piłsudski illustrates this situation perfectly. After the Marshal’s death, the political camp centred around him lost its main pillar. Despite the fact that individual groups within the camp tried to continue Piłsudski’s work, the camp ultimately disintegrated, because each group defined his work in a different manner.

It is worth noting that not all thinkers outlining the vision of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe were actively involved in politics. Many of them did not even show a willingness to partake in any political activity, although the mere fact of proliferating views on a given issue must be treated as a de facto political act. Their motivation could be simply a sense of civic duty, not a desire to be involved in politics. In this light, concepts that have not gained wider publicity cannot be treated only as a thought experiment conducted by the author, but also as an expression of their civic attitude.

What is more, proliferating a concept did not have to necessarily mean that the author wanted to gain publicity. Many reform programmes were never particularly popular not only because of the circumstances that were not conducive to their proliferation, but also because the thinker behind them did not have appropriate resources and willingness to try to deliver their ideas. It is also worth noting that history provides us with many examples of thinkers who were ahead of their time. They were not always able to break through with their ideas into the contemporary public awareness, which is not surprising, especially when the announced concepts responded to needs or threats that had not yet occurred. The ability to anticipate social needs before they occur, although it is an extremely valuable skill, it is very difficult to achieve, and using it is always connected with a high risk – after all, making diagnoses in relation to the future is always burdened with a significant margin of error.

Many of the concepts created throughout the course of the 20th century concerning the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe have never achieved any popularity. However, the fact that they did not play a significant role in social or political discourse does not mean that they are not worthy of being analysed. It should also be noted that concepts, which resonated with the public to a significant degree, often tend to live the lives of their own. They often undergo evolution and over time they may differ from their original version to a quite significant extent.

The extremely broad scope of the subject matter at hand makes it hard to hope for results that could be regarded as complete and definitive; however, adopting ambitious research assumptions should result in the creation of a knowledge base that will allow for the formulation of a series of conclusions relating to the Polish intellectual elite, as well as Polish society as a whole. Thus, a researcher dealing with this topic has an opportunity to outline a specific collective portrait of the Polish political, cultural and academic elites.

It seems that – as a society – we are slowly approaching the point where we will be able to look at the history of the 20th century (or at least the major part of that period) sine ira et studio. An in-depth analysis of the vision of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in geopolitical, economic, civilisational and cultural concepts in the 20th century will enable us to embed the challenges faced by the contemporary Polish state in the proper historical context. This should lead to a better understanding of the 20th-century history of Poland, as well as of the road of the Polish intellectual over the last few decades.


Conclusion

The considerations on basic methodological issues concerning the vision of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe as promoted by Polish thinkers throughout the 20th century presented above may serve as a starting point for further studies on this issue. This is an important step for any researcher who decides to tackle this exceptionally broad subject.

The diversity and extensive character of the subject of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe can be seen at a first glance. Since the last decades of the 19th century, when the foundations of modern Polish political thought were laid, until this day, the perception of Poland’s role and place has been subject to constant fluctuations resulting both from the regional and global international situation and from the evolution of Polish society itself. The turbulent history of the Polish lands throughout the 20th century, marked both by the devastating wars and the rule of communists, despite being a series of traumatic experiences, was at the same time a period of activity of a number of outstanding individuals who exerted a monumental influence on the Polish political, economic and cultural heritage, to mention only Józef Piłsudski, Roman Dmowski, Ignacy Jan Paderewski, Władysław Sikorski, Jerzy Giedroyc and, last but not least , Pope John Paul II. From this point of view, conducting research on the perception of Poland’s role in Central and Eastern Europe in the concepts of Polish thinkers, both those widely known and those whose names remain unknown in today’s public debate, seems to be a particularly important task which makes it possible to show the causal sequence which has largely determined the present shape and character of the Polish state and its position in the world.








Michał Andrzejczak

THE STATE OF THE RESEARCH ON THE ISSUE OF VISION OF POLAND’S ROLE IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE IN THE 20TH CENTURY

The notion of various concepts of the role assumed by Poland in Central and Eastern Europe within economic, geopolitical as well as cultural and civilisational thought throughout the history and especially in the 20th century has gained a growing interest among scholars from a wide range of academic fields. It has been studied by historians, political scientists, sociologists and ethnologists. Its sources should not only be traced back to political movements and formations, but also to a wide array of intellectuals dealing with the economy, broadly conceived realm of culture, all being susceptible to political influence. Thoughts on the subject matter found their formal expression in political manifestoes, public addresses by leaders, works by theorists and ideologists, journalistic rumination ranging from individual analyses of a given phenomenon to series of articles. Such reflection was dedicated to social as well as political and economic realities in the broader sense, thus establishing a plane for collaboration between political theory and praxis, a prerequisite for understanding of an intellectual effort by a given formation or a thinker. Hence the emphasis on getting to know the organisation of political entities or movements, which bore the intellectual fruit of defining the determinants or evolution of a given notion or selected aspects thereof. 

Thereby, an important need arises, which requires an attempt at a reconstruction of the intellectual effort exerted by the Polish elite regarding the vision of the role of Poland in the 20th century Central Europe[8], with the consideration of the particular political structures and programme demands within which they elaborated their geopolitical, economic as well as cultural and civilisational ideas. 

 The research performed to date helped bring closer the beliefs and notions with regard to the subject matter expressed by many politicians, ideologists, intellectuals along with entire social and political formations, distilling from among a wide variety of values and categories important for the agents those concerning i.a. the notion of the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe. Large number of publications on the matter does not, however, exempt researchers from further studies performed in order to verify the existing positions and interpretations through application of tools introduced into the field by sciences related to history. Moreover, it should be stressed that in the period spanning from the post-war times until the political transformation of 1989, the crop of works sprouting throughout the country featured conclusions predefined by intransgressible ideological considerations. These efforts – in spite of any heuristic value they may have had – are worthless with regard to the finest possible reconstruction of the intellectual effort by any movement, formation or individual thinker. The subject matter of those works also underwent limitation, being focused solely on matters of political as well as social and economic structures and notions of the labour and partly also peasant movement. The extension of the field of interest to include geopolitical, economic as well as cultural and civilisational thinkers came in 1989.[9] Numerous analyses and syntheses – created after that date – still constitute no more than an opening contribution to further research, as new fields of study and methodological solutions are constantly discovered, additionally introducing new conceptualisations and classification criteria of selected aspects of broadly taken political thought. 

An attempt at defining or merely listing all the works important for compiling a catalogue of topics comprising the field defined as Visions of the Role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in Geopolitical, Economic as well as Civilisational and Cultural Ideas proves a virtually impossible task due to dynamics of the scientific progress and hence also numerous emerging articles, monographs and syntheses. What should be underscored is the progress achieved in the domain of semantics, the refinement of a range of researched categories, the selection of vital authors – providing an outline for the subject of academic study, considerations on the issues of political communication, transmission and reception of thought, predominantly concerning research techniques and methods used in exploring the intellectual output of a given thinker. These matters were touched upon among others by Jadwiga Bogdanowicz and Marek Dziecielski[10], Adam Czarnota[11], Andrzej F. Grabski[12], Ryszard Rett Ludwikowski[13], Waldemar Paruch[14], Kamil Różewicz[15], Eugeniusz Ponczek[16], Ryszard Skarzyński[17], Roman Wapiński[18], Andrzej Zybertowicz[19].

The issue of the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in geopolitical, economic as well as civilisational and cultural thought as proposed here, has not attracted attention of any scholars. That does not mean, however, that such notions have not found their way to the existing literature in various constellations and catalogues of topics. 

At this juncture one should not omit prominent endeavour headed by Henryk Zieliński, which resulted in the establishment of the series Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku [Polish Political Thought of the 19th and 20th Century], comprising nine published volumes of papers on various aspects of Polish political thought, presented in a multifaceted interdisciplinary manner, using various research tools, methods and techniques. H. Zieliński and his ouevre found followers in the academic centres of Gdańsk, Kraków, Lublin, Łódź, Olsztyn, Poznań, Toruń and Warsaw. The result of their efforts – often times trailblazing indeed – provide a starting point for young scientists entering the research field of Polish political thought. 

Assuming a wide-definition perspective for the notion of political thought generates a lasting result in the form of descriptions of a given idea, rather than works identifying structures and penetrating the laws and regularities of its development. Such understanding of the analysed notion also bears influence upon the manner of verifying proposed assessments and hypotheses, as well as the results of syntheses of political thought. It should be noted that a field delineated in such manner lacks a complex survey that would provide a multifaceted reflection on the reconstructed intellectual effort by the 20th-century thinkers on the subject matter of the project. One can, however, speak of partial attempts of varying level of academic significance which are, nevertheless, impossible to ignore when performing any such research. The first to mention is Wilhelm Feldman’s Dzieje polskiej myśli politycznej 1864–1914 [The History of Polish Political Thought 1864–1914] (Warsaw 1933). Among the number of synthetic works, presenting the cross-section of the various categories of the 20th century thinkers, one must not forget about Grzegorz Kucharczyk and his Polska myśl polityczna do roku 1939 [Polish political thought until 1939] (Dębogór 2011) and Polska myśl polityczna po roku 1939 [Polish political thought post 1939] (Dębogór 2009)[20]. Within a similar category one should include the works by Michal Śliwa, Polska myśl polityczna w I połowie XX wieku [Polish political thought of the 1st half of the 20the century] (Wrocław 1993) – focusing mainly of the native political currents -, and by Roman Wapiński, Historia polskiej myśli politycznej XIX i XX wieku [The History of Polish Political Thought of the 19th and 20th Century] (Gdańsk 1997). A sectional synthesis limited to the intellectual efforts of the inter-war thinkers is provided by Krzysztof Kawalec, Spadkobiercy niepokornych. Dzieje polskiej myśli politycznej 1918–1939 [Heirs of the Defiant. The History of Polish Political Thought 1918–1939] (Wrocław 2000). The same period is covered in the volume edited by Jan Jachymek and Waldemar Paruch, Więcej niż niepodległość. Polska myśl polityczna 1918-1939 [More Than Independence. Polish Political Thought 1918–1939] (Lublin 2005). At this point, a mention is due to the contribution to the history of Polish political thought made by Eugeniusz Ponczek: Polska myśl polityczna: ciągłość tradycji a koherencja aksjologiczna [Polish Political Thought: Continuity of Tradition and Axiological Coherence][21] and Myśl polityczna – kultura polityczna – polityka pamięci (w kontekście imponderabiliów polskich) [Political Thought – Political Culture – Politics of Memory (Regarding the Polish Imponderabilia)][22], as well as the volume edited by Bożena Bańkowicz, Antoni Dudka and Jacek Majchrowski: Główne nurty współczesnej polskiej myśli politycznej [Main Currents of Polish Contemporary Political Thought] (Kraków 1996); Kazimierz Przybysz: Polska myśl polityczna 1939–1945. Zarys problematyki [Polish Political Thought 1939–1945. An Outline] (Warsaw 2000). Among these, a significance has to be given to works on the intellectual effort by the Polish post-1945 elites, such as: A. Friszke: Opozycja polityczna w PRL 1945–1980 [Political Opposition in the PRL 1945–1989] (London 1994)[23]; ed. by idem: Myśl polityczna na wygnaniu. Publicyści i politycy polskiej emigracji powojennej [Political Thought in Exile. Authors and Politicians of the Post-War Emigration] (Warsaw 1995); ed. by idem with Paweł Machcewicz and Rafał Habielski: Druga Wielka Emigracja [The Second Great Emigration] (Warsaw 1999); Rafał Habielski: W światłach i cieniach przeszłości. Emigracja wobec milenium [The Glamour and the Shadows of the Past. The Exile and the Millenium][24]; Krzysztof Łabędź: Spory wokół zagadnień programowych w publikacjach opozycji politycznej w Polsce w latach 1981–1989 [Disputes of Programme Matters in Publications by Opposition Writers 1981–1989] (Kraków 1997); ed. by Eryk Krasucki, Tomasz Sikorski and Adam Wątor: Epigoństwo czy twórcza ciągłość. Ideowe dziedzictwo głównych nurtów politycznych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej w refleksji politycznej po zakończeniu II wojny światowej [Epigons or Creative Continuators. Ideological Heritage of Main Political Currents of the Second Polish Republic in the Political Thought at the Close of World War II] (Toruń 2011); Marian S. Wolański: Europa Środkowo-Wschodnia w myśli politycznej emigracji polskiej 1945–1975 [Central and Eastern Europe in the Political Thought of the Polish Emigration 1945–1975] (Wrocław 1996); Tadeusz Wolsza: Za żelazną kurtyną. Europa Środkowo-Wschodnia, Związek Sowiecki i Józef Stalin w opiniach polskiej emigracji politycznej w Wielkiej Brytanii 1944/1945–1953 [Behind the Iron Curtain. Central and Eastern Europe, Soviet Union and Joseph Stalin in the Opinions of the Polish Political Emigration in Great Britain 1944/1945–1953] (Warsaw 2005); ed. by Ewa Maj and Alicja Wójcik: Myśl polityczna w Polsce po 1989 roku. Wybrane nurty ideowe [Post-1989 Political Thought in Poland. Selected Currents] (Lublin 2008); ed. by Bronisław Pasierb and Krystyna A. Paszkiewicz: Współczesna polska myśl polityczna [Polish Contemporary Political Thought] (Wrocław 1996); ed. by Jan Miś: Twórcy polskiej myśli politycznej. Zbiór studiów [Originators of Polish Political Thought. Selection of Studies] (Wrocław 1978); ed. by Magdalena Mikołajczyk and Michał Śliwa: Kontynuacje i nowatorstwo w świecie współczesnych idei [Continuation and Novelty in the World of Contemporary Ideas] (Kraków 2008); ed. by Tadeusz Godlewski and Wojciech Jurkiewicz: Polacy – Polska – Europa. Interpretacje idei politycznych [The Poles – Poland – Europe. Interpretations of Political Ideas] (Bydgoszcz 2002).

Of crucial importance for the intellectual effort contributed by the 20th-century thinkers are sectional analyses of all the various categories. Regarding the notions of the Nation and the State one should note the works by Andrzej Wierzbicki: Naród – państwo w polskiej myśli historycznej dwudziestolecia międzywojennego [Nation and State in Polish Historical Thought of the Interwar Period] (Warsaw 1978); Joanna Kurczewska: Naród w socjologii i ideologii polskiej. Analiza porównawcza wybranych koncepcji z przełomu XIX i XX wieku [Nation within Polish Sociology and Ideology. Comparative Analysis of Selected Ideas of the Turn of the 20th Century] (Warsaw 1979); Wojciech Modzelewski: Naród i postęp. Problematyka narodowa w ideologii i myśli społecznej pozytywistów warszawskich [Nation and Progress. Issues of Nationality in the Ideological and Social Thought of Warsaw Positivists] (Warsaw 1977); R. Wapiński: Świadomość polityczna w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [Political Awareness in the Second Polish Republic] (Łódź 1989) and Pokolenia Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [Generations of the Second Polish Republic] (Wrocław 1991), as well as a collective volume authored by K. Kawalec, Teresa Kulak, Stanisław Ciesielski, Zbigniew Fras: Naród i narodowość polska lat 1795–1945 [Nation and the Polish Nationality 1795–1945][25]. 

The issue of independence and the ways of wining it back attracted among others the interest of Karol Grunberg: Polskie koncepcje federalistyczne 1864–1918 [Polish Federalist Ideas 1864–1918] (Warsaw 1971); Janusz Wojtasik: Idea walki zbrojnej o niepodległość Polski 1864–1907 [The Idea of Military Combat for Polish Independence] (Warsaw 1987); Leszek Kamiński: Romantyzm a ideologia. Główne ugrupowania polityczne Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej wobec tradycji romantycznej [Romanticism and Ideology. Main Political Factions of the Second Polish Republic and the Romantic Tradition] (Wrocław 1980); Tomasz Nałęcz: Irredenta polska. Myśl powstańcza przed I wojną światową [Polish Irredentism. Insurrectionist Thought before World War I] (Warsaw 1987); Jan Molenda: Piłsudczycy a narodowi demokracji 1908–1918 [Piłsudskiites and National Democrats 1908–1918] (Warsaw 1980); Eugeniusz Ponczek: Tradycja trzeciomajowa. Legenda kościuszkowska. Symbolika 11 listopada. Z badań nad dziejami idei niepodległości Polski w latach II wojny światowej [3rd May Tradition. Kościuszko Legend. Symbolism of 11 November. From the Research on the History of the Idea of Polish Independence during World War II] (Toruń 2011), Włodzimierz Suleja: Orientacja austro-polska w latach I wojny światowej (do aktu 5 listopada 1916 roku) [Autro-Polish Orientation during World War I (until the Act of 5 November)] (Wrocław 1992); it was covered in volumes ed. by Tadeusz Kizwalter and J. Skowronek: Droga do niepodległości czy program defensywny. Praca organiczna – praca i motywy [Road to Independence or Defensive Programme. Organic Work – Manifestations and Motivations] (Warsaw 1988); and one edited by Włodzimierz Wrzesiński: Do niepodległości 1918–1944/45–1989. Wizje – drogi – spełnienie [Towards Independence 1918–1944/45–1989. Visions – Roads – Fulfilment] (Warsaw 1998).

Concerning the notions related to government, the works to consider are: K. Kawalec: Wizje Ustrojowe państwa w polskiej myśli politycznej [Visions of State Government in Polish Political Thought] (Wrocław 1995); Andrzej Friszke: O kształt Niepodległej [On the Form of Independent Poland] (Warsaw 1989); Andrzej Ajnenkiel: Spór o model parlamentaryzmu polskiego do roku 1926 [Dispute on the Model of Polish Parliamentarism until 1926] (Warsaw 1972); Jerzy Holzer: Mozaika polityczna Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [The Political Mosaic of the Second Polish Republic] (Warsaw 1974); Tadeusz Kowalik: Spór o ustrój społeczno-gospodarczy Polski 1944–1948 [The Dispute on the Social and Economic System in Poland 1944–1948] (Warsaw 1980); Krystyna Kersten: Narodziny systemu władzy. Polska 1943–1948 [Origins of the System of Government. Poland 1943–1948] (Warsaw 1948); Stanisław Krukowski: Geneza Konstytucji 17 marca 1921 [Origins of the Constitution of 17 March 1921] (Warsaw 1977); Michał Pietrzak: Rządy parlamentarne w Polsce w latach 1919–1926 [Parliamentary Government in Poland 1919–1926] (Warsaw 1969); E. Ponczek: Polska racja stanu a przemiany systemowe w III Rzeczypospolitej w perspektywie integracji europejskiej [Polish Raison d’État and the Systemic Transformation of the Third Polish Republic in View of European Integration][26], Od demokracji do demokracji. Wartości demokratyczne w systemie politycznym Rzeczypospolitej [From Democracy to Democracy. Democratic Values in the System of Government of the Polish Republic][27], Aksjologiczny wymiar polskiej racji stanu: Od demokracji szlacheckiej do demokracji liberalnej [Axiology of the Polish Raison d’État: From Nobles’ Democracy to Liberal Democracy][28], Tradycja polskiego unionizmu i federalizmu a współczesność [Tradition of Polish Unionism and Federalism in Contemporaneity][29], Idee interregionalizmu, wielokulturowości i demokratyzmu w polskiej myśli politycznej [Notions of Inter-regionalism, Multiculturalism and Democratic Practice in Polish Political Thought][30], Democratisation Process of the Polish Republic’s Political System before and after Poland’s Accession to the European Union[31], Kształty demokracji w Polsce: tradycja – współczesność – przyszłość [Democratic Forms in Poland: Tradition – Present Day – Future][32]; Stefan Turlej: Koncepcje ustrojowe obozu londyńskiego [Concepts of Government Systems of London Emigration] (Warsaw 1978); Halina Winnicka: Tradycja a wizja Polski w publicystyce konspiracyjnej [Tradition and the Vision of Poland in Underground Publications] (Warsaw 1980); J. Surowiec: Spór o koncepcję ustroju państwowego Polski w okresie Krajowej Rady Narodowej (1944–1946) [Dispute on the Concept of the Polish Political System in the period of State National Council » KRN« (1944–1946)] (Wrocław 1982).

The issues concerning the envisioned borders of the Polish lands, the national security with the consideration of the territory, the notion of directions and nature of foreign policy as well as ideas of integration were covered in the following works: Polska i jej sąsiedzi [Poland and Its Neighbours] as Volume I of the Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku [Polish Political Thought of the 19th and 20th century] series (Wrocław 1975); Między polską etniczną a historyczną [Between Ethnic and Historical Poland] as Volume VI of the aforementioned series (Wrocław 1988); Łukasz Adamski, Polityka Polski wobec Ukrainy [Ukrainian Policy of Poland] (Warsaw 2010), as well as idem with Anna M. Deyner and Tomasz Sikorski, Praca u podstaw na Wschodzie [Groundwork in the East] (Warsaw 2011); Jerzy Borzęcki: Pokój ryski 1921 roku i kształtowanie się międzywojennej Europy Wschodniej [Peace of Riga 1921 and the Shaping of Eastern Europe] (Warsaw 2012); Jan J. Bruski: Między prometeizmem a realpolityk. II Rzeczpospolita wobec Ukrainy Sowieckiej 1921–1926 [Between Prometheism and Realpolitik. Ukrainian Policy of the Second Polish Republic 1921–1926] (Kraków 2010); ed. by Erhard Cziomer: Polityka zagraniczna i bezpieczeństwa Polski (po 1989 roku) [Foreign and Security Policy of Poland (post 1989)] (Kraków 2014); Aleksy Derug: Polityka wschodnia Polski wobec Litwy, Białorusi, Ukrainy (1918–1919) [Polish Eastern Policy towards Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine (1918–1919)] (Warsaw 1969); Wiesław Dobrzycki: Granica zachodnia w polityce polskiej 1944–1947 [The Western Border in Polish Politics 1944–1947] (Warsaw 1974); Janusz Faryś: Koncepcje polskiej polityki zagranicznej 1918-1939 [The Ideas of Polish Foreign Policy 1918–1939] (Warsaw 1981); ed. by Maryla Fałdowska and Adam Wielomski: Bezpieczeństwo we współczesnej myśli politycznej [National Security in Contemporary Political Thought] (Warsaw 2015); ed. by Andrzej Gil: Polityka wschodnia Polski. Uwarunkowania. Koncepcje. Realizacja [Polish Eastern Policy. Conditions. Concepts. Implementation] (Lublin 2009); Katarzyna Gomółka: Między Polską a Rosją. Białoruś w koncepcjach polskich ugrupowań politycznych 1918–1922 [Between Poland and Russia. Belarus in the Ideology of Polish Political Formations 1918–1922] (Warsaw 1994); Piotr Grabowiec: Między polityką a ekonomią. Przesłanki zjednoczenia Europy w zaczątkach polskiej myśli integracyjnej okresu międzywojennego [Between Politics and Economy. Rationale for Unification of Europe in the Origins of Polish Integrative Thought of the Inter-war Period][33] and Od partykularyzmu do uniwersalizmu. Polskie koncepcje międzynarodowej integracji politycznej w latach 1939-1945. Zarys problematyki [From Particularism to Universalism. Polish Concepts of International Political Integration 1939–1945. An Outline][34]; Radosław Grodzki, Polska polityka zagraniczna w XX i XXI wieku. Główne kierunki – Fakty – Ludzie – Wydarzenia [Polish Foreign Policy in the 20th and 21st Century. Main Directions – Facts – People – Events] (Zakrzewo 2009); Jerzy Juchnowski and Jan Ryszard Sielezin: The Concept of State in Polish Political Thought in the Period 1918–1939 (Toruń 2013) and The Concept of State in Polish Political Thought in the War and Occupation Period (19391945) (Toruń 2016); Adolf Juzwenko: Polska a “biała” Rosja (od XI 1918 do IV 1920) [Poland and the “White” Russia (Nov. 1918 to Apr. 1920)] (Wrocław 1973); Jerzy Kajetanowicz: Wojsko Polskie w systemie bezpieczeństwa państwa 1945–2010 [Polish Army in the System of National Security 1945–2010] (Częstochowa 2013); Marek Kamiński: Polityka Zagraniczna Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej 1918–1939 [Polish Foreign Policy 1918–1939] (Warsaw 1998); Wojciech Karpiński: Polska a Rosja. Z dziejów słowiańskiego sporu [Poland and Russia. From the History of the Slavonic Dispute] (Lublin 1999); Tytus Komarnicki: Próba stworzenia związku polsko-czechosłowackiego w okresie II wojny światowej [An Attempt at Establishing Polish-Czech-Slovak Union during World War II][35]; Bogusław Kowalski: Realizm zamiast krucjaty. Szkice o polskiej polityce wschodniej [Realism instead of a Crusade. Essays on Polish Eastern Policy] (Warsaw 2009); Roman Kuźniar, Droga do wolności. Polityka zagraniczna III RP [Road to Freedom. Foreign Policy of the Third Polish Republic] (Warsaw 2008), Polityka zagraniczna III RP [Foreign Policy of the Third Polish Republic] (Warsaw 2012), as well as edited by idem: Krzysztof Skubiszewski. Dyplomata i mąż stanu [Krzysztof Skubiszewski. Diplomat and Statesman] (Warsaw 2011); Sławomir Łukasiewicz, Środkowoeuropejskie inicjatywy federalistyczne realizowane na terenie Stanów Zjednoczonych w latach 1949–1956 [Central European Federalist Initiatives Implemented in the USA 1949–1956][36] and Projekty federalistyczne jako płaszczyzna kontaktów emigrantów z Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej w USA w latach 1940–1956 [Federalist Projects as Plane for Contacts of Exiles from Central and Eastern Europe in the USA 1940–1956][37]; Grzegorz Łukomski, Walka Rzeczypospolitej o kresy północno-wschodnie 1918–1920. Polityka i działania militarne [Republic of Poland Fighting for Its North-Eastern Borderlands 1918–1920. Political and Military Activity] (Poznań 1994); Sergiusz Mikulicz: Prometeizm w polityce II Rzeczypospolitej [Prometheism in the Politics of Second Polish Republic] (Warsaw 1971); Marian Mroczko: Ziemie dzielnicy pruskiej w koncepcjach i działalności politycznej 1864–1939 [Lands of the Prussian Partition in the Political Ideology and Activity 1864–1939] (Gdańsk 1994) and Polska myśl zachodnia 1918–1939 [Polish Western Policy 1918–1939] (Poznań 1986); ed. by Stanisław Nicieja: Jałta z perspektywy półwiecza [Yalta Half a Century Later] (Opole 1995); Maria Nowak-Kiełbikowa: Konstanty Skirmunt: polityk i dyplomata [Konstanty Skirmunt: Politician and Diplomat] (Warsaw 1998); Marian Orzechowski: Odra-Nysa Łużycka-Bałtyk w polskiej myśli politycznej okresu II wojny światowej [Oder-Western Neisse-Baltic Sea in Polish Political Thought during World War II] (Wrocław 1969); Bronisław Pasierb: Polska myśl polityczna okresu II wojny światowej wobec Niemiec [Polish Political Thought Regarding Germany during World War II] (Poznań 1990); Eugeniusz Ponczek: Polska myśl o pokoju w latach drugiej wojny światowej (1939–1945) [Polish Peace Thought during World War II (1939–1945] (Łódź 1999), Polska myśl polityczna wobec pacyfizmu (1939–1945) [Polish Political Thought and Pacifism (1939–1945)][38], Polska myśl polityczna w latach II wojny światowej wobec “porządku wersalskiego” [Polish Political Thought during World War II and the “Versailles Order”][39], Irenologia – aksjologia – myśl o pokoju. Wyzwania i możliwości polskich badań nad pokojem [Irenology – Axiology – Thought on Peace. Challenges and Opportunities Before Polish Research on Peace][40], Konteksty znaczeniowe słowa pokój w polskiej myśli politycznej (1939–1945) [Semantic Contexts of the Word ‘Peace’ in Polish Political Thought (1939–1945)][41]; Wizja Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej w polskiej myśli politycznej w latach II wojny światowej [The Vision of Central and Eastern Europe in Polish Political Thought during World War II][42], The Polish Statehood and European Integration: Antecedents and Anticipations[43], Europa Środkowo-Wschodnia w polskiej myśli politycznej (1939–1945) [Central and Eastern Europe in Polish Political Thought (1939–1945)][44], Idea międzynarodowego ładu pokojowego w świadomości politycznej społeczeństwa polskiego: tradycja i współczesność [The Concept of International Peace Order in Political Awareness of the Polish Society: Tradition and the Present Day][45], Polscy myśliciele polityczni oraz elity przywódcze o europejski ładzie pokojowym: tradycja i możliwości jej aktualizacji [Polish Political Thinkers and Governing Elites on European Peace Order: Tradition and Opportunities for Its Actualisation][46], Kwestia zmiany zachodniej granicy powojennej Rzeczypospolitej w myśli politycznej Polski Walczącej (1939–1945) [The Issue of Alterations to the Polish Western Border in the Political Thought of the Polish Underground Movement (1939–1945)][47]; ed. by Magdalena Semczyszyn, Tomasz Sikora and Adam Wątor: Nad Odrą i Bałtykiem: ludzie – realizacja do 1989 [Over the Oder and the Baltic Sea: People – Implementation until 1989] (Szczecin 2013); Andrzej Skrzypek: Związek Bałtycki, Litwa, Łotwa, Finlandia i Estonia w polityce Polski i ZSRR w latach 1919–1925 [Warsaw Accord, Lithuania, Latvia, Finland and Estonia in Polish and Soviet Policies 1919–1925] (Warsaw 1975); Krzysztof Tarka: Emigracyjna dyplomacja. Polityka zagraniczna Rządu RP na uchodźstwie 1945–1990 [Diplomacy in Emigration. Foreign Policy of Polish Government-in-Exile 1945–1990] (Warsaw 2003); Marian S. Wolański: Miejsce Polski w Europie w polskiej myśli politycznej lat 1944–1948 [The Place of Poland in Europe in Polish Political Thought 1944–1948] (Wrocław 1978) and Europa Środkowo-Wschodnia w koncepcjach ośrodka prezydenckiego w Londynie w latach 1949–1953 [Central and Easter Europe in the Ideas of the President’s Milieu in London 1949–1953][48]; Zdzisław Wroniak: Sprawa polskiej granicy zachodniej w latach 1918–1939 [The Case of the Polish Western Border 1918–1939] (Poznań 1963); Wojciech Wrzesiński: Warmia i Mazury w polskiej myśli politycznej 1864–1945 [Warmia and Masuria in Polish Political Thought 1864–1945] (Warsaw 1984) and Prusy Wschodnie w polskiej myśli politycznej 1864-1945 [East Prussia in Polish Political Thought 1864–1945] (Olsztyn 1994); ed. by Justyna Zając and Ryszard Zięba: Polska w stosunkach międzynarodowych 1945–1989 [Poland and Its International Relations 1945-1989] (Toruń 2005).

Also the category of notions framing the nationality issues in concepts put forth by 20th century Polish intellectuals proved has been an object of studies. These include: Polska – Polacy – Mniejszości Narodowe [Poland – The Poles – Ethnic Minorities] as Volume VIII of the series Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku [Polish Political Thought of the 19th and 20th Century] (Wrocław 1992); Andrzej Chojnowski: Koncepcje polityki narodowościowej rządów polskich w latach 1921–1939 [Notions of Ethnic Policy of the Polish Government 1921–1939] (Wrocław 1979); Waldemar Micha: Obcy w polskim domu. Nacjonalistyczne koncepcje rozwiązania problemu mniejszości narodowych 1918–1939 [Strangers in the Polish Home. Nationalist Ideas of Solving the Problem of Ethnic Minorities 1918–1939] (Lublin 1994); M. Śliwa: Obcy czy swoi. Z dziejów poglądów na kwestię żydowską w Polsce w XIX i XX wieku [Strangers or Locals. From the History of Outlooks on the Jewish Question in Poland in the 19th and 20th Century] (Kraków 1997); K. Gomółka: Polskie ugrupowania polityczne wobec kwestii białoruskiej 1918–1922 [Polish Political Factions on the Belarusian Question 1918–1922] (Warsaw 1989); ed. by J. Jachymek: Mniejszości narodowe w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku [Ethnic Minorities in Polish Political Thought of the 20th Century] (Lublin 1992), as well as idem with W. Paruch: Między rzeczywistością polityczną a światem iluzji. Rozwiązania problemu mniejszości narodowych w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku [Between Political Reality and the Realm of Illusion. Solutions to the Problem of Ethnic Minorities in Polish Political Thought of the 20th Century] (Lublin 2001). 

Regarding the reflection of economic issues, the following publications prove worth noting: ed. by Stanisław Czaja: Rozwój polskiej myśli ekonomicznej na przestrzeni wieków [Development of Polish Economic Thought throug the Ages] (Wrocław 2004); Kazimierz Dziewulski: Spór o etatyzm 1919-1939 [Dispute on Statism 1919–1939] (Warsaw 1981); Aleksandra Lityńska: Polska myśl ekonomiczna okresu międzywojennego [Polish Economic Thought of the Inter-war Period] (Kraków 1998); Edward Łukawer: Z historii polskiej myśli ekonomicznej 1945–1995 [From the History of Polish Economic Thought] (Warsaw 1997); Wiesław Piątkowski: Idee agrarne ugrupowań politycznych w Królestwie Polskim w latach 1892–1918 [Agrarian Ideas of Polish Formations in the Kingdom of Poland 1892–1918] (Łódź 1992); ed. by Michał Szułdrzyński: Kapitalizm po polsku [Capitalism in Polish] (Kraków 2003); Andrzej Wojtas: Problematyka agrarna w polskiej myśli politycznej 1918–1948 [Agrarian Issues in Polish Political Thought 1918–1948] (Warsaw 1983). Urszula Zagóra-Junszta: Spory o model gospodarki Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej (Problem etatyzmu, planowania i kartelizacji) [Disputes on the Economic Model of the Second Polish Republic (The Issue of Statism, Planning and Cartelisation] (Katowice 1991); Seweryn Żurawicki: Myśl ekonomiczno-polityczna w Polsce okresu międzywojennego [Economic and Political Thought in the Inter-war Poland] (Warsaw 1970) and idem with Leszek Guzicki: Historia polskiej myśli społeczno-ekonomicznej 1914-1945 [History of Polish Social and Economic Thought] (Warsaw 1974).

The field of thought on civilisation and culture can be distilled from the works such as: Leszek Gawora: O wielości cywilizacji. Filozofia społeczna Feliksa Konecznego [On Multiple Civilisations. Social Philosophy of Feliks Koneczny] (Lublin 2002) and Katastrofizm w polskiej myśli społecznej i filozofii [Catastrophism in Polish Social Thought and Philosophy] (Lublin 1999), Bogumił Grott: Religia, cywilizacja, rozwój. Wokół idei Jana Stachniuka [Religion, Civilisation, Progress. On the Ideas of Jan Stachniuk] (Kraków 2003); Eugeniusz Ponczek: Dyskurs o kulturze w polskiej myśli politycznej (1939–1945) [Discourse of Culture in Polish Political Thought (1939–1945)] (Toruń 2006), as well as his articles: Wartości polskiej kultury politycznej: zmienność dziejowa i wyzwania przyszłości [Values of Polish Political Culture: Historical Variability and Future Challenges][49], Etyka obywatelska w polskiej kulturze politycznej: możliwości i ograniczenia [Civic Ethics in Polish Political Culture: Opportunities and Limitations][50], Przenikanie kultur i ich dialog – dziedzictwo polskie i wyzwania przyszłości [Interference and Dialogue of Cultures – Polish Heritage and Future Challenges][51], Polska myśl polityczna w sytuacji wyzwań cywilizacyjnych współczesności [Polish Political Thought on Civilisational Challenges of the Present Day][52], Rodzimość i europejskość kultury ojczystej w debacie politycznej Polski Walczącej (1939–1945) [Native and European Character of the Polish Culture in the Public Debate of the Polish Underground Movement (1939–1945)][53], Wyzwania modernizacyjne a ciągłość cywilizacyjna społeczeństwa polskiego. Doświadczenia przeszłości i wyzwania przyszłości [Challenges of Modernisation and the Civilisational Continuity of Polish Society. Experiences of the Past and Challenges of the Future][54], Zmienność dziejowa polskiej kultury politycznej a wyzwania współczesności [Historical Variability of Polish Political Culture and Present Day Challenges][55], ed. by idem with Andrzej Sepkowski: Dialog idei w Europie w XX i XXI wieku [Dialogue of Ideas in Europe of the 20th and 21st Century] (Toruń 2011). Roman Wapiński: Polska na styku narodów i kultur. W kręgu przeobrażeń narodowościowych i cywilizacyjnych w XIX i XX wieku [Poland at the Intersection of Nations and Cultures. On Transformations of Nationality and Civilisation in the 19th and 20th Century] (Gdańsk 2002). These motives are also clearly recurrent in works by Andrzej Piskozub[56].

The research into the relationship between geography and politics dates back to mid-19th century. The local interest in the related issues stemmed from the reflection on the causes of the fall of the Polish and Lithuanian Commonwealth. The development of Polish geopolitical thought came in the period of Independent Poland, when attempts were made at creating an intellectual framework grounding the territorial pretensions of the Second Republic. Such conditions were responsible for origination of multilateral relations of the state, which comprised the ideological core of the thought by the intellectual elites of the Second Republic on security and the role Poland should take in Europe, especially in the region of the “Young Europe” countries. Having experienced the devastating effects of World War II, Polish geopolitical thought approached the issues of post-war order and the politics of global powers, which was the point of focus for Polish political emigration. The rich and multifaceted character of the 20th-century Polish political thought constitutes an open area of research. It requires diligent study and a turn towards the oeuvre by Polish intellectual elites of the mid-20th century, who elaborated the foundation of notions which we find underlying the contemporary intellectual framework of the place and role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe. The above remarks, however, mean in no way to discredit the already existing and – luckily – constantly growing academic output concerning Polish geopolitical considerations. In the field of reflection on the notion of influence of territorial factors upon political processes, i.e. the dilemmas of Polish geopolitics[57], one must mention works by: Jarosław Mikołajec: Odrodzenie geopolityki w Polsce [Renaissance of Geopolitics in Poland][58]; Paweł Burdzy and Mariusz Sielski: Polityka zagraniczna Ukrainy [Ukrainian Foreign Policy] (Warsaw 1995); Piotr Cieplucha: Prometeizm i koncepcja międzymorza w praktyce polityczno-prawnej oraz dyplomacji II RP [Prometheism and the Notion of Intermarium in Political and Legal Practice and Diplomacy of the Polish Second Republic][59]; Stanisław Ciosek and Małgorzata Wieteska-Rostek: Współczesne stosunki międzynarodowe: praca zbiorowa [Contemporary International Relations: Joint Publication] (Warsaw 2008); Radosław Domke: Ziemie Zachodnie i Północne Polski w propagandzie lat 1945-1948 [Western and Northern Lands of Poland in the Propaganda of 1945-1948] (Zielona Góra 2010); Piotr Eberhardt: Między Rosją a Niemcami: przemiany narodowościowe w Europie Środkowo-Wschodniej w XX wieku [Between Germany and Russia: Nationality Transformation in 20th Century Central and Eastern Europe] (Warsaw 1996), Polska i jej granice. Z historii polskiej geografii politycznej [Poland and Its Borders. From the History of Polish Political Geography] (Lublin 2004), Problematyka geopolityczna ziem polskich [Geopolitical Issues Regarding the Polish Territory] (Warsaw 2008), Twórcy polskiej geopolityki [Originators of Polish Geopolitics] (Kraków 2006), ed. by idem: Problematyka geopolityczna ziem polskich [Geopolitical Issues Regarding the Polish Territory] (Warsaw 2008); Tomasz Gajowniczek: Rosja a “międzymorze”, w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku. Wybrane zagadnienia [Russia and the “Intermarium” in 20th Century Polish Political Thought. Selected Problems][60] as well as Koncepcja “Międzymorza” w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku [The Notion of “Intermarium” in 20th Century Polish Political Thought][61]; Feliks Gross: Federacje i konfederacje europejskie. Rodowód i wizje [European Federations and Confederations. Heritage and Visions] (Warsaw 1994); Krzysztof Grygajtis: Polskie idee federacyjne i ich realizacja w XIX i XX wieku [Polish Federalist Ideas and Their Implementation in the 19th and 20th Century] (Częstochowa 2001) and Sowiecka strategia geopolityczna w Europie a Polska: 1923–1943 [Soviet Geopolitical Strategy in Europe and Poland: 1923–1943] (Warsaw 2006); Kwiryna Handtke: Kresy – pojęcie i rzeczywistość: zbiór studiów [Eastern Borderlands – the Notion and Reality: Collection of Studies] (Warsaw 1997); Maciej Jakubowski: Polska i jej sąsiedzi wobec przemian cywilizacyjnych i geopolitycznych [Poland and Its Neighbours against Civilisation and Geopolitical Transformations][62] and Strategiczne znaczenie polskiej granicy wschodniej i polskiego pogranicza wschodniego [Strategic Importance of the Eastern Border and Borderlands of Poland ][63]; Jacek Kloczkowski: Przeklęte miejsce Europy?: dylematy polskiej geopolityki [Accursed Spot of Europe?: The Dilemmas of Polish Geopolitics] (Kraków 2009); Marek Kornat: Początki studiów sowietologicznych i wschodoznawczych w Polsce (1919–1939): ośrodki, czasopisma, badacze [The Early Polish Soviet and Eastern Studies in Poland (1919–1939: Centres, Journals, Investigators] (Warsaw 2002); Polska Szkoła Sowietologiczna 1930–1939, [Polish School of Soviet Studies 1930–1939] (Kraków 2003); Aleksandra Kościak-Pajewska: Polska między Rosją a Niemcami: koncepcje polityczne Adolfa Bocheńskiego [Poland between Russia and Germany: Political Ideas of Adolf Bocheński] (Poznań 1992); Zbigniew Lach and Julian Skrzyp: Geostrategiczne położenie Polski przed i po transformacji ustrojowej [Geostrategic Position of Poland Before and After the Political Transformation] (Warsaw 2008); idem with Andrzej Łaszczuk: Geografia bezpieczeństwa państw regionu środkowoeuropejskiego [Geography of Security of Central European Countries] (Warsaw 2001); Ireneusz Maj: Działalność Instytutu Wschodniego w Warszawie 1926–1939 [The Operation of the Institute of Eastern Studies in Warsaw 1926–1939] (Warsaw 2007); Tadeusz Markowski: Jak wykorzystać geopolityczne położenie Polski? [How to Benefit from the Geopolitical Position of Poland?] (Warsaw 2006) as well as idem with Andrzej Stasiak: Rola polskiej przestrzeni w integrującej się Europie [Role of the Polish Territory in the Integrating Europe] (Warsaw 2007); Leszek Moczulski: Europa ojczyzn 2004: geopolityka, gospodarka, cywilizacja [Europe of Homelands 2004: Geopolitics, Economy, Civilisation] (Warsaw 2003); Anna Moraczewska: Transformacja funkcji granic Polski [Transformation of the Functions of Polish Borders] (Lublin 2008); Andrzej Nowak: Ofiary, imperia i historycy: studium przypadków (od XVIII do XXI wieku) [Victims, Empires and Historians: Case Studies (18th to 21st Century)] (Kraków 2009); Tomasz Otremba: Wyżyna Polska. O zachowaniu całości i niepodległości Polski [Polish Highland. On Keeping Poland Integral and Independent] (Gdańsk 1997); Małgorzata Pacuk and Jerzy Zaleski: Europa Bałtycka: rozwój koncepcji: opracowanie dedykowane Profesorowi Jerzemu Zaleskiemu w pięćdziesięciolecie pracy naukowej. Regiony nadmorskie [Baltic Europe: Development of the Notion: Volume Dedicated to Professor Jerzy Zaleski on the 50th Anniversary of his Academic Work. Seaside Regions] (Gdańsk 2001); Andrzej Piskozub: Polska w cywilizacji zachodniej [Poland within the Western Civilisation] (Gdańsk 2001); Marcin Rościszewski and Zuzanna Siemek: Polska granica wschodnia [Polish Eastern Border][64]; Julian Skrzyp: Geostrategiczne położenie Polski [Geostrategic Position of Poland] (Warsaw 1998), Środkowoeuropejski region strategiczny jako element przestrzeni euroatlantyckiej [The Strategic Region of Central Europe as an Element of the Euro-Atlantic Space](Warsaw 2001) as well as idem with Zbigniew Lach and Andrzej Łaszczuk: Geografia wojenna RP i krajów ościennych – synteza wyników badań [Military Geography of the Polish Republic and Neighbouring Countries – Synthesis of Research Results] (Warsaw 2000); Leszek Sykulski: Polska myśl geopolityczna w latach 1989–2009 [Polish Geopolitical Thought 1989–2009] (Chorzów 2015); Józef Szaniawski: Reduta: Polska między historią a geopolityką [Bulwark: Poland between History and Geopolitics] (Warsaw 2002); Tomasz Szczepański: Międzymorze. Polityka środkowoeuropejska KPN [Intermarium. Central European Politics of KPN] (Warsaw 1993); Krzysztof Szczerski: Podmiotowość geopolityczna. Studia nad polską polityka zagraniczną [Geopolitical Self-Determination. Studies on Polish Foreign Policy] (Warsaw 2009), Jan Wendt: Geopolityczne aspekty transportu w Europie Środkowej [Geopolitical Aspects of Transport in Central Europe] (Warsaw 1999); Tomasz Zarycki: From Soviet to a Western-dominated Political Scene: the Geopolitical Context of Politics in Poland[65] as well as Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe (London 2014).

The situation is much better both in terms of quality and quantity when it comes to works on general political thought and its components regarding all the respective currents and factions. That does not mean, however, the research on those matters has been utterly exhaustive. The presentations and insights made to date require complementary work, corrections, they would also benefit from an interdisciplinary approach applying tools of sciences related to history.

In the literature on Polish conservatism of key importance for the cognisance of its history, structure and emerging intellectual frameworks are the works by: Andrzej Ajnenkiel[66], Jacek Bartyzel[67], Z. Budych[68], Edward Czapiewski[69], Marek Figura[70], Bogusław Gałka[71], Artur Górski[72], Jacek Gzella[73], Rafał Habielski[74], Jerzy Jaruzelski[75], Michał Jaskólski[76], Andrzej Jaszczuk[77], A. Kościak-Pajewska[78], Władysław T. Kulesza[79], Marcin Król[80]; Waldemar Łazuga[81], Rafał Matyja[82], Włodzimierz Mich[83], Henryk S. Michalak[84], Janusz Osica[85], Marek Pąkciński[86], Szymon Rudnicki[87], Jan Skoczyński[88], Grażyna Sordyl[89], Bohdan Szlachta[90], Dariusz Szpoper[91], Andrzej Szwarc[92], K.M. Ujazdowski[93], Konrad Wandowicz[94], Przemysław Waingertner[95], Władysław Władyka[96]. The works by the above listed researchers cover the issue of intellectual disputes within the movement – as well as conservatives challenging and being challenged by other formations – structures and models of their activity, as well as the conservative ideology; special treatment has been given in those studies to the components of thought decisive in terms of social, economic and political solutions put forth by the movement’s representatives. An important place among the works on Polish conservatism is due to systemic issues, the directions considered in foreign policies and the idea of the state, as well as the character of policies aimed at ethnic minorities[97]. It should be underscored that although syntheses framing the entirety of intellectual effort by Polish adherents of conservatism regarding social as well as political and economic realities have been provided, especially within selected periods of history, there remains noticeable deficiency in monographs of the intellectual effort by the prominent figures in the realm of its ideas. Furthermore, those created are in fact no more than a starting point for deepened researches which would entail a position on the issue of the role played by Poland in Central and Eastern Europe throughout the 20th century. 

The problems comprising the catalogue of social as well as political and economic thought of the broadly understood Polish national camp and thinkers associated with it ideologically have to various degrees been the subject of studies by a wide array of scholars. Among them a mention is due to: Michał Andrzejczak[98], Stefan Aksamitek[99], Olaf Bergmann[100], Marek Białokur[101], Piotr Biliński[102], Antoni Bobrus[103], Andrzej Borkowski, Władysław Bułhak[104], Jerzy Chodorowski[105], Marzena Dajnowicz, Aneta Dawidowicz, Przemysław Dąbrowski[106], J. Faryś[107], Andrzej Friszke[108], Krystyna Gomułka[109], Bogumił Grott[110], Bohdan Halczak[111], Andrzej Jaeschke, Konrad Jajecznik[112], Michał Jaskólski[113], Zbigniew Kaczmarek[114], Krzysztof Kawalec[115], Krzysztof Kawęcki[116], Stanisław Kilian[117], Jerzy Kornaś[118], Marek Kornat, Albert Kotowski, Tomasz Koziełło[119], Teresa Kulak[120], Lucyna Kulińska[121], Jan Kuś[122], Grzegorz Krzywiec[123], Zbigniew Landau[124], Marian Leczyk, Henryk Lisiak, Zygmunt Łupina, Jarosław Macała[125], Tomasz Madras[126], Ewa Maj[127], Jacek M. Majchrowski[128], Maciej Marszał[129], Wojciech Materski, Arkadiusz Meller[130], Andrzej Micewski[131], Ryszard Michalski, Marian Mroczko[132], Michał Musielak[133], Mateusz Nieć[134], Bernadetta Nitschke[135], Zygmunt Opacki, Krzysztof Osiński, Eugeniusz Paruzel, Waldemar Plennikowski, Grzegorz Radomski[136], Wiesław Ratajczak, Szymon Rudnicki[137], Mieczysław Ryba[138], Jan Sandorski, Uwe Schrade[139], B. Smolik[140], Mieczysław Sobczak[141], Piotr Świerszcz, Dariusz Tarasiuk, Jerzy J. Terej[142], G. Tokarz[143], J. Tomasiewicz[144], Adrian Tyszkiewicz, Piotr Wandycz[145], Roman Wapiński[146], Jan Waskan[147], Adam Wątor[148], Tadeusz Włudyka[149], Witold Wojdyło[150], Tadeusz Wolsza[151], Mariusz Wołos, Stanisław Wójcik[152], Wojciech Wrzesiński[153], Józef Zieliński[154], Jan Żaryn[155], Maria J. Żmichrowska[156], Seweryn Żurawicki. The above academics showed interest both in structural issues associated with region- and nation-wide operation of the national camp, but also in all forms of reflection on the political, economic and social realities both in the national and international context. Besides synthetic and sectional works, there emerged monographs – particularly analytical ones – identifying particular components of the theoretical thought of the members of National Democracy (ND), for instance focusing on the geographical, cultural, national and ideological factors, important for the intellectual frameworks put forth by the prominent figures of the movement related to their own visions of the position of Poland in Europe, particularly in Central and Eastern Europe. The catalogue of categories significant for political, economic and social aspects of national thought thought is not a closed set; furthermore, it undergoes internal evolution, serving as a litmus of active external determinants. The bibliography on the local national movement comprises items strictly concerned with the role of Poland, primarily of the Polish nation, in that part of Europe. Scholars compartmentalising the substance of the political thought developed by Polish national-democratic movement distill from it all the existing economic, geopolitical, cultural and civilisational concepts, which centre around the notion of the role of Poland among the countries of “Young Europe”. These works, however, are far from barring the way for further analyses to be undertaken within the subject matter, as indicated by the regularly published works on the already established categories of conservative political thought and subsequent biographies of the originators of the Polish nationalist idea. 

The issues of political, economic, geopolitical and cultural considerations in the Polish Christian democratic thought have been researched by: Andrzej Andrusiewicz[157], Edward Balawejder[158], Czesław Demel[159], Adam Gruszecki[160], Walentyna Korpalska[161], Bożena Krzywobłocka[162], Paweł Łyżwa[163], J.M. Majchrowski[164], Marian Orzechowski[165], Henryk Przybylski[166], Barbara Sobolewska[167], Z. Tkacz[168], Krzysztof Turowski[169], Ryszard Michalski[170]. What the above intellectuals analyse is the political activity and programme manifestos of Christian-democratic movement, itse idea of the state, the matters of ethnic minorities and the import of religion in social, political and economic plane. Selected categories of Christian-democratic thought were at the very core of the reflection on the nature of the role to be played by Poland not only in Central and Eastern Europe but in the entire Old Continent. However, one does notice a regrettable lack of monographs providing in-depth analyses of those economic, civilisational and especially geopolitical considerations regarding the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe. Broadly understood formation of the Polish Christian Democracy suffers from a shortage of academic output on the above subject matter, which poses a challange for its researches, at the same time opening the way for revisions during newly undertaken studies and complementing the bibliography on Christian Democracy with works on the aforementioned concepts. 

There is a relative wealth of works on the Piłsudskiites i.e. the Sanation movement. These concerns both its structure as well as its programme and ideological matters. The field of intellectual effort by Sanation was covered in publications focusing on state-oriented thought, territorial concepts, as well as visions of the role of Poland in the Promethean idea of Intermarium. Additionally, the matter of country’s security in its part of Europe and the attractiveness of Poland for potential cooperators for bi- and multilateral agreements were touched upon. Numerous studies were made into the ethnic minority policy, very significant due to Piłsudski’s and Piłsudskiites’ concepts fo the role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe. There is an air of profusion about the bibliography of works on activity and thought not only of the key figures, but also of the second-tier representatives of the formation, with an obviously unique position of Józef Piłsudski. We can find the conceptual content of the intellectual effort of the Sanation movement in the works by: Arkadiusz Adamczyk[171], Andrzej Ajnenkiel[172], Sławomir Cenckiewicz[173], Andrzej Chojnowski[174], Andrzej Chwalba[175], Antoni Czubiński[176], Marian Drozdowski[177], Janusz Faryś[178], Andrzej Garlicki[179], Dariusz Górecki[180], Dariusz Grzybek[181], Tadeusz Jędruszczak[182], Janusz Jędrzejewicz[183], Wacław Jędrzejewicz[184], Tytus Komarnicki[185], Alina Kowalczykowa[186], M. Król[187], Władysław Tadeusz Kulesza[188], Marian Leczyk[189], Józef Lewandowski[190], J.M. Majchrowski[191], Andrzej Micewski[192], Ryszard Mirowicz[193], Wanda Musialik[194], Tomasz Nałęcz[195], Andrzej Nowak[196], Jerzy M. Nowakowski[197], Piotr Okulewicz[198], Waldemar Paruch[199], Jacek Piotrowski[200], Teofil Piotrkiewicz[201], Paweł Samuś[202], Tomasz Sikorski[203], Tadeusz Smoliński[204], Bohdan Urbankowski[205], Iwo Wechler[206], Edward D. Wynot[207], Robert Zapart[208], Władysław Zieliński[209].

Also Polish liberal thought came within the scope of interest of some scholars although it has to be stressed that existing works are of a rather general nature. The matters associated with the concepts created by that movement were examined by: Roman Benedykciuk and Ryszard Kołodziejczyk[210], Włodzimierz Bernacki[211], Tadeusz Godlewski and Danuta Karnowska[212], Maciej Jankowski[213], Maciej Janowski[214], Wacław Jarmołowicz and Katarzyna Szarzec[215], Andrzej Jaszczuk[216], K. Rogaczewska[217], Halina Kozłowska-Sabatowska[218], M. Król[219], Barbara Skarga[220], Barbara and Marek Sobolewscy[221], J. Szacki[222].

The study of peasant movement was principally directed at the aspects of its organisation and activity. The plane of political thought presented by the popular party, though there appear works on various components of the intellectual effort by peasants’ activists, seems far from taking the form of in-depth studies of the role of Poland in Europe. Abstracting that notion from economic, cultural and civilisational concepts, as well as from the issues of geographical considerations which emerged in that movement, should be seen as a postulate for further research into the political thought of Polish peasant formation. That does not mean however, that such issues are entirely missing from the existing literature. Its elements can be traced in the works by authors such as: Jan Borkowski[223], Helena Brodowska[224], Roman Buczek[225], Wiesław Burger[226], Henryk Cimek[227], Stanisław Dąbrowski[228], Krzysztof Dunin-Wąsowicz[229], Benon Dymek[230], Jan Figat[231], Antoni Gurnicz[232], Ryszard Halaba[233], Zygmunt Hemmerling[234], Jan Jachymek[235], Bogusław Kasperek[236], Arkadiusz Kołodziejczyk[237], Andrzej Kudłaszyk[238], Eugeniusz Kulwicki[239], Andrzej Lech[240], Aleksander Łuczak[241], Antoni Mieczkowski[242], Henryk Mierzwiński[243], Jan Molenda[244], Andrzej Paczkowski[245], Wiesław Piątkowski[246], Bronisław Radlak[247], Józef Ryszard Szaflik[248], Halina Trocka[249], K. Wandowicz[250], Władysław Wic[251], Alicja Więzikowa[252], Alicja Wójcik[253], Andrzej Zakrzewski[254].

The bibliography of works on the socialist movement in Poland also proves abundant. Besides syntheses of the issue of socialist activity, one can easily trace publications on ideological and programme considerations. A wide catalogue of categories, ultimately covering the entirety of Polish socialist thought received academic attention. The assets worth mentioning include: the political system, the state, issues of nationality and foreign policy, incl. the refection on the position of Poland – as a socialist country – in Central and Eastern Europe in the zone of post-revolutionary Russian influence. These components found a way to works both concerned with the socialist movement as such, as well as to political biographies of its prominent figures. The conceptual framework of the intellectual effort by the local socialists was covered i.a. by: Roman Bäcker[255], Leon Baumgarten[256], Józef Buszko[257], Mirosław Chałubiński[258], Rafał Chwedoruk[259], Stanisław Ciesielski[260], Antoni Czubiński[261], Marian Drozdowski[262], Bogdan Głowacki[263], Janusz Gołota[264], Jerzy Holzer[265], Henryk Jabłoński[266], A. Jaeschke[267], Jerzy Jagiełło[268], Edward Jeliński[269], J. Juchnowski[270], Joanna Kurczewska[271], Krzysztof Łabędź[272], Teodor Ładyka[273], Jan Kancewicz[274], Janina Kasprzakowa[275], Krystyna Kawecka[276], Eugeniusz Koko[277], Artur Leinwald[278], Stanisław Michałowski[279], Walentyna Najdus[280], S. Nicieja[281], Zdzisław Pawluczuk[282], A. Siwik[283] Włodzimierz Suleja[284], Michał Śliwa[285], Łukasz Tomczak[286], Jan Tomicki[287], Feliks Tych[288], Aleksandra Tymieniecka[289], Adam A. Urbanowicz[290], Kazimierz Więch[291], Leon Ziaja[292], Anna Żarnowska[293], Janusz Żarnowski[294], Marian Żychowski[295]. 

Also the communist and revolutionary thought found a group of interested scholars. The subject matter of their analyses concerned not only the activity and structures of communist movement, but also all the respective constituents of that thought. It has to be stressed, however, that due to political circumstances a verification is required of many of the existing analyses of the communists’ reflection on social as well as political and economic realities. These notions were researched among others by: Henryk Cimek[296], Antoni Czubiński[297], J. Kasprzkowa[298], Bogdan Kolebacz[299], Henryk Malinowski[300], Walentyna Najdus[301], S. Niciej[302], M. Orzechowski[303], I. Pawłowski[304], Bronisław Radlak[305], Paweł Samuś[306], Krystyna Trembicka[307], Feliks Tych[308], N. Michta[309], A. Werblan[310].

The indicated directions for development of the research on the intellectual effort of the Polish elites within the conceptual field in the economic, geopolitical as well as cultural and civilisational plane require further in-depth analyses of the above described issues, especially in the crucial context of the role of Poland in its part of Europe. The existing academic output on the matter confirms the validity of the subject matter selected as: Visions of the Role of Poland in Central and Eastern Europe in 20th Century Geopolitical, Economic as well as Civilisational and Cultural Ideas.








Karolina Wolska-Pabian

POLISH CULTURE AS AN ASPECT OF REBIRTH AND INDEPENDENCE OF POLAND IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY


An outline of the political and cultural situation in Polish soil at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries

Early 20th was an extremely difficult time in the history of Poland, which suffered 123 years of partitions, resulting in its disappearance from the map of Europe, as well as the loss of Polish independence.. Despite numerous attempts to regain independence throughout the entire 19th century, none of them resulted in liberation. Throughout the period of partitions Poles living under the rule of the Partitioning Powers and those in exile cultivated Polish tradition and culture, despite facing numerous repressions. For more than a hundred years Polish culture saw only limited freedom. It is worth noting that the situation varied considerably, depending on the area in question, with the Austrian partition offering undoubtedly the best conditions for the development and growth of the Polish culture. The situation was completely different in the Kingdom of Poland, which was subjected to the most stringent political and cultural restrictions. In the Prussian partition, the development of culture ground to a halt, as the authorities treated this region as another one of its provinces, and only Poznań stood out on this cultural desert. After the flood of 1888, the city was rebuilt in a modern style, with many architects taught in the nearby Berlin – however, only few of them had Polish roots.[311]

 

One of the most interesting regions in terms of culture was Silesia, which gained autonomy along with its own parliament after 1918. In spite of the fact that it was covered in its entirety by the Prussian partition, its growth was not stunted due to well-developed industry and numerous natural deposits. In addition to industrial plants, glass, ceramics and porcelain factories were established in the region. Some of the products of the “Józefina” glassworks in Szklarska Poręba and the stoneware factory in Bolesławiec enjoyed particular popularity and fame, and some of them remain precious and highly valued to this day. Cieszyn Silesia was famous for its furniture, in particular bent Viennese-style furniture from Thonet’s factory, the production of which was launched in Jaworzno.

 

The 19th century brought the Industrial Revolution in Europe, which led to major advances in technology, city growth and – as a result – many changes in social life. These changes also encompassed architecture and urban planning, as well as a number of changes in the perception of surrounding space and everyday use objects. At the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, in spite of the fact that Poland was nowhere to be found on contemporary maps of Europe, the Polish national ideas were very much alive on formerly Polish soil. Although the hope of reclaiming an independent state never faltered, the early 20th century seemed like it could prove very fruitful to this cause. International conflicts were on the rise, opening up opportunities to fight for an independent state.

 

Polish culture of the Partitions was mostly based on the grass-roots activities of Poles themselves, since Galicia was the only place where it not only existed, but also thrived without any restrictions in place long before the rebirth of the independent state. Polish educational institutions were active, including the Jagiellonian University, the Academy of Arts and Science, the School of Fine Arts (turned the Academy of Fine Arts in 1900), as well as Lviv Technical University and Jan Kazimierz University in Lviv. This was not the case in the Russian partition, which also encompassed Warsaw, as the region was highly Russified. During the revolution of 1905-1907, the University and the Polytechnic Institute were shut down. Established in 1904, the School of Fine Arts was influenced by the St. Petersburg Academy and did not gain autonomy until after 1918. Education controlled by the Russian authorities was boycotted by Poles. In spite of the ban, clandestine education in Polish was carried out in many educational institutions. One of the most famous, but ultimately unsuccessful attempt to fight for freedom in education was a long-lasting school strike in Września, in the Prussian partition, which started in 1901.

 

Kraków remained the most important cultural centre, which competed for that title with Lviv – the two cities which were the fastest to adopt new trends from Austria and Germany. The relatively mild approach to Poles in the Austrian partition also influenced the development of artistic life in this region, with Lesser Poland being the easiest region to follow the development of Polish culture and art in the early 20th century. The region saw the explosion of cultural activities which can be only described as Polish, since the Austrian authorities did not try to curb the activities of Polish cultural institutions and allowed contacts with the most important international art centres, leading to situations where young artists could receive education in Munich and Paris, as well as other cities. Emerging at the turn of the centuries, a new trend dubbed Young Poland encompassed all areas of art, including literature, and the fine arts saw the first glimpses of Art Nouveau.


The source of the modern views on art

The breakthrough moment in the development of culture and art in the second half of the 19th century was the change of views on architectural, interior, and applied arts design. Innovative views on these matters were introduced by the English writer John Ruskin, and an artist, painter and a designer William Morris, who together created the Arts and Crafts movement, which strived for the renewal of the artistic craft, and the return to handicraft. The movement had a significant impact on the later shaping of modernism. 

In Poland, the movement gained its fame due to the poem by Cyprian Kamil Norwid titled Promethidion. Written in 1851, the poem promotes the idea of equality of all arts, in an epilogue, Norwid highlights the need to commune with beauty every day, including objects of everyday use[312]. He wrote: Dividing public expositions into expositions, i.e. exhibitions, of fine handicraft or industry, is the greatest proof, just how much art fails to fulfil its purpose. An exposition should be, contrary, organised in such a way, so that from a beautiful statue to a funerary urn, from a plate, to a beautiful glass, to a beautifully woven basket, the entire circulation of the idea of beauty would be made visible in the given time. So that from the tapestry showing Raphael’s fine brush strokes with silky fabric, to the most simple of weaves, the entire plethora of the idea of the beautiful pouring from the work of art would me made visible – then the exhibitions will affect the honouring and evaluating the work with efficiency and justice. Today it is a divorce of the body and of the soul, and that is death![313].

 

Norwid’s work influenced numerous generations of Poles associated with the artistic life. A major role was played by the Kraków Academy of Fine Arts, which, after the change of authorities and the reform in the middle of the 1890s, would organise foreign scholarships for students. In 1877, in Lviv, the School of Applied Arts would function, with lectures on architecture, painting, sculpting, as well as, handicraft design, which affected the expansion of Art Nouveau in the region significantly.

 

In the area of Galicia, a number of phenomena significant for the shaping of Polish decorative art occurred. Such moment was the discovery of Zakopane. In 1886, Stanisław Witkiewicz left Warsaw for a small village at the base of Tatry. The artist was delighted not only with the mountain vista, but primarily, with the ethnic, highlander (the Góral people) wooden architecture. In the construction and the interior design of a simple cottage, he saw relations to the pre-Polish construction style. Witkiewicz derived from the ideas promoted by Norwid and to the call to turn towards folk art. In this period, the pursuit of a national style was significant. Based on these factors, Witkiewicz created the “Zakopane style”, encompassing architecture along with its interior and furnishings[314]. A few years later, in 1895, Edgar Kováts, a painter and an architect, came to Zakopane. He was from Polish-Hungarian descent and became the principal of a school in Zakopane. In 1899, Kováts published a portfolio with projects titled Sposób zakopiański – Manière de Zakopane – Die Art Zakopane (The Zakopane Way), where he presented drawings inspired by Podhale ornamentation, such as: rosettes, flowers, cockerels, etc. Competition arose between the designers. In November 1901, in the Scientific and Literary Association in Lviv, a debate took place, so that the quarrel between the two artists of the Zakopane style and the Zakopane way, could come to an end. In 1904, Stanisław Witkiewicz published a study titled Styl zakopiański (The Zakopane Style), where he shared with the readers, the problems with adjusting the design of the furniture to the needs and requirements of the bourgeoisie of the time, i.e. the potential buyer of a villa in a newly discovered mountain resort[315]. The style of Witkiewicz, as the basis of the national style, was being developed during the time, when Art Nouveau prevailed in Europe. Under its influence, the artist used light, asymmetric, transparent forms for furniture, and subtle pastel colours, particularly for fabrics. The enthusiasts of the new movement attempted to spread it over other areas of Poland. The new motifs in handicraft art were accepted quickly and would provide a model for artists for years to come. However, solidifying the highlander architecture in other regions of the country yielded no success. 


Galicia – the region of the greatest cultural and artistic development in the first decades of the 20th century

In Galicia, a number of societies were established, for promoting the renewal of folk style art. One of the most important ones, was the Polish Applied Art Society (TPSS), established on 10 June, 1901[316]. The term “applied art” comes from the phrase: “art applied for industry”. However, the term quickly became a synonym of decorative art, i.e. handicraft art. The association gathered artists such as Józef Czajkowski, Jerzy Warchałowski, Karol Tichy, Edward Trojanowski, Stanisław Wyspiański, Stanisław Witkiewicz, Jan Szczepkowski, Józef Mehoffer, Karol Frycz. The main aim of their activity was to spread the applied art by means of educational activity, organisation of contests and exhibitions, as well as, publishing a magazine. The association intended to promote homeland design. The creator of the ideological programme was Jerzy Warchałowski, a lawyer, and a history of art hobbyist. He supported Ruskin’s view and, on Polish ground, the views of Norwid. 

 

Another personality of the time was, without a doubt, Stanisław Wyspiański. His talent manifested itself in numerous areas. He created in the areas of literature, painting, poetry, furniture design, fabrics, theatre stage designs, as well as, interior and exhibition designs. Wyspiański also saw the national style in the folk art of Podhale and other regions, as well as, in legends from the Piast period. His work was definitely under a strong influence of Art Nouveau and in its best, French, version, which is particularly seen in his paintings and drawings. The situation was different in terms of his furniture design. Wyspiański considered interior to be a homogeneous whole. In 1904–1905, designs of a so-called “Świetlica” were created, i.e. furniture being a replica of the stage for the Bolesław Śmiały drama. The furnishings are a reference to Gothic art and to the Podhale style. Wyspiański designed the furniture to the Kraków apartment of Tadeusz and Zofia Żeleńscy in a similar manner. The dining room set is inspired by typical highlander motifs, including the rosette on the back of the chairs, with a heavy, cog-like finish. However, the bright sycamore furniture for the living room, are characterised by a dense form, lightened up by using arch-bent arms[317]. A similar concept was applied in the Association’s boardroom project. Wyspiański’s interiors constituted a homogeneous whole with the decoration of the entire room. The colour of the walls would always match the furniture padding perfectly, and the flower motifs on friezes under the ceiling would appear on curtains and drapes as well. In these projects, the artist would depart from Art Nouveau, but allude to folk ornamentation. He created simplified, heavy and bulky furnishings, highlighting the construction and the advantages of the wood used[318]. Despite the fact, that the furniture was considered as non-functional among its users, and even uncomfortable, they were definitely a harbinger of a new style, that was to appear in the history of art, only in the 1920, i.e. art dèco[319]. The style of his works brought him close to the works of the members of the Viennese Workshops. The artist himself, was not very fond of Viennese Art Nouveau, and his attitude was rather popular at the time. Often the applied products from late Art Nouveau, that reached Poland, were considered as fussy. One may conclude, that despite applying similar solutions, Stanisław Wyspiański was a precursor of a new style in Poland, regardless of the works of the Viennese artists. The TPSS achievements came from the analysis and processing of certain models from old art, returning in neo-styles, and from folk art[320]. 

 

A significant influence was made by the Polish Applied Art Society exhibition organised in the Kraków Jordan Park in 1912 titled An Exhibition of Architecture and Interiors in a Garden Environment. During the exhibition, a number of houses with furnishings for the representatives of various social groups, were presented. The central object of the exposition – the so-called mansion designed by Józef Czajkowski – was the most interesting. In style, it alluded to the classic, 19th century noble mansions with modernist features, bringing English and Viennese villas to mind. The mansion’s interior was designed using fabrics of geometrical an floral patterns, and furniture with modern forms inspired by biedermeier. The rooms were designed by artists such as: Józef Czajkowski, Karol Tichy, Edward Trojanowski, and Karol Frycz. The 1912 exhibition showed the reminiscences of Polish classicism with the latest trend in European interior architecture. The combination of these features, had become a starting point for the development of the Polish art dèco[321]. The Association published its projects and achievements in a magazine titled “Sztuka Stosowana” (“Applied Arts”), that had been published since 1902. For twelve years of activity, 17 volumes had been published[322].

 

In 1913, in Kraków, an institution was established, that played an incredibly important role in the history of Polish handicraft, i.e. the Artists and Artisans Kraków Workshops Association[323]. The name and the programme were intended to allude to the Viennese Workshops. The new association was located in the Kraków Museum of Science and Industry at Smoleńsk street. The association included both artists and artisans such as Karol Homolacs, Wojciech Jastrzębowski, Józef Czajkowski, Karol Stryjeński and Zofia Stryjeńska, Zygmunt and Zofia Lorecowie, Bonawentura Lenart, Antoni Buszek, and Jerzy Warchałowski[324]. The aim of the Workshops was to create a studio, and the development of handicraft in cooperation between an artist and an artisan. The statute claimed as follows: The aim of the association is primarily to create a centre in which the common efforts of artists will concentrate, people who take the development of the artistic industry to heart, and manufacturers, in order to refine the manufacturing work by creating an enterprise (for the creation, acquisition, and further sales) [...] of items that are within the scope of the refined manufacture of various occupations. Further, the objective of the enterprise [...] is the sale of items necessary to perform handicraft and similar occupations, solely to the members; and finally organising and conducting workshops for the Association[325].

 

The idea once again referred to the thought of Cyprian Kamil Norwid, to create applied art combining beautiful form and functionality[326]. The Workshops had their own studios: batik painting, furniture making, weaving, bookbinding, metalwork, and toy-making studios, and each of them would represent a Polish interpretation of art dèco with an inclusion of the features of local Polish art. In 1922, the Kraków Workshops received a new status and the title of a cooperative, that allowed them to gain profit from selling their works[327]. The members of the Workshops promoted not only design, but also handmade creation of items. They used Polish materials of the highest quality. They often designed directly in the material, considering its features. Following the phrase by William Morris that out of all things unnecessary, ornamentation is the worst, they used ornamentation sparingly[328].


Culture and art in Warsaw

One should note, that despite the fact, that in Warsaw, no significant art societies were established, it was exactly at the turn of the 19th and the 20th centuries, when the centre of the later capital was shaped. At that time, new streets were delineated, where Art Nouveau buildings were erected. Later, the impressive buildings were placed on Lwowska Street, Poznańska Street, the Aleje Jerozolimskie, and the Trzech Krzyży Square. Polish handicraft was heavily influenced by plating manufacturers including: Fraget, Plewkiewicz, Norblin, Buch brothers’ company, and Henneberg. Their works are to this day sought out and highly priced on the antiques’ market. Looking at the area of the Russian partition, one cannot omit the case of Łódź, where, due to a rapid expansion of the textile industry, a number of impressive palaces and villas built in a fashionable Art Nouveau style, would be erected. Despite numerous difficulties, it was Warsaw, where the most important institution of culture (to this day) was established, i.e. Zachęta (Encouragement) – The National Gallery of Art. The history of Zachęta can be traced back to 1860, when, due to the initiative of Warsaw painters, the Society for the Encouragement of the Fine Arts (TZSP) was established. In comparison, the Kraków Society of Friends of Fine Arts had been established already in 1954, however, in Warsaw, the Russian authorities refused to accept such a name. It was the first institution in the Russian partition, dedicated to exhibiting and collecting the works of art of Polish artists. TZSP became a universally known cultural institution fast. At first the Society faced an issue of the lack of a permanent location, and so they used rented rooms, i.a. in the European Hotel[329]. In result of conducted contests, construction was commissioned to an architect Stefan Szyller. Zachęta was created as a social initiative, and it is worth mentioning, that without the support from donors it would be highly difficult to erect the impressive building, typical for 19th century European cities[330].


Culture and science after regaining independence

Regaining independence was related to the difficult and long process of connecting terrains which were governed in completely different ways for more than a hundred years, into one modern state. All administrative, official, educational, as well as, cultural matters had to be integrated. A number of important centres of culture and science found themselves within the borders of the Second Polish Republic as well, such as Lviv, the residence of Ossolineum, Vilnius with a dynamically operating Stefan Batory University, as well as, Lublin or Poznań. However, each of them was managed in an entirely different manner. Within the borders of the new state, many areas of culture and science required strict integration, and an introduction of proper acts and regulations. 

After regaining independence, one of the first tasks of the authorities was the integration of the educational system. The large percentage of illiterates even amounting to c. 30% posed another issue. Due to the initiative of the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Public Education, a Polish Nationwide Teacher Convention was convened, also referred to as the Teachers’ Parliament. The process of the integration of the system lasted from 1919 to 1922. Despite the large variety of the presented theories and views, eventually, the convention opted for an integrated, and what’s very important, free, seven-year public education. One of the first legal acts regulating the matters of education in the reborn state, was the decree from 7 February 1919 On Compulsory Education, which introduced a 7-year public school for all children ages 7–17. The introduction of the convention’s decisions, imposed obligations on the state, regarding ensuring the access to education for all children. At the threshold of independence, the situation in public education varied depending on the region. In the years 1922-1923 in western Voivodeships, almost 95% of children received primary education, in Silesia more than 85%, in Galicia 76%, in central Voivodeships c. 66%, in eastern Voivodeships – less than 35%[331]. Particularly in villages, where the majority of schools were little ones with one or two teachers. Often children of different age would be placed in one class, so it made it more difficult to accomplish the curriculum fully. Despite the significant development of public education, the needs in this matter were not fully satisfied, for the first decade of the existence of the Second Polish Republic. At the secondary level of education, eight-year middle schools remained ending with an exam (matura) that opened the path to higher education. Middle schools accepted attendants on the basis of an exam that followed 5 years of public primary school, in some middle schools preliminary classes were opened, that prepared to the education in the middle school with the omission of the primary school. Private middle schools were allowed which, after meeting certain requirements, would receive the rights of state schools. A serious limitation of access to middle and higher education school, was tuition. The situation remained, despite the fact that some members of the parliament, particularly the left, were in favour of introducing free education on all levels. Five universities had the status of academic schools (Kraków, Lviv, Poznań, Warsaw, Vilnius), two Institutes of Technology (Warsaw, Lviv), the Lviv Academy of Veterinary Medicine, the Warsaw University of Life Sciences, and the University of Mining and Metallurgy, as well as private: the Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków, the Catholic University of Lublin, the Free Polish University in Warsaw, the Higher School of Economics in Warsaw. In time, the number of higher education schools increased, and in 1938 it already amounted to 25 academies, attended by a total of 50 thousand students. Additionally, a significant number of known vocational schools, e.g. the famous A. Wawelberg and S. Rotwand engineering school. Specialised departments of educations such as artistic, military, and special education functioned separately. Despite the efforts of subsequent governments, introducing the acts and reforms of education, numerous issues remained. The insufficient number of teachers and lack of educational space were also an issue, causing a significant number of children to remain outside of school, not fulfilling their compulsory education. 

The development of science, particularly higher education, had an impact on the revival of Polish science. Now, the scientific institutions, academies, and societies created by scientific circles could conduct their activities legally. Additionally, the aim of scientific activity was the integration of life, organisational development, as well as, retaining the traditional values, primarily including the freedom of sciences and the ethos of a scientist. In this area a fast expansion of general and specialist scientific societies occurred; in 1938 there was almost 350 of them. They formulated the social scientific policy, maintained broad scientific contacts with foreign countries, and coordinated research within a given discipline. The Polish Academy of Learning associated with the Jagiellonian University enjoyed the highest prestige; the Warsaw Scientific Society (TNW), established in 1907, also played a significant role. The 1930s was a time of a significant development of the Warsaw scientific centre which focused half of the establishments and scientific institutions in the country. Apart from academies and societies, a network of non-academy scientific establishments existed, dedicated to various disciplines. In many disciplines a high, world-class level was achieved. The works of Warsaw and Lviv mathematicians met with significant acknowledgement, including the most famous Stefan Banach, as well as, the achievements of the Lviv-Warsaw school of logic. 

The research regarding theology and church studies was revived. Scientific studies were also conducted by circles of national minorities. Ones that deserve particular attention, are the activities of the Judaic Studies Institute in Warsaw, the Yiddish Scientific Institute in Vilnius, the Shevchenko Scientific Society in Lviv, and the Ukrainian Scientific Institute in Warsaw. 


Culture and cultural institutions in the Second Polish Republic. Press, radio, cinema, theatre, literature

The growth of Polish culture at the beginning of the 20th century was not an easy task, not only due to the variety of the post-partition terrains, but also, due to the distinct advantage of the agricultural infrastructure, with little industrial centres. The general civilisation level of Poland was a result of the policies of the countries that participated in the partitions, and of World War I. Activities aiming at the creation of new cultural values, fitting for an industrial, urban and democratic society, posed quite a difficulty. By 1939 the percentage of urban population had not surpassed 30%. Regardless, the impact of such traditional cultural factors as school and press, as well as, the newer ones like cinema and radio, allowed to spread the models of city mass culture to an increasing percentage of the population. The low dynamics of the transformation of the social structure were further impeded during the “Great Depression”. The opportunities regarding social advancement were limited and required self-education and strong motivation. The most active groups of worker or farmer provenance would move to industrial centres such as Łódź, Silesia, or the newly established Central Industrial Region. 

Additionally, the regaining of independence and the unification of Polish territories, created conditions for the fast expansion of media available at the time, i.e. radio and press, which had become essential factors in the integration of the Polish society, contributing to the reduction of differences between the partitions, and to the popularisation of culture in all circles. The publishing of titles released locally before 1914, was resumed. However, a number of new press publishing houses appeared, including popular magazines, illustrated magazines and press appendices, sports and cinema press, cheap daily press, i.e. the so-called “nickels” (pięciogroszówki). 

The demand for press contributed to the expansion of the printing industry, and improvements in distribution. The news service was provided by press agencies, with the most important one, the Polska Agencja Telegraficzna (Polish Telegraphic Agency), abbreviated as PAT. Until the 1926, the press, with an exception of radical communist and radical Ukrainian movements, enjoyed the freedom of speech and the freedom of publishing. Following 1926, the authorities still respected the principles of freedom of speech, with limitations applied mainly to the opposition. Censorship interventions would result in the confiscation of entire press editions, or single article; the interesting fact is, that in place of missing articles, they would leave “blank spots”. Several papers were considered as semi-official government bodies: “Gazeta Polska” (“Polish Gazette” – Since 1929), “Polska Zbrojna” (“Military Poland”), and in the 1930s, “Kurier Poranny” (“The Morning Courier”). The Sanation government was also supported by the Press House S.A. and the concern behind the Illustrated Daily Courier in Kraków. The National Democracy views were expressed i.a. by “Gazeta Warszawska” (“Warsaw Gazette”), “Kurier Poznański” (“Poznań Courier”), and the politically close “Kurier Warszawski” (“Warsaw Courier”). The Christian Democracy held “Polonia” and other magazines from this publishing house. The conservative movement: “Czas” (“Time” – Kraków), “Słowo” (“The Word” – Vilnius) and “Dziennik Poznański” (“Poznań Daily”). The people’s parties published i.a. “Wyzwolenie” (“Liberation”) and “Piast” and after their unification (1931), “Zielony Sztandar” (“The Green Banner”). The main entities of the PPS were: „Robotnik” (“The Worker”), “Naprzód” (“Onward”), and “Gazeta Robotnicza” (“The Workers’ Gazette”). The Communist Party of Poland would publish the illegal “Nowy Przegląd” (“The New Review”), and “Czerwony Sztandar” (“The Red Banner”), and it had also a number of social and cultural magazines under their influence, i.a. “Kultura Robotnicza” (“Workers’ Culture”). In the second half of the 1930s, the socialist and communist circles that would create the Popular Front, would publish i.a. “Dziennik Popularny” (“The Pupular Daily”), “Oblicze Dnia” (“Day’s Countenance”). The greatest press runs belonged to the Catholic press, particularly “Rycerz Niepokalanej” (“Knight of the Immaculate” – c. 800 thousand copies) and “Przewodnik Katolicki” (“Catholic Companion”). Sensation and tabloid press were very popular, particularly the dailies by the Łódź press house Republika with releases such as “Republika” (“Republic”), “Express Ilustrowany” (“Express Illustrated”), and the afternoon edition titled “Express Wieczorny Illustrowany” (“Evening Express Illustrated”); as well as the “red” press of the Warsaw House of Polish Press, with releases such as “Kurier Informacyjny i Telegraficzny” (“Informational and Telegraphic Courier”), and “Express Poranny” (“Morning Express”). Among literary, as well as, social and cultural magazines, the most valued were i.a. “Wiadomości Literackie” (“Literary news”), the pro-Sanation “Pion” (“Vertical”), “Prosto z Mostu” (“Straight Out”) associated with ONR (Obóz Narodowo Radykalny – The National Radical Camp), “Kultura” (“Culture”) published by the Catholic Action, and the satirical magazine titled “Szpilki” (“Pins”). Weekly, illustrated magazines, i.a. “Światowid” (“Svetovid”), “As” (“Ace”), and “Świat” (“World”), as well as, popular science magazines, enjoyed high popularity. Moreover, the local press was published in many cities and counties. In every partition, Polish literature thrived, but it was Warsaw, where “Chimera” and “Życie” (“Life”), i.e. the two most important magazines focused on artistic issues of the 20th century, were published. The monthly magazine dedicated to art and literature was published in 1901–1907, in Warsaw. The magazine would publish great poets and prose writers i.a.: Bolesław Leśmian, Zofia Nałkowska, Jan Lemański, Feliks Jasieński, Jan Kasprowicz, Stefan Żeromski, Władysław Stanisław Reymont, Stanisław Przybyszewski, Leopold Staff, Stanisław Wyspiański, Maria Komornicka, and Stanisław Korab-Brzozowski. “Chimera” was illustrated by Edward Okuń, Franciszek Siedlecki, Józef Mehoffer, and Ferdynand Ruszczyc. Zenon Przesmycki (Miriam) was the chief editor and the creative director.

The first journalist organisations were local unions, including the Kraków Journalists Syndicate, that had established the Polish Journalists Syndicates Association in 1924. In 1931, the Polish Republic Journalists Union was commissioned, as an association of local unions, that retained the name – syndicates. In 1918–1939 national minorities would also publish their own press, including Jewish, German and Ukrainian press. 

In 1925, the Polish Radio S.A. was given a licence for the right to build and use radiophonic equipment in Poland. Already in April 1926, the first broadcast station for the Polish Radio in Warsaw was launched. In May 1931 in the village of Łazy near Raszyn, the most powerful radio station in the world was established. By 1939 already 8 broadcast stations were operational. On 11 January 1939 on every 100 citizens 3 would be radio subscribers. Since 1935, a constant contact with the Polish diaspora had been established, constituting a significant factor in the integration of the post-partition areas, and shaped the model of proper spoken Polish. Since 1930, the principles of specifically radio-oriented aesthetics, were established. Spoken programmes were supported by music ones. The radio would broadcast prayers, and programmes for narrow groups of listeners (students, children, farmers, soldiers, workers). In 1933 a radio theatre called the Theatre of Imagination was established, and since 1926 radio plays for children were broadcast. The programmes of the literary section were among significant editorial achievements. The program titled “Wesoła lwowska fala” (“Lviv’s Merry Wave”) was among the most popular entertainment programmes. In 1936, the broadcast of the first stage party (Podwieczorek przy mikrofonie – Teatime by the Microphone) began. The Polish National Radio Orchestra Minor, and the Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra were established, the concerts of which had become artistic events on a worldwide scale. In 1935, the current affairs section was launched, including: general and sports news. The repertoire of the Polish Radio reflected the pluralism of ideological movements and artistic premises, symptomatic of the culture of the time.

Additionally, after regaining independence, an enormous growth in cinematography took place, and a network of film theatres developed significantly. Among the best works in film production, were book adaptations. During the period of the silent cinema, one could name i.a. “Pan Tadeusz” (“Sir Thaddeus”), “Ziemia obiecana” (“The Promised Land”), and “Przedwiośnie” (“The Spring to Come”). In 1925–1930, a new generation of film producers and directors of photography was shaped. Among the group of actors who played in films constantly – apart from theatre plays – was i.a. the famous Eugeniusz Bodo. Following 1926, film schools were established in order to educate future directors and actors. The main weakness of the Polish film fiction was the lack of authorship screenplays. Only in 1930, the first Polish sound film titled “Moralność pani Dulskiej” (“The Morality of Mrs. Dulska”), based on the novel by Gabriela Zapolska, was released. In 1929–1934, the avant-garde film movement was formed around the “Start” Society for the Promotion of Film Art, and the Film Authors Cooperative. Its participants promoted the idea of struggling for socially useful films. They successfully created documentaries and fiction films. It is worth noting, that Poland was the only country in Europe, where during the interwar period, more than a dozen full-length films were produced in Yiddish, which demonstrates the multiculturalism and social tolerance in the Second Republic. The films of the time, similar to current times, produced the greatest stars, giving fame and money. The viewers were looking for entertainment, new experiences, and an escape from reality. 

The theatre was an essential element of culture, particularly in the capital city. Renaming the Rozmaitości Theatre back to its original name – the National Theatre in 1924, after the reconstruction of the burnt down theatre hall, was a significant symbol. The Polish Theatre had become a fully modern stage, both artistically and technically, and it earned its merit for promoting the Polish romantic theatre, as well as, drama by Shakespeare and Molier. The high artistic level was guaranteed by the select group of actors, the quality of the staging, and the design. During the interwar period, new reformative movements appeared, regarding staging, acting, repertoire, and the promotion of the art of acting itself. The aforementioned were mostly present in the activity of Warsaw groups directed by J. Osterwa (Reduta), L. Schiller (Wojciech Bogusławski Theatre in Warsaw), S. Jaracz (Ateneum Theatre). A Society for the Promotion of Theatre Culture (TKKT) was created, grouping 6 theatres (the Polish Theatre in Warsaw, the National Theatre, the Letni Theatre, the Mały Theatre, the Nowy Theatre, and since 1935, the Powszechny Theatre). Private stages were also present. The highest quality except Warsaw, was maintained by Kraków theatres. Additionally, the interwar period brought about the bloom of the art of acting. During that time, numerous actors achieved the peak of their artistic development. The Warsaw small form theatres, i.a. Miraż (Mirage), Czarny Kot (Black Cat), Sfinks (Sphinx), Qui Pro Quo, and Perskie Oko (Persian Eye), popular at the time, promoted new acting and vocal talent such as, e.g. Hanka Ordonówna. In 1919, the Polish Actors Association (ZASP), with a magazine titled “Scena Polska” (“Polish Stage”). In 1932, the State Institute of Theatre Arts (PIST) was established. Until World War 2, the high artistic level was demonstrated by Jewish theatres, performing in Łódź, Lublin, Kraków, Vilnius, Lviv, and Warsaw. 

Regaining independence coincided with the development of new forms of literary life. An important event was the creation of the Polish Writers’ Labour Union (later: Polish Writers’ Union) in 1920, followed by an important act regarding copyright, passed in 1926. Similar to other areas of culture, here too, numerous art groups of varying programme principles, were formed. The authors of the younger generation, particularly anti-modernist and avant-garde, have marked their presence particularly. The creators of Skamander, e.g. Julian Tuwim, strived to combine poetry with the here and now, everyday life, prosaic particulars, and to bring together the poetic language and the colloquial speech, while maintaining the traditional forms of expression, and partial respect to the convention of the traditional poetic mood. Similar tendencies were present in the aphoristic lyric love poetry of Maria Pawlikowska-Jasnorzewska. In Poland, all literary movements known in Europe would develop, including the expressionism movement, started before 1914, and represented by the Zdrój group. The call for a radical breakaway from tradition, was proposed by the creators of futurism. The increasing radicalisation of a part of the young generation, was manifested in revolutionary and proletarian poetry. 

The interest in the events in the revolution-torn Russia was also very much alive. At the end of the 1920, the classicising movement was much alive as well, accompanied by the turn towards tradition, including the famous works of Jan Parandowski. A different place was taken by the criticism, translation, and publicist work of Tadeusz Boy-Żeleński, which arose from the effort to popularise the rationalist traditions of French culture. Among his translation works, one may find the masterpieces of French writing, from The Song of Roland, Moliers works, to the works of de Balzac. Besides the works of Boy-Żeleński, the rich and varied translation works of Leopold Staff who translated a significant number of works from French, German, and Classical literature. 

 At the turn of the 1920s and the 1930s, social tensions arose in Europe, and the developing nationalism was spreading. During that time, numerous writers and publicists would express their political sympathies in their works. Leftist views were represented i.a. by Broniewski and the Kwadryga (Quadriga) circles; additionally, the literary press and critique of communising left were developing. The nationalist ideas would spread in journalism as well. In prose, the realist tendencies became apparent, starting with “Noce i dnie” (“Nights and Days”) a novel of manners epic by Maria Dąbrowska, various types of psychological novels, such as „Granica” (“The Frontier”) by Zofia Nałkowska, various historical, social, documentary novels, including the novels of manners. Apart from traditional historical novels, e.g. “Krzyżowcy” (“Crusaders”) by Zofia Kossak-Szczucka, a rich movement of prose was introduced, dedicated to discussing the moral, philosophical and social meaning of history. A multifaceted avant-garde movement, started in Young Poland, was represented by Stanisław Ignacy Witkiewicz, also known as “Witkacy”, who, in his literary works, presented a mocking vision of contemporary destruction, and Witold Gombrowicz who presented a grotesque image of the cultural and moral formation of intelligentsia in Poland of the time.


Artistic achievements in the interwar period

Obviously, the independence freed the creativity of the artists, including writers, from the necessity of protecting the Polish character, so that they could finally refer to the main movements in literature and contemporary European art. The above was visible in painting, where expressing national ecstasies took a short turn towards expressionism and formism. Cultural life quickly became more dynamic and varied. The reform of education also had a significant impact, as it made schools public, secular and free of tuition. The theatre life flourished, the cinema appeared, cultural magazines, so typical for France, emerged, museums were created, including the National Museum in Kraków, and the National Museum in Warsaw, as well as libraries, and many other organisations and institutions. Numerous institutions of culture were established, including the Polish Radio. In the 1930s, in the entire Europe, Poland as well, culture was being promoted through radio waves, and the satire on Lviv’s wave met with particular interest.

One of the greatest artistic achievements of the Second Polish Republic, was the success at the International Exhibition of Modern Decorative and Industrial Arts in 1925, in Paris. After commissioning Jerzy Warchałowski for the position of the commissioner of the Polish section, it was made clear, what face of the Polish decorative art would be presented in Paris. The commissioner focused the concept of the Polish exposition around „Polish Applied Art” and „Kraków Workshops”[332]. The Polish pavilion at Course La Reine was designed by Józef Czajkowski, selected by means of contest[333]. The exhibition ended with an enormous success for the Polish representation, yielding numerous Grand Prix awards and medals, received by i.a.: Antoni Buszek’s students for batiks, Kraków Workshops for toys, miniature figures of animals and humans made of turned wood, Józef Czajkowski and Wojciech Jastrzębowski for interiors and furniture, Zofia Stryjeńska for architectural decoration, book illustrations and fabrics, Bonawentura Lenart for book bindings. Awards were also given to the School of Fine Arts in Warsaw, The School of Woodworking in Zakopane, et. al. From Paris, the Poles brought a total of 32 Grand Prix awards, 32 Honourable Diplomas and medals, including: 43 gold, 42 silver, 12 bronze and 7 honourable mentions[334]. For Poland, a country that once again appeared in the international arena after more than a hundred-and-twenty years, the exhibition was an enormous success. However, the most important of objectives was not completed. The cooperation of artists with the industry was not accomplished, therefore, despite the efforts, their works remained unique and quite expensive, and so, not accessible to all[335]. It should be noticed, that the organisers of the Polish exposition decided to present only the works of the artists that created in the decorative style, discarding the avant-garde of the time, including the already well-established Bauhaus, which was not admitted to the exposition for political reasons. Due to internal quarrels, the Polish avant-garde groups were not allowed to participate in the exposition. Unfortunately, the exposition as a whole receives little praise in the international opinion, and the triumph of Poland brought no long-lasting benefits. In 1926, the Kraków Workshops ended their operation, however, their principles and the yet remaining blaze of the exposition, were continued by a new group. 

A similar event, however on a lesser, local scale, was the Polish General Exhibition in Poznań (PeWuKa)[336], which took place between 16 May and 30 September 1929 in Poznań. It was organised to celebrate the ten years of independence, in order to present the achievements of the country i.a. in economy, industry, farming, culture, and art. The exhibition was a large success, and the Art Section is particularly worth the attention[337].

In 1926 in Warsaw, the „ŁAD” Artists Cooperative was created[338]. The cooperative included professors, graduates, and students from the School of Fine Arts in Warsaw. The Warsaw circles, delighted by the success of the Polish exhibition in Paris, continued the work in the style of Polish art dèco. What is important, is that “ŁAD” was reactivated after the war, and many workshops were operational even until the 1990s. The furniture and fabrics created by “ŁAD” gained the most fame, and they are to this day an object of interest in the antique market. 

 

Additionally, it is worth highlighting the meaning of the Warsaw School of Fine Arts. Despite the fact, that the School received the title of Academy only in 1932, i.e. much later than the Kraków School, it represented a programme much more modern and focused on practice. The Warsaw School of Fine Arts was created in 1904 and immediately stood out with its scientific and art program, promoting the popular ideas of the renewal of craftsmanship. Their most faithful followers were Karol Tichy, Edward Trojanowski, and Józef Czajkowski, the professors of the Polish Applied Art Society[339]. They thought, that in order for the decorative art to be revived fully and introduce change to industrial production, one must begin with the proper education of artists. In Warsaw, fertile ground was found for creating an art school that would meet the needs of industrial production of the time. The education curriculum comprised of a preparatory course and specialisation, each lasting two years. Among available specialisations, students could select: painting, sculpting, graphic arts, and interior architecture (including pottery, furniture marking, weaving, metalworks, dyeing and bookbinding). The structure of the school and the curriculum changed numerous times, but all changes would lead to creating an institution providing comprehensive theoretical and practical education. In his book titled Historia Akademii Sztuk Pięknych w Warszawie 1904–1964 (The History of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw 1904–1964), Ksawery Piwocki compares the Academy curriculum to that of the Bauhaus school in Weimar, despite there being no remarks indicating that the Warsaw professors would refer to the Weimar school curriculum. Education was mostly based on workshop work, and the cooperation between the craftsman and the artist; apart from art education, much emphasis was put on craftsmanship and technique. Students would practice in school workshops, and participate in building and setting up the new Bauhaus building in Dessau[340]. The Warsaw Academy had similar workshops, with the greatest achievements belonging to the pottery workshop led by professor Karol Tichy in the 1920s. 


Summary and issues for query

The long awaited Second Polish Republic was a multicultural country, where various religious minorities coexisted. In Europe, during the interwar period, anti-Semitism would gradually increase. In Poland, the advance of anti-Semitism did not impede the development of Jewish culture, which was however isolating sometimes from the Polish culture, a process fostered by Zionism. Simultaneously, in some large cities, the assimilating Jews contributed greatly to the development of culture and economy. The 1930s, times marked by the profound Great (economic) Depression, brought the rise of some radicalization processes in societies. As a consequence, also in Poland the exaberation of tensions in Polish-Jewish relations could be observed. This wa reflected for instance in some anti-Semitic activities at universities, led by in particular, the students of national democratic provenance.

The Second Polish Republic retained its independence for only twenty years. During World War 2, Poland was occupied by two empires, that intended to destroy culture, along with the destruction of the intelligentsia and the feeling of nationality. In result of the occupation and the war effort, including the Warsaw Uprising, culture in Warsaw suffered major losses, both in its monuments and in people, including the pillage of Polish works of art by the Germans. In the conditions of war and occupation, Polish culture and education operated in the underground. For the entire time, there was no lack of scientists, artists, writers in the conspiracy, in the fight against the occupiers. In this period, in comparison to the entire occupied Europe, the scope of underground education and the abundance of underground press is amazing. The collaboration of artists and writers, which burdened the conscience of the cultural world in Western and Northern Europe, particularly in France, was a margin in Poland. 

Without a doubt, Poland was the main theatre of the greatest barbarism of the 20th century, manifesting the fall of the traditional values in a country defined as a country of poets and thinkers. At times, crimes of communism, which ruled in Eastern Europe more than four decades after World War 2, are added to it. The consequences of totalitarianism are reflected within broad culture; the assortment of unique artistic testaments in post-war Polish literature and art, where the catastrophic decadent movement would echo for years to come.

 

A researcher of the subject in question faces a considerable challenge of carrying out a comprehensive query concerning the issues of interest. The doors of numerous archives and museums stand open, and their collections provide an inexhaustible source of new studies. The Archive of the Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków (ASP) holds materials and sources that enable the study of the life and work of teachers and students of the Academy, as well as artistic groups and the development of artistic education. The preserved Certificate Books, students’ pedigrees and enrolment documents, minutes of meetings of the Academy Senate and and Faculty Councils provide information on outstanding Polish artists, including Jan Matejko, Stanisław Wyspiański, Jacek Malczewski, Józef Mehoffer, as well as Teodor Axentowicz. The issue of activities and organised exhibitions in the period from the mid-19th century to the outbreak of World War II can be explored through the collections of the Society of Friends of Fine Arts in Krakow, the Encouragement For Fine Arts Gallery in Warsaw, as well as the Museum of the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. The Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences, on the other hand, holds documentation pertaining to the 1925 exhibition in Paris, dubbed the ISPAN Special Collection, while the collections of the European Solidarity Centre focus on the trajectories leading to a democratic upheaval in the period of 1945-1989. Polish emigration in the 19th and 20th centuries is the main theme of the collections of the Museum of Emigration in Gdynia.

 

The presentation of the subject in question requires using resources of numerous museums and archives, including in particular: the Jagiellonian University Museum, the Archive of New Files in Warsaw, the National Museum in Krakow, the National Museum in Warsaw, the Museum of Polish Diplomacy and Emigration at the Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz, the Museum of World War II, the Museum of Lviv and South-Eastern Borderlands, the Museum of the Independence Traditions, the Museum of the Modlin Fortress and September Campaign, the Independence Museum of the Greater Poland, the “Koryznówka” Jan Matejko Memorabilia Museum (Branch of the District Museum in Tarnów), Józef Piłsudski Museum in Sulejówek, POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, Independence Museum in Warsaw, Frederic Chopin Museum in Warsaw, KORCZAKIANUM Centre for Documentation and Research, the Museum of Cursed Soldiers and Political Prisoners of the Polish People’s Republic, the Museum of Pope John Paul II and Primate Wyszyński, Wincenty Witos Museum in Wierzchosławice (branch of the District Museum in Tarnów), Museum of the City of Gdynia, as well as the Sokół (“Falcon”) Polish Gymnastic Society.
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FOOTNOTES


[1] This outstanding Polish medievalist, who promoted the concept of Central and Eastern Europe during his academic work in the United States, contributing to the development of the Institute on East Central Europe at Columbia University, where he taught from 1955 to 1961. Halecki referred to the concept of Central and Eastern Europe in such publications as: East Central Europe in Postwar Organization (Philadelphia 1943), Borderlands of Western Civilization: A History of East Central Europe (New York, 1952), as well as The Limits and Divisions of European History (Notre Dame, 1962).


[2] This researcher, who was an advocate of the autonomy of Carpathian Ruthenia and served in 2005-2009 as the president of the World Council of Rusyns, presented his vision for the region in the Historical Atlas of East Central Europe (London-Seattle, 1993).


[3] The Institute was established by the Minister of Foreign Affairs as a research and development body. Since 2010, it has been operating as a research institute. At the end of 2018, it was put into liquidation and the Central Europe Institute was established in its place (under the Act of 9 November 2018 on the Central Europe Institute, Dz. U. [Journal of Laws] no. 2018, item 2270).


[4] More on the absorption of geopolitical thought on domestic soil and Polish geopolitical thought as a whole: P. Eberhardt (2006): Twórcy polskiej geopolityki, Kraków; L. Moczulski (1999): Geopolityka. Potęga w czasie i przestrzeni, Warsaw; L. Sykulski (2015): Polska myśl geopolityczna w latach 1989–2009, Chorzów; Między historią a geopolityką (2009): red. R. Domke, Częstochowa; Podmiotowość geopolityczna. Studia nad polską polityką zagraniczną (2009): ed. K. Szczerski, Warsaw.


[5] You may read more on this subject in, among others: M.K. Kamiński (1994): Zarys polityki zagranicznej rządu RP na obczyźnie 1939–1945, [in:] Władze RP na obczyźnie podczas II wojny światowej, ed. Z. Błażyński, London; T. Kisielewski (1991): Federacja Środkowo-Europejska, Warsaw; S. Stanisławska (1963): Korespondencja w sprawie konfederacji polsko-czechosłowackiej w latach 1940–1943, Studia z Najnowszych Dziejów Powszechnych, vol. 4; Sprawa polska w czasie drugiej wojny światowej na arenie międzynarodowej. Zbiór dokumentów, ed. S. Stanisławska, Warsaw, 1965; P.S. Wandycz (1986): Polska a Zagranica, dwie próby stworzenia związków regionalnych w Europie Wschodniej, Paris, 1986.


[6] The issue of political factors was considered exhaustively in this paper, while the impact of economic issues does not seem to be problematic at all. It is enough to illustrate the impact of the global economic crisis at the turn of the 1920s and 1930s on the political and social situation in the country, as well as the significance of the collapse of the inefficient economic system of the Polish People’s Republic for the political transition in the country.


[7] It should be noted that the author is fully aware of the fact that the term “freely” sounds extremely ambivalent in this context.


[8] Cf. Wizje Polski. Programy polityczne lat wojny i okupacji 1939–1944 (1992): selected, edited and introduced by K. Przybysz, Warsaw.


[9] One should consider here also the parallel development of political thought by the Polish emigration. 


[10] J. Bogdanowicz, M. Dziecielski (1994): Zarys geografii historycznej i politycznej cywilizacji: podstawy metodologiczne, Gdańsk.


[11] A. Czarnota (1988): Problemy syntezy polskiej myśli politycznej – rozważania wstępne [in:] Polska myśl polityczna XIX i XX wieku, vol. 7: Państwo w polskiej myśli politycznej, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław.


[12] A. F. Grabski (1985): Historia myśli politycznej – zagadnienia metodologiczne [in:] Dzieje polskiej myśli politycznej w czasach nowożytnych i najnowszych, vol. 1, ed. A.F. Grabski, Łódź.


[13] R.R. Ludwikowski (1977): Uwagi o badaniach polskiej myśli politycznej, Studia Nauk Politycznych, no. 3.


[14] W. Paruch (1999): Myśl polityczna – refleksje metodologiczne o pojęciu, Annales UMCS, sec. K, Politologia, vol. VI: Państwo – ludowcy – myśl polityczna, eds. Z. J. Pietraś, A. Wójcik, W. Paruch, Lublin.


[15] K. Różewicz (1977): O myśli politycznej metodologicznie, Studia Metodologiczne, vol. 15. 


[16] E. Ponczek (2006): Wyjaśnianie genetyczne czy ahistoryzm w badaniach politologicznych [in:] Problemy badawcze i metodologiczne politologii w Polsce, eds. A.J. Chodubski, M.J. Malinowski, Gdańsk, pp. 81–89; idem (2009): O możliwościach multidyscyplinarnej eksplanacji w badaniach politologicznych w Polsce [in:] Teoretyczne i metodologiczne wyzwania badań politologicznych w Polsce, eds. A. Antoszewski, A. Dumała, B. Krauz-Mozer, K. Radzik, Lublin, pp. 65–73; idem (2010): Możliwości i ograniczenia refleksji o polityce historycznej w Polsce [in:] Mity historyczno-polityczne – wyobrażenia zbiorowe – polityka historyczna. Studia i materiały, Vol. I, eds. E. Ponczek, A. Sepkowski, Toruń, pp. 297–419; idem (2011): Monodyscyplinarność czy interdyscyplinarność i multidyscyplinarność nauk o polityce – możliwości i granice, Transformacje – Pismo Interdyscyplinarne, nos 1–2, pp. 55–69; idem (2013): Możliwości i ograniczenia teoretycznej refleksji politycznej w sytuacji uobecniania się postpolitki i celebrytyzacji medialnej [in:] Aspekty metodologiczne oraz teoretyczne w subdyscyplinach politologii, eds. Łukasz Młyńczyk, Bernadetta Nitschke, Toruń, pp. 338–352; idem (2015): Możliwości poznawcze myśli politycznej i ruchów politycznych – odmienności i podobieństwa przedmiotu badań [in:] M. Marczewska-Rytko, W. Ziętara (eds.), Ideologie, doktryny, ruchy polityczne. Wybrane problemy, Lublin; idem (2015): Style i wzorce badań mysli politycznej: od powierzchownej prezentacji do dogłębności oglądu nomologiczno-eksplanacyjnego, Humanities and Social Sciences, vol. XX, no. 3, pp. 117-135; idem (2016): Możliwości i ograniczenia podejścia interdyscyplinarnego w politologicznych badaniach myśli politycznej i refleksji teoretyczno-politycznej [in:] Międzynarodowe studia polityczne i kulturowe wobec wyzwań współczesności, ed. Tomasz Domański, Łódź, pp. 79–99.


[17] R. Skarzyński (1992): Wróg i sojusznik: studium struktury myśli politycznej w ujęciu politologicznym: zarys koncepcji, Studia Polityczne, no. 1, pp. 107–111.


[18] R. Wapiński (1990): Badania nad dziejami polskiej myśli politycznej u schyłku XIX i XX w. [in:] Historia najnowsza jako przedmiot badań i nauczania, ed. J. Maternicki, Warsaw, pp. 169–178.


[19] A. Zybertowicz (1990): Kategorie do badania polskiej myśli politycznej (rozważania wstępne) [in:] Studia z dziejów polskiej myśli politycznej, vol. II, Polska myśl polityczna w dzielnicy pruskiej w XIX w.: Zbiór studiów, ed. S. Kalembka, Toruń.


[20] Cf. also: G. Kucharczyk (2007): Mała historia polskiej myśli politycznej, Kraków.


[21] An article in: Między otwartą a domkniętą myślą polityczną. Szkice o najnowszej refleksji politycznej (2006), eds. R. Bäcker and J. Marszałek-Kawa, Toruń, pp. 38–49.


[22] An article in: Mity polityczne i stereotypy w pamięci zbiorowej społeczeństwa (2015): eds. E. Ponczek, A. Sepkowski, M. Rekść, Łódź, pp. 13–30.


[23] A. Friszke (1989): O kształt niepodległej, Warsaw.


[24] An article in: Więź 1998, no. 11.


[25] An Article in: Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku (1992): vol. VIII: Polska – Polacy – mniejszości narodowe, Wrocław.


[26] An article in: Transformacja systemowa w krajach Europy Środkowej i Wschodniej 1989-2002 (2003): eds. T. Godlewski, A. Koseski, K. A.Wojtaszczyk, Bydgoszcz.


[27] An article in: Globalizacja – integracja – tranformacja. Główne problemy polityczne globalizacji, integracji europejskiej oraz transformacji politycznej Europy Środkowej i Wschodniej (2003 [2004]): ed. Roman Bäcker et al., Toruń.


[28] An article in: Demokracja – liberalizm – społeczeństwo obywatelskie. Doktryna i myśl polityczna (2004 [2005]), eds. W. Kaute and P. Świercz, Katowice, pp. 405–423.


[29] An article in: Unia Europejska a społeczeństwo obywatelskie (2005): ed. R. Paradowski, Poznań.


[30] An article in: Demokracja w dobie globalizacji w praktyce politycznej (2006): eds. J. Iwanek and M. Mazur, Katowice.


[31] An article in: International Studies Interdisciplinary Political and Cultural Journal, Łódź 2007, vol. 9, no 1.


[32] An article in: Krytycy demokracji (2009): eds. C. Kalita and A. Wielomski, Warsaw.


[33] An article in: Studia z teorii polityki, kultury politycznej i myśli politycznej (1996): ed. W. Bokajło, Wrocław.


[34] An article in: Federalizm. Teorie i koncepcje (1998): ed. W. Bokajło, Wrocław.


[35] An article in: Sprawy Międzynarodowe (1947): nos 2-3, London.


[36] An article in: Dzieje Najnowsze (2003): no. 1.


[37] An article in: Prace Komisji Środkowoueropejskiej. Polska Akademia Umiejętności (2006): vol. 14.


[38] An article in: Przegląd Humanistyczny (1999): no. 1.


[39] An article in: Przegląd Zachodni (1999): no. 3 (292).


[40] An article in: W kręgu polityki, dyplomacji i historii XX wieku. Księga Jubileuszowa Profesora Waldemara Michowicza (2000): eds. B. Rakowski, A. Skrzypek, Łódź.


[41] An article in: Athenaeum (2001): Toruń, vol. 7.


[42] An article in: Unifikacja i różnicowanie się współczesnej Europy (2002): eds. B. Fijałkowska, A. Żukowski, Warsaw.


[43] An article in: International Studies Interdisciplinary Political and Cultural Journal (2002): Łódź, vol. 3, no 1.


[44] An article in: Przegląd Zachodni (2003): no. 1, pp. 19–48.


[45] An article in: Kraje Europy Środkowej i Wschodniej wobec europejskich wyzwań integracyjnych (2003): ed. A. Stepień-Kuczyńska, Łódź.


[46] An article in: Dokąd zmierza Europa – przywództwo – idee – wartości (2007): eds. H. Taborska, J.W. Wojciechowski, Pułtusk.


[47] An article in: Nad Odrą i Bałtykiem: ludzie – realizacja do 1989 (2013): eds. M. Semczyszyn, T. Sikorki, A. Wątor, Szczecin.


[48] An article in: Studia nad współczesną polską myślą polityczną (1994): eds. Cz. Lewandowski, M.S. Wolański, Wrocław.


[49] An article in: Kultura polityczna. Europejskie standardy a polska rzeczywistość (2003): Poznań, pp. 103–125.


[50] An article in: Kulturowe instrumentarium wolności. Etyka i prawo (2005): ed. R. Paradowski, Poznań, pp. 15–28.


[51] An article in: Dialog europejski. Zachód – Wschód. Kultura – polityka – społeczeństwo (2007): eds. J. Kmieciński, A. Stępień-Kuczyńska, Toruń, pp. 26–38.


[52] An article in: Kontynuacje i nowatorstwo w świecie współczesnych idei (2008): eds. M. Mikołajczyk and M. Śliwa, Kraków, pp. 54–69.


[53] An article in: Dialog idei w Europie w XX i XXI wieku (2011): eds. E. Ponczek, A. Sepkowski, Toruń, pp. 201–245.


[54] An article in: Modernizacja polityczna w teorii i praktyce. Doświadczenia państw postsocjalistycznych i Trzeciego Świata (2009 [2010]): ed. Marek Barański, Katowice, pp. 235–254.


[55] An article in: Księga życia i twórczości, Vol. IV – Filozofia. Księga pamiątkowa dedykowana Profesorowi Romanowi A. Tokarczykowi, ed. Z. Władek et al., Lublin, pp. 296–319.


[56] A. Piskozub (1992): Elementy nauki i cywilizacji, Gdańsk; idem (1996): Cywilizacje w czasie i przestrzeni, Gdańsk; idem (1998): Transport w dziejach cywilizacji, Toruń; idem (1998): Morze w dziejach cywilizacji, Toruń; idem (2001): Geografia poznawania Wszechoceanu, Toruń; idem (2001): Rzeki w dziejach cywilizacji, Toruń; idem (2003): Czasoprzestrzeń cywilizacyjna, Toruń; idem (2004): Polska w cywilizacji zachodniej, Toruń.


[57] Cf. more: L. Sykulski (2014): Bibliografia geopolityki współczesnej (1989–2009). Wybór, Częstochowa.


[58] An article in: Zeszyty Naukowe Politechniki Śląskiej (2016): no. 1967.


[59] An article in: Studia Prawno-Ekonomiczne (2014): vol. XCIII.


[60] An article in: Sprawy Wschodnie (2004): no. 1.


[61] An article in: Unifikacja i różnicowanie się współczesnej Europy (2002): eds. B. Fijałkowska, A. Żukowski, Warsaw.


[62] An article in: Geopolitical Studies (1999): vol. 4.


[63] An article in: Geopolitical Studies (1997): vol. 3.


[64] An article in: Geopolitical Studies (1997): vol. 1.


[65] An article in: Cultural Transformations after Communism: Central and Eastern Europe In Focus (2011): eds. B. Törnquist-Plewa, K. Stala, Lund.


[66] A. Ajnenkiel (1969): Próba systematyzacji koncepcji ustrojowych. Program konserwatystów, Dzieje Najnowsze, no. 2.


[67] J. Bartyzel (2002): Konserwatyzm bez kompromisu: studium z dziejów zachowawczej myśli politycznej w Polsce XX wieku, Toruń.


[68] Z. Budych (1992): Ruch konserwatywny w II Rzeczypospolitej w ujęciu polskiego piśmiennictwa historycznej [in:] Wrocławskie studia z dziejów najnowszych, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław.


[69] E. Czapiewski (1988): Koncepcje polityki zagranicznej konserwatystów polskich w latach 1918-1926, Wrocław; idem (1986): Konserwatyści o stosunkach polsko-niemieckich w latach 1918-1925, Dzieje Najnowsze, fasc. 33–34; Jan Bobrzyński o kwestiach ustrojowych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej (1998): ed. idem, Warsaw.


[70] M. Figura (2008): Rosja w myśli politycznej Władysława Studnickiego, Poznań.


[71] B. Gałka (1984): Ideologia konserwatywna w Polsce międzywojennej, Studia Nauk Politycznych, no. 2.


[72] A. Górski (1999): Władza polityczna w myśli Stanisława Cata – Mackiewicza, Kraków.


[73] J. Gzella (1993): Myśl polityczna Władysława Studnickiego na tle koncepcji konserwatystów polskich (1918–1939), Toruń; idem (1993): Zaborcy i sąsiedzi Polski w myśli społeczno-politycznej Władysława Studnickiego (do 1939 roku), Toruń.


[74] R. Habielski (2006): Dokąd nam iść wypada? Jerzy Giedroyc. Od “Buntu Młodych” do “Kultury”, Warsaw.


[75] J. Jaruzelski (1983): O genezie Konstytucji Kwietniowej. Poseł Cat Mackiewicz i konserwatyści w pracach przygotowawczych, Kwartalnik Historyczny, no. 2; idem (1973): Cat Mackiewicz w “Słowie”. Publicystyka niemiecka w latach 1938-1939 , Dzieje Najnowsze, no. 1; idem (1987): Stanisław Cat Mackiewicz (1896–1966), Wilno.


[76] M. Jaskólski (1990): Kaduceus polski. Myśl polityczna konserwatystów krakowskich 1866–1934, Warsaw; idem (1988): Między normatywizmem i uniwersalizmem. Myśl prawno-polityczna Władysława Leopolda Jaworskiego, Wrocław; idem (1991): Ustrój polityczny w koncepcjach ruchu konserwatywnego w Polsce 1918-1939 [in:] Tradycje i współczesność kultury politycznej w Polsce 1918–1990, ed. E. Olszewski, Lublin.


[77] A. Jaszczuk (1986): Spór pozytywistów z konserwatystami a przyszłość Polski 1870-1903, Warsaw.


[78] A. Kościak-Pajewska (1992): Polska między Rosją a Niemcami. Koncepcje polityczne Adolfa Bocheńskiego, Poznań.


[79] W.T. Kulesza (1982): Konserwatyści w obozie sanacyjnym w latach 1926–1935. Spór o konserwatywną interpretację ideologii obozu rządzącego, Przegląd Historyczny, fasc. 3–4.


[80] M. Król (1985): Konserwatyści a niepodległość. Studia nad polską myślą konserwatywną XIX wieku, Warsaw; idem (1979): Style politycznego myślenia. Wokół “Buntu Młodych” i “Polityki”, Paris.


[81] W. Łazuga (1982): Michał Bobrzyński. Myśl historyczna a działalność polityczna, Warsaw.


[82] R. Matyja (2009): Konserwatyzm po komunizmie, Warsaw.


[83] W. Mich (1987): Etos ziemiański w działalności Związku Ziemian w Warszawie, Dzieje Najnowsze, no. 3; idem (1995): Kościół i religia katolicka w myśli politycznej polskiego ruchu konserwatywnego 1918–1939 [in:] Religia i Kościół rzymskokatolicki w polskiej myśli politycznej 1919-1993, ed. J. Jachymek, Lublin; idem (1991/1992): Adaptacja państwa w myśli politycznej polskiego ruchu konserwatywnego, Annales UMCS, sec. F; idem (1992): Problem mniejszości narodowych w myśli politycznej polskiego ruchu konserwatywnego (1918–1939), Lublin; idem (1996): Między integryzmem a liberalizmem. Polscy konserwatyści wobec kapitalizmu, Lublin.


[84] H. S. Michalak (1987): Józef Szujski 1935–1883. Światopogląd i działanie, Łódź.


[85] J. Osica (1982): Politycy anachronizmu. Konserwatyści wileńskiej grupy “Słowa” 1922–1928, Warsaw.


[86] M. Pąkciński (1994): Konserwatyzm na rozdrożu. “Młodzi konserwatyści” warszawscy wobec ideowych dylematów schyłku XIX wieku, Warsaw.


[87] Sz. Rudnicki (1981): Działalność polityczna polskich konserwatystów 1918–1926, Wrocław.


[88] J. Skoczyński (1994): Wartość pesymizmu. Studia i szkice o Marianie Zdziechowskim, Kraków.


[89] G. Sordyl (1999): Spadkobiercy stańczyków. Doktryna polskiego konserwatyzmu w latach 1979–1989, Kraków.


[90] B. Szlachta (2000): Konserwatyzm. Z dziejów tradycji myślenia o polityce, Kraków; idem (2000): Polscy konserwatyści wobec ustroju politycznego do 1939 roku, Kraków; idem (2000): Z dziejów polskiego konserwatyzmu, Kraków.


[91] D. Szpoper (1998): Konserwatyści wileńscy II Rzeczypospolitej wobec nacjonalizmu i Narodowej Demokracji, Myśl Konserwatywna, no. 2/3; idem (1999): Sukcesorzy Wielkiego Księstwa: Myśl polityczna i działalność konserwatystów polskich na ziemiach litewsko-białoruskich w latach 1904–1939, Gdańsk; idem (2000): “Koncepcja Krajowa” w myśli politycznej konserwatystów polskich byłego Wielkiego Księstwa Litewskiego do 1914 r., Sprawy Polityczne, no. 4(6); idem (2001): Nieznany projekt konstytucji Stanisława Cata-Mackiewicza, Sprawy Polityczne, no. 4(10); idem (2001): A. Bielecki, Aleksander Meysztowicz. Portret polityka konserwatywnego, Gdańsk.


[92] A. Szwarc (1996): Od Wielopolskiego do Stronnictwa Polityki Realnej. Zwolennicy ugody z Rosją, ich poglądy i próby działalności politycznej 1864–1905, Warsaw.


[93] K. M. Ujazdowski (2005): Żywotność konserwatyzmu. Idee polityczne Adolfa Bocheńskiego, Warsaw.


[94] K. Wandowicz (2000): Współczesny konserwatyzm polityczny w Polsce 1989–1998, Wrocław; idem (2009): Tradycja a odrodzony polski konserwatyzm polityczny po 1989 r. [in:] Marzyciele i realiści: o roli tradycji w polskiej myśli politycznej po upadku powstania styczniowego do XXI wieku, eds. T. Sikorski, A. Wątor, Szczecin.


[95] P. Waingertner (2015): Jerzego Giedroycia idea ULB – geneza, założenia, próby realizacji. Zarys problematyki, Studia z Historii Społeczno-Gospodarczej, Vol. XV.


[96] W. Władyka (1977): Działalność polityczna polskich stronnictwa konserwatywnych w latach 1926–1935, Wrocław.


[97] Cf. also: A. Wójcik (2004): Stan badań nad polską myślą polityczną w okresie 1864–1939, Polityka i Społeczeństwo, no. 1, pp. 88-90.


[98] M. Andrzejczak (2016): Rosja w myśli politycznej Narodowej Demokracji w latach 1917–1939, Krzeszowice.


[99] S. Aksamitek (1989): Generał Józef Haller. Zarys biografii politycznej, Katowice.


[100] O. Bergman (1998): Narodowa Demokracja wobec problematyki żydowskiej w latach 1918–1929, Poznań.


[101] M. Białokur (2005): Myśl społeczno-polityczna Joachima Bartoszewicza, Toruń.


[102] P. Biliński (1999): Władysław Konopczyński. Historyk i polityk II Rzeczypospolitej (1880–1952), Warsaw; idem (2018): Władysław Konopczyński (1880–1952). Człowiek i dzieła, Kraków.


[103] A. Bobrus (1989): Publicystyka endecka wobec stosunków polsko-litewskich w latach 1920–1939, Studia Historyczne, fasc. 2.


[104] W. Bułhak (2000): Dmowski – Rosja a kwestia polska, Warsaw.


[105] J. Chodorowski (1997): Roman Rybarski 1887–1942. Z historii polskiej myśli ekonomicznej i prawnoustrojowej pierwszej połowy XX w., Warsaw; idem (1996): Czy zmierzch państwa narodowego?, Poznań.


[106] P. Dąbrowski (2010): Narodowa Demokracja byłego Wielkiego Księstwa Litewskiego. Studium z zakresu myśli politycznej i działalności obozu narodowego na ziemiach litewsko-białoruskich w latach 1897–1918, Kraków. 


[107] J. Faryś, A. Wątor (1994): Edward Dubanowicz 1881–1943. Biografia polityczna, Szczecin; J. Faryś (1990): Stanisław Stroński. Biografia polityczna do 1939 r., Szczecin; idem (2000): Koncepcje polskiej polityki zagranicznej 1918–1939, Warsaw 1981; idem, Niemcy w myśli politycznej obozu narodowego 1921–1939, Szczecińskie Studia Historyczne, no. 13.


[108] A. Friszke (1981): Naród, państwo, system władzy w myśli politycznej Związku Ludowo–Narodowego w latach 1919–1926, Przegląd Historyczny, no. 1.


[109] K. Gomółka (1992): Sprawa białoruska w koncepcjach Narodowej Demokracji w latach 1918–1922 [in:] Polska myśl polityczna XIX i XX wieku, vol. VIII, Polska-Polacy – mniejszości narodowe, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław.


[110] B. Grott (1991): Nacjonalizm chrześcijański. Myśl społeczno-państwowa formacji narodowo-katolickiej w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej, Kraków; idem (1984): Nacjonalizm i religia. Proces zespalania nacjonalizmu z katolicyzmem w jedną całość ideową w myśli Narodowej Demokracji 1926–1939, Kraków; idem (1996): Nacjonalizm chrześcijański. Narodowo-katolickie formacje ideowe w II Rzeczypospolitej na tle porównawczym, Kraków; idem (1995): Zygmunt Balicki – ideologii Narodowej Demokracji, Kraków; Różne oblicza nacjonalizmów. Polityka – religia – etos (2010): ed. idem, Kraków.


[111] B. Halczak (2000): Publicystyka narodowo-demokratyczna wobec problemów narodowościowych i etnicznych II Rzeczypospolitej, Zielona Góra.


[112] K. Jajecznik (2013): Wizje Europy w polskiej myśli nacjonalistycznej po 1989 roku [in:] Europejskie inspiracje myśli politycznej w Polsce od XIX do XXI wieku. Recepcja – kontynuacja – interpretacja, eds. E. Maj, A, Dawidowicz, Ł. Lewkowicz, A. Szwed, Lublin.


[113] M. Jaskólski (1989): Konserwatyzm – nacjonalizm. Studia nad konfrontacjami ideowymi konserwatyzmu krakowskiego i demokracji narodowej przed 1914 r., Kraków.


[114] Z. Kaczmarek (1980): Obóz Wielkiej Polski. Geneza i działalność społeczno-polityczna w latach 1926–1933, Poznań.


[115] K. Kawalec (1989): Narodowa Demokracja wobec faszyzmu 1922–1939. Ze studiów nad dziejami myśli politycznej obozu narodowego, Warsaw; idem (1996/2002/2016): Roman Dmowski, Warsaw 1996/Wrocław 2002/Poznań 2016.


[116] K. Kawęcki (2013): W imię Wielkiej Polski, Warsaw.


[117] S. Kilian (1997): Myśl edukacyjna Narodowej Demokracji, Kraków; Wacław Komarnicki o ustroju państwa i konstytucji (2000): intro. and ed. idem, Warsaw; idem (2000): Myśl społeczno-polityczna Tadeusza Bieleckiego, Kraków.


[118] J. Kornaś (1995): Naród i państwo w myśli politycznej Związku Ludowo-Narodowego, Kraków; idem (1997): Ustrój polityczny i ekonomiczny Polski w myśli politycznej Stanisława Głąbińskiego w latach 1919–1927, Zeszyty Naukowe Akademii Ekonomicznej w Krakowie, no. 484; Stanisław Głąbiński o ustroju państwa polskiego i parlamentaryzmie (1999): ed. idem, Warsaw.


[119] T. Koziełło (2011): Miejsce Polski w Europie w koncepcjach politycznych Ligi Polskich Rodzin jako kontynuacja narodowodemokratycznej myśli politycznej okresu międzywojennego [in:] Epigoństwo czy twórcza ciągłość. Ideowe dziedzictwo głównych nurtów politycznych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej w refleksji politycznej po zakończeniu II wojny światowej, eds. E. Krasucki, T. Sikorski, A. Wątor, Toruń; idem (2008): Koncepcje polskiej polityki zagranicznej Ligi Polskich Rodzin – kontynuacja narodowodemokratycznej ideologii czy tworzenie nowych założeń politycznych? [in:] Kontynuacje i nowatorstwo w świecie współczesnych idei, eds. M. Mikołajczyk, M. Śliwa, Kraków.


[120] T. Kulak (1994): Jan Ludwik Popławski 1854–1908. Biografia polityczna, Wrocław.


[121] L. Kulińska (1999): Narodowcy. Z dziejów obozu narodowego w Polsce w latach 1944–1947, Warsaw; eadem (2001): M. Orłowski, R. Sierchuła, Narodowcy. Myśl polityczna i społeczna obozu narodowego w Polsce w latach 1944–1947, Warsaw.


[122] J. Kuś (1989): Działalność społeczno-polityczna Stanisława Rymara 2 II 1886–14 X 1965, Studia Historyczne, fasc. 3.


[123] G. Krzywiec (2009): Szowinizm po polsku. Przypadek Romana Dmowskiego (1886–1905), Warsaw.


[124] Z. Landau (1997): Działalność gospodarcza Władysława Kucharskiego (1884–1964), Śląski Kwartalnik Historyczny Sobótka, no. 3.


[125] J. Macała (2005): Polska katolicka w myśli politycznej II RP, Toruń.


[126] T. Madras (2009): Między Odrą a Dnieprem. Myśl geopolityczna narodowej demokracji do 1922 roku, Economy and Management, 1/2009.



[127] E. Maj (1992): Mniejszości narodowe w myśli politycznej Narodowej Demokracji: (1918–1939) [in:] Mniejszości narodowe w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku, ed. J. Jachymek, Lublin; ibid. (1991): Jan Ludwik Popławski 1854–1908. Poglądy i działalność polityczna, Lublin; Związek Ludowo-Narodowy 1919–1928. Studium z dziejów myśli politycznej, Lublin 2000; E. Maj, Cz. Maj (2007): Narodowe ugrupowania polityczne w Polsce 1989–2001, Lublin; E. Maj (2006): Alternatywna wizja zjednoczonej Europy w myśli politycznej ruchu narodowego w Polsce po 1989 roku [in:] Między otwartą a domkniętą myślą polityczną. Szkice o najnowszej refleksji politycznej, eds. R. Bäcker, J. Marszałek-Kawa, Toruń; idem (2006): Wrogowie narodu i państwa polskiego w koncepcjach Ligi Polskich Rodzin [in:] Ideologie, doktryny i ruchy narodowe. Wybrane problemy, ed. S. Stępień, Lublin; Międzynarodowe położenie Polski w koncepcjach politycznych Przymierza Ludowo-Narodowego [in:] Niepodległość, zależność, suwerenność. Polityka zagraniczna w najnowszej polskiej myśli politycznej (2007): eds. W. Paruch, K. Trembicka, Lublin; E. Maj (2009): Myśl narodowo-ludowa w Polsce po 1989 roku [in:] Idee, państwo, ludowcy. Księga jubileuszowa z okazji 70. rocznicy

urodzin profesora Jana Jachymka, eds. E. Maj, S. Michałowski, A. Wójcik, Lublin, Recepcja nacjonalizmu w publicystyce politycznej obozu narodowego w Polsce (po 1989 roku) [in:] Polacy – Polska – Europa. Interpretacje idei politycznych (2002): eds. T. Godlewski, W. Jurkiewicz, Bydgoszcz.



[128] J.M. Majchrowski (1996): Szkice z historii polskiej prawicy politycznej lat Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej, Kraków.


[129] M. Marszał (2001): Włoski faszyzm i niemiecki narodowy socjalizm w poglądach ideologów Narodowej Demokracji 1926–1939, Wrocław.


[130] A. Meller (2011): Ku “nowemu średniowieczu”. Myśl społeczno-polityczna Mariana Reutta w latach 30. XX wieku, Warsaw.


[131] A. Micewski (1971): Roman Dmowski, Warsaw.


[132] M. Mroczko (1999): Stanisław Kozicki (1876–1958). Biografia polityczna, Gdańsk.


[133] M. Musielak (1997): Nazizm w interpretacjach polskiej myśli politycznej okresu międzywojennego, Poznań.


[134] M. Nieć (1998): Niemcy w publicystyce Narodowej Demokracji w okresie międzywojennym 1918–1939. Kwestie polityki międzynarodowej, Wrocław; idem, Czechosłowacja w myśli politycznej Narodowej Demokracji (1918–1948) [in:] Doświadczenie trzech generacji Polaków, Czechów i Słowaków 1918-1998, eds. M. Pułaski, J. Valenta, Wrocław 1998.


[135] B. Nitschke (1993): Adam Doboszyński – publicysta i polityk, Kraków.


[136] G. Radomski (1997): Wpływ wychowania na postawy polityczne Żydów w opinii Związku Ludowo-Narodowego (1919–1928) [in:] Wychowanie a polityka. Tradycje i współczesność, eds. W. Wojdyła and M. Strzelecki, Toruń; idem (2000): Narodowa Demokracja wobec problematyki mniejszości narodowych w Drugiej Rzeczypospolite w latach 1918–1926; Toruń.


[137] Roman Rybarski o narodzie, ustroju i gospodarce (1997): intr. and ed. Sz. Rudnicki, Warsaw; idem (1985): Obóz Narodowo-Radykalny. Geneza i działalność, Warsaw; idem (1967): Narodowa Demokracja po przewrocie majowym – zmiany organizacyjne i ideologiczne (1926–1930), Najnowsze Dzieje Polski 1914–1939, Vol. 11.


[138] M. Ryba (1990): Naród a państwo. Myśl społeczno-polityczna twórców ruchu narodowego w okresie międzywojennym, Lublin.


[139] U. Schrade (2004): Międzywojenna polska myśl narodowa, Kraków.


[140] B. Smolik (2009): Suwerenność w myśli politycznej środowiska Ligi Polskich Rodzin w okresie debaty nad członkostwem Polski w Unii Europejskiej i Traktatem Konstytucyjnym, Wrocławskie Studia Politologiczne, no. 10.


[141] M. Sobczak (1998): Stosunek Narodowej Demokracji do kwestii żydowskiej w Polsce w latach 1918–1939, Wrocław.


[142] J.J. Terej (1971): Idee, mity, realia. Szkice z dziejów Narodowej Demokracji, Warsaw.


[143] G. Tokarz (2002): Ruch narodowy w Polsce w latach 1989–1997, Wrocław.


[144] J. Tomasiewicz (2003): Ugrupowania neoendeckie w III Rzeczypospolitej, Toruń.


[145] P. Wandycz (1989): Narodowa Demokracja a polityka zagraniczna II Rzeczypospolitej, Więź, nos 8–9.


[146] R. Wapiński (1977): Endecja wobec hitleryzmu i III Rzeszy [in:] Polska, Niemcy, Europa, Poznań; idem (1966): Niektóre problemy ewolucji ideowo-politycznej endecji w latach 1919–1939, Kwartalnik Historyczny, no. 4; idem (1988): Problem państwa w koncepcjach politycznych obozu narodowego [in:] Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku, vol. VII: Państwo w polskiej myśli politycznej, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław; idem (1973): Z dziejów tendencji nacjonalistycznych. O stanowisku Narodowej Demokracji wobec kwestii narodowej w latach 1933–1939, Kwartalnik Historyczny, fasc. 1; idem (1968): Endecka koncepcja polityki wschodniej w latach II Rzeczypospolitej [in:] Studia z dziejów ZSRR i Europy Środkowej, vol. V, Wrocław; idem (1969): Endecka koncepcja granic Polski 1918–1921, Zapiski Historyczne, fasc. 3; idem (1966): Endecja wobec problemów polskich ziem zachodnich w latach 1919–1939, Zapiski Historyczne, fasc. 4; idem (1989): Roman Dmowski, Lublin; idem (1980): Narodowa Demokracja 1893–1939, Wrocław; idem (1985): Obóz narodowy [in]: Życie polityczne w Polsce 1918–1939, ed. J. Żarnowski, Wrocław; idem (1988): Problem państwa w koncepcjach politycznych obozu narodowego [in:] Polska myśl polityczna XIX i XX wieku, vol. VII, Państwo w polskiej myśli politycznej, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław.


[147] J. Waskan (1993): Koncepcje społeczno-polityczne Romana Rybarskiego, Toruń.


[148] A. Wątor (1992): Działalność Związku Ludowo-Narodowego w latach 1919–1922, Szczecin; idem (1993): Działalność Stronnictwa Demokratyczno-Narodowego w zaborze austriackim do roku 1914, Szczecin; idem (1999): Chrześcijańsko-narodowi. Z dziejów nurtu politycznego do 1928 roku, Szczecin.


[149] T. Włudyka (1994): “Trzecia droga” w myśli gospodarczej II Rzeczpospolitej. Koncepcje Adama Doboszyńskiego a program obozu narodowego, Kraków.


[150] W. Wojdyło (1993): Koncepcje społeczno-polityczne Stanisława Grabskiego, Toruń; idem (2006): G. Radomski, W obronie niezależności narodu. Ruch narodowy w Polsce wobec wspólnot wyższego rządu oraz idei integracji w Europie w XX w., Przegląd Humanistyczny, no. 3; W. Wojdyło (1998): Stanowisko obozu narodowo-demokratycznego wobec idei pluralizmu kulturalnego w stosunku do mniejszości narodowych w kulturze i oświacie polskiej w latach 1700–1939, eds. A. Bilewicz, S. Walasek, Wrocław; idem (1997): Kwestia ukraińska w myśli społeczno-politycznej obozu narodowo-demokratycznego w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [in:] Polska i Ukraina. Sojusz 1920 roku i jego następstwa, eds. Z. Karpus, W. Rezmer, E. Wiszka, Toruń; idem (2000): Stereotyp Żyda w publicystyce społeczno-politycznej obozu narodowego w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [in:] Wychowanie a polityka. Mity i stereotypy w polskiej myśli społecznej XX wieku, ed. idem, Toruń; Między rzeczywistością polityczną a światem iluzji: rozwiązanie problemu mniejszości narodowych w polskiej myśli politycznej XX wieku (2001): eds. J. Jachymek, W. Paruch, Lublin; idem (1999): Wychowanie jako forma działania politycznego w myśli społeczno-politycznej obozu narodowego w latach 1926–1939 [in:] Wychowanie a polityka. Między wychowaniem narodowym a państwowym, ed. idem, Toruń.


[151] T. Wolsza (1992): Narodowa Demokracja wobec chłopów 1887–1914. Program, polityka, działalność, Warsaw.


[152] S. Wójcik (1995): Ekonomia społeczna – według koncepcji Stanisława Grabskiego, Lublin.


[153] Edward Taylor 1884–1964. Wartości niedocenione i nieprzemijające (1988): ed. W. Wierzyński, Warsaw.


[154] J. Zieliński (aka M. Kułakowski) (1988): Roman Dmowski w świetli listów i wspomnień, vols 1–2, London.


[155] J. Żaryn (1994): Stronnictwo Narodowe na emigracji [in:] Warszawa nad Tamizą. Z dziejów polskiej emigracji politycznej po drugiej wojnie światowej, ed. A. Friszke, Warsaw.


[156] M. J. Żmichrowska (1996): Jan Kornecki (1884–1967). Działalność oświatowa, społeczna, polityczna, Warsaw.


[157] A. Andrusiewicz (1987): Stronnictwo Pracy 1937–1950. Ze studiów nad dziejami najnowszymi chadecji w Polsce, Warsaw.


[158] E. Balawejder (2001): Wojciech Korfanty. Myśl katolicko-społeczna i działalność, Katowice.


[159] Cz. Demel, J. Krawulski, K. Rzepa (1980): Działalność Narodowego Stronnictwa Robotników i Narodowej Partii Robotniczej w Wielkopolsce w latach 1917–1937, Warsaw.


[160] A. Gruszecki (2007): Katolicy II Rzeczypospolitej o ustroju społeczno-politycznym, Kraków.


[161] W. Korpalska (1981): Władysław Eugeniusz Sikorski. Biografia polityczna, Wrocław.


[162] B. Krzywobłocka (1947): Chadecja 1918–1937, Warsaw.


[163] P. Łyżwa (2003): Myśl polityczna chrześcijańskiej demokracji w III RP, Toruń.


[164] J. M. Majchrowski (1979): Stronnictwo Pracy. Działalność polityczna i koncepcje programowe 1937–1945, Kraków.


[165] M. Orzechowski (1975): Wojciech Korfanty. Biografia polityczna, Wrocław.


[166] H. Przybylski (1980): Chrześcijańska Demokracja i Narodowa Partia Robotnicza w latach 1926–1937, Warsaw 1980.


[167] B. Sobolewska (1961): Chrześcijańsko-demokratyczna koncepcja państwa polskiego w okresie budowy fundamentów Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej (1918–1921), Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego, no. 44.


[168] Chrześcijańska myśl społeczna na emigracji (1991): ed. Z. Tkacz, London.


[169] K. Turowski (1989): Historia ruchu chrześcijańsko-demokratycznego w Polsce, Warsaw.


[170] R. Michalski (1995): Chrześcijańska wizja odrodzenia człowieka. Katolicka nauka społeczna w Polsce przeciwko moralnym skutkom kapitalizmu i totalitaryzmu 1918–1989, Toruń.


[171] A. Adamczyk (2008): Piłsudczycy w izolacji (1939–1954). Studium z dziejów struktur i myśli politycznej, Warsaw.


[172] A. Ajnenkiel (1988): Piłsudczycy wobec państwa [in:] Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku, vol. VII: Państwo w polskiej myśli politycznej, ed. W. Wrzesiński, Wrocław.


[173] S. Cenckiewicz (2005): Tadeusz Katelbach. Biografia polityczna (1897–1977), Warsaw.


[174] A. Chojnowski (1986): Piłsudczycy u władzy. Dzieje Bezpartyjnego Bloku Współpracy z Rządem, Wrocław; idem (1980): Kwestia mniejszości narodowych a bezpieczeństwo państwa w myśli politycznej Narodowej Demokracji i sanacji [in:] Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku, vol. 2: Na warsztatach historyków polskiej myśli politycznej, ed. H. Zieliński, Wrocław.


[175] A. Chwalba (1993): Józef Piłsudski – historyk wojskowości, Kraków.


[176] Piłsudski i jego legenda (1988): ed. A. Czubiński, Warsaw.


[177] M.M. Drozdowski (1989): Eugeniusz Kwiatkowski. Człowiek i dzieło, Kraków.


[178] J. Faryś (1991): Piłsudski i piłsudczycy. Z dziejów koncepcji polityczno-ustrojowej 1918–1939, Szczecin; idem (1986): Myśl gospodarcza piłsudczyków (1935–1939), Przegląd Zachodniopomorski, no. 3; idem (1987): Myśl gospodarcza piłsudczyków 1926–1935, Szczecińskie Studia Historyczne.


[179] A. Garlicki (1981): Od maja do Brześcia, Warsaw; idem (1983): U źródeł obozu belwederskiego, Warsaw; idem (1987): Przewrót majowy, Warsaw; idem (1986): Od Brześcia do maja, Warsaw; idem (1988): Józef Piłsudski 1867–1935, Warsaw.


[180] D. Górecki (1992): Pozycja ustrojowo-prawna Prezydenta Rzeczypospolitej i rządu w ustawie konstytucyjnej z 23 kwietnia 1935 roku, Łódź.


[181] D. Grzybek (2005): Nauka czy ideologia. Biografia intelektualna Adama Krzyżanowskiego, Kraków.


[182] T. Jędruszczak (1963): Piłsudczycy bez Piłsudskiego. Powstanie Obozu Zjednoczenia Narodowego w 1937 roku, Warsaw.


[183] J. Jędrzejewicz (1955): Myśl państwowa piłsudczyków w okresie 1918-1935, London.


[184] W. Jędrzejewicz (1989): Kronika życia Józefa Piłsudskiego 1867–1935, vols 1–3, Warsaw.


[185] T. Komarnicki (1967): Józef Piłsudski i polska racja stanu, London.


[186] A. Kowalczykowa (1991): Piłsudski i tradycja, Chotomów.


[187] M. Król (1985): Józef Piłsudski. Ewolucja myśli politycznej, Warsaw.


[188] W.T. Kulesza (1981): Koncepcje ideowo-polityczne Kazimierza Bartla i jego ekipy w latach 1926–1930, Przegląd Historyczny, no. 1; idem (1985): Koncepcje ideowo-polityczne obozu rządzącego w Polsce w latach 1926–1935, Wrocław; Wacław Makowski o państwie społecznym (1998): intr. and ed. W. T. Kulesza, Warsaw.


[189] M. Leczyk (1975): Ze studiów nad polską polityką wschodnią po przewrocie majowym (V 1926–V 1927), “Z dziejów stosunków polsko-radzieckich: Studia i materiały”, vols 11–12.


[190] J. Lewandowski (1962): Federalizm. Litwa i Białoruś w polityce obozu belwederskiego (XI 1918–IV 1920), Warsaw; idem (1967): Imperializm słabości. Kształtowanie się koncepcji polityki wschodniej piłsudczyków 1921–1926, Warsaw.


[191] J.M. Majchrowski (1978): Czynniki integrujące naród w myśli politycznej Obozu Zjednoczenia Narodowego, Kraków; idem (1985): Silni – zwarci – gotowi. Myśl polityczna Obozu Zjednoczenia Narodowego, Warsaw; idem (1981): Problem mniejszości narodowych w myśli politycznej Obozu Zjednoczenia Narodowego, Studia Historyczne, no. 3; Stanisław Car – polska koncepcja autorytaryzmu (1996): intr. and ed. idem, Warsaw.


[192] A. Micewski (1968): W cieniu Marszałka Piłsudskiego. Szkice z dziejów myśli politycznej II Rzeczypospolitej, Warsaw.


[193] R. Mirowicz (1988): Edward Rydz-Śmigły. Działalność wojskowa i polityczna, Warsaw.


[194] W. Musialik (1989): Michał Grażyński 1890–1965 (biografia polityczna), Opole.


[195] D. Nałęcz, T. Nałęcz (1986): Józef Piłsudski – legendy i fakty, Warsaw.


[196] A. Nowak (2001): Polska i trzy Rosje. Studium polityki wschodniej Józefa Piłsudskiego (do kwietnia 1920 roku), Kraków.


[197] J.M. Nowakowski (1988): Walery Sławek (1879–1939). Zarys biografii politycznej, Warsaw.


[198] P. Okulewicz (2001): Koncepcja “międzymorza” w myśli i praktyce politycznej obozu Józefa Piłsudskiego w latach 1918-1926, Poznań.


[199] W. Paruch (1995): Podstawowe determinanty aktywności politycznej. Rozważania nad paradygmatem ideologii piłsudczykowskiej (1926–1939), Annales UMCS, Sec. K, Politologia 1995/1996, vols II/III; idem (2005): Myśl polityczna obozu piłsudczykowskiego 1926–1939, Lublin; idem (2014): Myśl polityczna formacji piłsudczykowskiej w Polsce (1926-1939) – cechy podstawowe, Annales Universitatis Mariae Curie-Skłodowska, vol. XXI.


[200] J. Piotrowski (2003): Piłsudczycy bez lidera, Toruń.


[201] T. Piotrkiewicz (1981): Kwestia ukraińska w Polsce w koncepcjach piłsudczyzny 1926–1930, Warsaw.


[202] P. Samuś (2002): Walery Sławek: droga do niepodległej Polski, Płock.


[203] T. Sikorski (2012): Rzeczywistość i eksperyment: Oblicze ideowo-polityczne piłsudczykowskiej grupy “Zaczyn” (1936–1939), Niepodległość, vol. 41.


[204] T. Smoliński (1985): Rządy Józefa Piłsudskiego w latach 1926-1935. Studium prawne, Poznań.


[205] B. Urbankowski (1988): Filozofia czynu. Światopogląd Józefa Piłsudskiego, Warsaw; idem (1997): Józef Piłsudski marzyciel i strateg, vols 1–2, Warsaw.


[206] I. Werschler (1984): Z dziejów obozu belwederskiego. Tadeusz Hołówko – życie i działalność, Warsaw.


[207] E.D. Wynot (1974): Polish Politics in Transition: Camp of National Unity and Struggle for Power 1935–1939, University of Georgia Press.


[208] R. Zapart (2012): Polska w środkowoeuropejskich koncepcjach Zygmunta Czarneckiego. Emigracyjna myśl polityczna okresu “zimnej wojny”, Studia Polonijne, Vol. 33.


[209] W. Zieliński (1986): Michał Grażyński 1890–1965. Wojewoda śląski, Katowice.


[210] Tradycje liberalne w Polsce (1993): eds. R. Benedykciuk and R. Kołodziejczyk, Warsaw.


[211] W. Bernacki (1994): Z dziejów polskiego liberalizmu politycznego, Kraków; idem (1997): Jednostka, naród, niepodległość. Myśl polityczna demoliberałów galicyjskich (1882-1905), Kraków; idem (2004): Liberalizm polski 1815-1939. Studium doktryny politycznej, Kraków.


[212] Polskie zbliżenia z liberalizmem (2006): eds. T. Godlewski, D. Karnowska, Toruń.


[213] M. Jankowski (1996): Być liberałem w czasie trudnym. Rzecz o Włodzimierzu Spasowiczu, Łódź.


[214] M. Janowski (1998): Polska myśl liberalna do 1918 roku, Kraków.


[215] Liberalne przesłanki polskiej transformacji (2011): eds. W. Jarmołowicz, K. Szarzec, Warsaw.


[216] A. Jaszczuk (1999): Liberalna Atlantyda. Główne nurty liberalizmu polskiego 1870–1939, Warsaw.


[217] K. Rogaczewska (2011): Ekonomiczny wymiar polskiego liberalizmu, Wrocław.


[218] H. Kozłowska-Sabatowska (1978): Ideologia pozytywizmu galicyjskiego, Wrocław.


[219] M. Król (1985): Konserwatyści a niepodległość, Warsaw.


[220] B. Skarga (1964): Narodziny pozytywizmu polskiego (1831–1864), Warsaw.


[221] B. and M. Sobolewscy (1987): Myśl polityczna XIX i XX wieku. Liberalizm, Warsaw.


[222] J. Szacki (1994): Liberalizm po komunizmie, Kraków.


[223] J. Borkowski (1966): Postawa polityczna chłopów polskich w latach 1930–1935, Warsaw 1970; idem, Wizje społeczne i zmagania wiciarzy w świetle młodzieżowej prasy ludowej 1928–1939 (Wici, Znicz, Młoda Myśl Ludowa, Chłopskie życie gospodarcze), Warsaw; idem (1974): Wyklęci sprawiedliwi, Warsaw.


[224] H. Brodowska (1984): Chłopi o sobie i Polsce. Rozwój świadomości społeczno-narodowej, Warsaw; eadem (1964): Ruch chłopski po uwłaszczeniu w Królestwie Polskim 1864–1904, Warsaw.


[225] R. Buczek (1983): Na przełomie dziejów. Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe w latach 1945–1947, Toronto.


[226] W. Burger (1983): Ruch ludowy wobec kwestii społeczno-ustrojowych II Rzeczypospolitej, Szczecin.


[227] H. Cimek (1973): Zjednoczenie Lewicy Chłopskiej “Samopomoc” 1928–1931, Lublin.


[228] S. Dąbrowski (1981): Koncepcje przebudowy Polski w programach i publicystyce ruchu ludowego 1939–1945, Warsaw.


[229] K. Dunin-Wąsowicz (1956): Dzieje Stronnictwa Ludowego w Galicji, Warsaw.


[230] B. Dymek (1972): Niezależna Partia Chłopska 1924–1927, Warsaw.


[231] J. Figat (1996): Armia i obronność w myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej [in:] Chłopi, Naród, Kultura, vol. 1: Myśl polityczna ruchu ludowego, eds. J. Jachymek, K.Z. Sowa, M. Śliwa, Rzeszów.


[232] A. Gurnicz (1963): O “równą miarkę” dla chłopów. Poglądy i działalność pierwszej chłopskiej organizacji politycznej w Polsce Związku Stronnictwa Chłopskiego 1893–1908, Warsaw.


[233] R. Halaba (1965): Stronnictwo Ludowe 1944–1946, Warsaw.


[234] Z. Hemmerling (1990): PSL Wyzwolenie w parlamentach II Rzeczypospolitej 1919–1931, Warsaw, idem (1988): A. Łuczak, Miejsce kresów i słowiańskich mniejszości narodowych w koncepcjach ruchu ludowego [in:] Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku, vol. VI: Między Polską etniczną a historyczną, Wrocław.


[235] J. Jachymek (1991): Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe-Lewica 1913–1924. Studium o powstaniu, działalności i rozkładzie ugrupowania politycznego, Lublin; idem, Potrzeba badań myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego [in:] Chłopi, Naród, Kultura... vol. I; idem (1998): Dorobek polskiej historiografii ruchu ludowego. Stan i postulaty badawcze, Roczniki Dziejów Ruchu Ludowego, no. 30; idem (1983): Myśl polityczna PSL Wyzwolenie 1918–1931, Lublin; idem (1983): Czym był agraryzm, Rocznik Dziejów Ruchu Ludowego 1983/1984, no. 23/24; idem (1993): Neoagraryzm i trzecia droga, Lublin; idem (1996): Neoagraryzm – trzecią drogą i szansą dla Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej [in:] Wieś – chłopi – ruch ludowy – państwo. Księga pamiątkowa Profesora Józefa Ryszarda Szaflika, ed. A. Kołodziejczyk, Warsaw; idem (1989): Ruch ludowy wobec problemu niepodległości Polski [in:] Idea niepodległości i suwerenności narodowej w polskiej myśli politycznej XIX i XX w., ed. J. Maternicki, Warsaw; idem (1983): Władza ludu w myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego (1918–1939), Annales UMCS, sec. F, Historia, 1983–1984, vols XXXVIII–XXXIX; idem (1996): Polska Ludowa – ideał państwa ruchu ludowego, Annales UMCS, sec. F, Historia, vol. LI; idem, J. R. Szaflik (1980): Myśl polityczna ruchu ludowego wobec bezpieczeństwa granic państwowych w II Rzeczypospolitej [in:] Polska Myśl Polityczna XIX i XX Wieku, vol. IV: Na warsztatach historyków polskiej myśli politycznej, Wrocław; J. Jachymek, Z. Tymoszuk (1995): Religia i Kościół rzymskokatolicki w myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego 1918-1939 [in:] Religia i Kościół rzymskokatolicki w polskiej myśli politycznej 1919–1993, ed. J. Jachymek, Lublin.


[236] B. Kasperek (1998): Jakub Bojko 1857–1949, Lublin.


[237] A. Kołodziejczyk (2002): Kościół katolicki w myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego w latach 1918–1931 (do powstania Stronnictwa Ludowego) [in:] Chłopi, Naród, Kultura...; idem, Ruch ludowy a Kościół rzymskokatolicki w latach II Rzeczypospolitej, Warsaw; idem (1980): Myśl polityczna Macieja Rataja, Warsaw; idem (1991): Maciej Rataj 1884–1940, Warsaw; Maciej Rataj o parlamentaryzmie, państwie demokratycznym i sanacji (1998): intr. and ed. idem, Warsaw.


[238] A. Kudłaszyk (1978): Myśl społeczno-polityczna Bolesława Wysłoucha 1855–1937, Warsaw.


[239] E. Kulwicki (1971): Koncepcje społeczno-ekonomiczne ruchu ludowego 1918–1931, Warsaw.


[240] A. Lech (1991): Agraryzm wiciowy, Łódź; J. Hirsz, A. Lech, E. Tomaszewski (1983): Wizje Polski Ludowej w programach organizacji młodzieży wiejskiej 1928–1948, Warsaw.


[241] A. Łuczak (1982): Społeczeństwo i państwo w myśli politycznej ruchu ludowego II Rzeczypospolitej, Warsaw; idem (1973): Samorząd terytorialny w programach i działalności stronnictw ludowych 1918–1939, Warsaw.


[242] A. Mieczkowski (1998): Błażej Stolarski 1880–1939. Życie, działalność, poglądy, Lublin.


[243] H. Mierzwiński (1987): Tomasz Nocznicki. Życie, działalność – myśl polityczna (1862–1944), Lublin.


[244] J. Molenda (1965): Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe w Królestwie Polskim 1915–1918, Warsaw; idem (1999): Chłopi, naród, niepodległość. Kształtowanie się postaw narodowych i obywatelskich chłopów w Galicji i Królestwie Polskim w przededniu odrodzenia Polski, Warsaw.


[245] A. Paczkowski (1991): Stanisław Mikołajczyk czyli klęska realisty (zarys biografii politycznej), Warsaw.


[246] W. Piątkowski (1956): Dzieje ruchu zaraniarskiego, Warsaw; idem (1993): Wokół idei agraryzmu, Warsaw; idem (1983): Myśl agrarystyczna Stanisława Miłkowskiego, Warsaw.


[247] B. Radlak (1962): Polski Związek Ludowy w rewolucji 1905-1907, Warsaw.


[248] J. R. Szaflik (1970): Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe “Piast” 1926–1931, Warsaw; idem (1976): O rząd chłopskich dusz, Warsaw.


[249] H. Trocka (1969): Spółdzielczość w programach i polityce stronnictw ludowych do 1939, Warsaw.


[250] K. Wandowicz (2011): Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe – nieudana próba kontynuacji [in:] Epigoństwo czy twórcza ciągłość?: ideowe dziedzictwo głównych nurtów politycznych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej w refleksji politycznej po zakończeniu II wojny światowej, eds. E. Krasucki T. Sikorski, A. Wątor, Toruń.


[251] Stanisław Thugutt o demokracji i ustroju Polski (1998): intr. and ed. W. Wic, Warsaw.


[252] A. Więzikowa (1962): Stronnictwo Chłopskie 1926-1931, Warsaw.


[253] A. Wójcik (1992): Myśl polityczna Stanisława Augusta Thugutta 1873–1941, Lublin.


[254] A. Zakrzewski (1977): Wincenty Witos, chłopski polityk i mąż stanu, Warsaw.


[255] R. Bäcker (1994): Problematyka państwa w polskiej myśli socjalistycznej lat 1918–1948, Toruń; idem (1990): Między odrzuceniem a poparciem. Stosunek PPS do państwa polskiego w latach 1918–1939 [in:] Dylematy II Rzeczypospolitej, ed. A. Wojtas, Toruń.


[256] L. Baumgarten (1966): Dzieje Wielkiego proletariatu, Warsaw.


[257] J. Buszko (1967): Narodziny ruchu socjalistycznego na ziemiach polskich, Kraków.


[258] M. Chałubiński (1990): Polityka i socjalizm. Studium koncepcji społeczno-politycznych Juliana Hochfelda, Warsaw.


[259] R. Chwedoruk (2004): Socjaliści z “Solidarności” w latach 1989–1993, Warsaw.


[260] S. Ciesielski (1986): Niepodległość i socjalizm. Tradycja w myśli politycznej polskiego ruchu socjalistycznego w latach 1939-1948, Warsaw; idem (1991): J. Juchnowski, Dylematy i poszukiwania. Studia nad polską myślą socjalistyczną 1939–1948, Wrocław.


[261] A. Czubiński (1963): Kwestia narodowa w założeniach programowych partii robotniczych w Polsce do 1939 r. [in:] Wizja społeczeństwa socjalistycznego w myśli politycznej polskiego ruchu robotniczego do 1948 roku, Warsaw 1987; idem, Centrolew. Kształtowanie się i rozwój demokratycznej opozycji antysanacyjnej w Polsce w latach 1926–1930, Poznań.


[262] M.M. Drozdowski (1972): Ewolucja programu gospodarczego PPS w latach 1918–1939 [in:] idem, Społeczeństwo, państwo i politycy II Rzeczypospolitej. Szkice i polemiki, Kraków; idem (1986): Myśl ekonomiczno-społeczna polskich socjalistów w latach II Rzeczypospolitej, Przegląd Zachodnio-Pomorski, fasc. 3; idem (1993): Ewolucja programu ekonomiczno-społecznego Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej od 1892 do 1992 roku [in:] Stulecie Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej 1892–1992, ed. idem et al., Warsaw.


[263] B. Głowacki (1979): Polityka Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej 1929–1935, Warsaw.


[264] J. Gołota (1995): Ewolucja ideowopolityczna Jędrzeja Moraczewskiego 1930–1939, Dzieje Najnowsze, no. 3.


[265] J. Holzer (1962): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna w latach 1917-1919, Warsaw; idem (1977): PPS. Szkic dziejów, Warsaw.


[266] H. Jabłoński (1958): Polityka Polskiej partii Socjalistycznej w czasie wojny 1914–1918, Warsaw.


[267] A. Jaeschke (1992): Myśl społeczno-polityczna Zygmunta Zaremby w latach 1916–1967, Kraków.


[268] J. Jagiełło (1983): O polską drogę do socjalizmu. Dyskusje w PPR i PPS w latach 1944–1948, Warsaw.


[269] E. Jeliński (1983): Polityka Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej wobec mniejszości narodowych w latach 1918–1939, Dzieje Najnowsze, nos 1–2; idem (1994): Myśl a rzeczywistość. O pewnych osobliwościach polskiej myśli socjalistycznej w II Rzeczypospolitej, Poznań.


[270] J. Juchnowski (1998): Federalizm i integracja europejska w myśli politycznej socjalistów polskich (1922–1939) [in:] Federalizm. Teorie i koncepcje, ed. W. Bokajło, Wrocław.


[271] J. Kurczewska (1975): Teoria narodu Bolesława Limanowskiego [in:] Polska myśl filozoficzna i społeczna, ed. B. Skarga, vol. II, Warsaw.


[272] K. Łabędź (2003): Koncepcje polityczne w prasie NSZZ “Solidarność” w latach 1980–1981, Toruń; idem (1997): Spory wokół zagadnień programowych w publikacjach opozycji politycznej w Polsce w latach 1981–1989, Kraków.


[273] T. Ładyka (1972): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna (Frakcja Rewolucyjna) w latach 1906–1914, Warsaw.


[274] J. Kancewicz (1984): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna w latach 1892–1896, Warsaw.


[275] J. Kasprzakowa (1965): Ideologia i polityka PPS Lewicy w latach 1907–1914, Warsaw.


[276] K. Kawecka (1969): Niezależna Socjalistyczna Partia Pracy (1921–1937), Warsaw.


[277] E. Koko (1991): Wolni z wolnymi. PPS wobec kwestii ukraińskiej w latach 1918–1925, Gdańsk.


[278] A. Leinwand (1964): PPS wobec wojny polsko-radzieckiej 1919–1920, Warsaw; idem (1983): Poseł Herman Lieberman, Kraków.


[279] S. Michałowski (1994): Myśl polityczna Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej (1918–1939), Lublin.


[280] W. Najdus (1988): Ignacy Daszyński 1866–1936, Warsaw; idem (1992): Zygmunt Marek – prawnik i polityk 1872–1931, Warsaw.


[281] S. Nicieja (1986): Adam Próchnik. Historyk – polityk – publicysta, Warsaw.


[282] Z. Pawluczuk (1977): Spółdzielczość w myśli programowej i działalności polskiego ruchu robotniczego w latach 1892–1939, Toruń.


[283] A. Siwik (1998): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna na emigracji w latach 1945–1956, Kraków.


[284] W. Suleja (1988): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna 1892–1948. Zarys dziejów, Warsaw.


[285] M. Śliwa (1980): Myśl państwowa socjalistów polskich 1918–1921, Kraków; idem (1980): Myśl polityczna Mieczysława Niedziałkowskiego (1893–1940), Warsaw; idem (1981): Koncepcje drogi do socjalizmu Adama Próchnika, Studia Nauk Politycznych, no. 2; idem (1983): Kwestia narodowościowa w publicystyce i programach socjalistów polskich w okresie Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej, Dzieje Najnowsze, nos 1–2; idem (1983): Uwagi o recepcji austromarksizmu w polskiej myśli socjalistycznej, Z Pola Walki, nos 3-4; idem (1984): Recepcja “planu pracy” Hendrika de Mana w ruchu robotniczym w Polsce w latach 1930-tych, Ekonomista, no. 3; idem (1985): Koncepcje rozwiązania kwestii chłopskiej i rolnej w polskiej myśli socjalistycznej w okresie II Rzeczypospolitej, Studia Historyczne, no. 3; idem (1985): Koncepcje rozwiązania kwestii chłopskiej i rolnej w polskiej myśli socjalistycznej w okresie II Rzeczypospolitej, Studia Historyczne, no. 3; idem (1988): Polska myśl socjalistyczna (1918–1948), Wrocław; idem (1988): Feliks Perl, Warsaw; idem (1993): Myśl agrarna socjalistów polskich w XIX i XX wieku, Kraków; idem (1993): Zygmunt Żuławski. Zarys biografii, Kraków; idem (1993): Myśl agrarna socjalistów polskich w XIX i XX wieku, Kraków; Mieczysław Niedziałkowski o demokracji i parlamentaryzmie (1996): intr. and ed. idem, Warsaw; Ignacy Daszyński o państwie, demokracji i parlamentaryzmie (1997): intr. and ed. idem, Warsaw; idem (2000): Sylwetki polskich socjalistów. Studia i szkice, Kraków; idem (2002): Polscy socjaliści wobec procesu modernizacji społeczeństwa [in:] Społeczeństwo – państwo – modernizacja. Studia ofiarowane Januszowi Żarnowskiemu w siedemdziesiątą rocznicę urodzin, ed. W. Mędrecki, Warsaw.


[286] Polska lewica u progu XXI wieku (2008): ed. Ł. Tomczak, Wrocław.


[287] J. Tomicki (1968): Norbert Barlicki 1880–1941. Działalność polityczna, Warsaw; idem (1982): Lewica socjalistyczna w Polsce 1918–1939, Warsaw; idem (1983): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna 1892–1948, Warsaw; idem (1987): Wyobrażenia o socjalizmie w polskim ruchu robotniczym w dwudziestoleciu międzywojennym [in:] Wizja socjalizmu w Polsce do roku 1948, ed. idem, Warsaw.


[288] F. Tych (1974): Związek Robotników Polskich 1889–1892. Anatomia wczesnej organizacji robotniczej, Warsaw.


[289] A. Tymieniecka (1968): Polityka Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej w latach 1924–1928, Warsaw.


[290] A.A. Urbanowicz (2013): Uspołecznienie własności i wizja nowego ładu gospodarczego w polskiej myśli socjalistycznej (1918–1939), Gorzów Wielkopolski.


[291] K. Więch (1978): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna 1918–1921, Warsaw; idem (1987): PPS w pierwszych latach parlamentaryzmu 1921–1923, Warsaw.


[292] L. Ziaja (1974): PPS a polska polityka zagraniczna 1926–1939, Warsaw.


[293] A. Żarnowska (1965): Geneza Rozłamu w Polskiej Partii Socjalistycznej 1904–1906, Warsaw.


[294] J. Żarnowski (1965): Polska Partia Socjalistyczna 1935–1939, Warsaw.


[295] M. Żychowski (1971): Bolesław Limanowski 1835–1935, Warsaw; idem (1976): Polska myśl socjalistyczna XIX i XX w. (do 1918), Warsaw.


[296] H. Cimek (1989): Komuniści – Polska – Stalin, Warsaw; idem (1984): L. Kieszczeński, KPP 1918–1938, Warsaw; idem (1989): Komuniści a Polska 1918–1939, Warsaw; idem (1989): Poglądy KPP na kwestię narodową. Sprawa rozwiązania partii [in:] Tragedia KPP, ed. T. Maciszewski, Warsaw; idem (1993): Tomasz Dąbal 1890–1937, Rzeszów.


[297] A. Czubiński (1985): Komunistyczna Partia Polski (1918–1938), Warsaw.


[298] J. Kasprzakowa (1988): Maria Koszutska, Warsaw.


[299] B. Kolebacz (1984): Komunistyczna Partia Polski 1923–1929. Problemy ideologiczne, Warsaw.


[300] H. Malinowski (1964): Program i polityka rolna KPRP (1918–1923), Warsaw; idem (1963): Uwagi o programie rolnym KPP w latach 1922-1932 [in:] Najnowsze dzieje Polski 1914–1939, vol. 6.


[301] W. Najdus (1973): SDKPiL a SDPRR 1893-1907, Wrocław.


[302] S. Nicieja (1979): Julian Leszczyński-Leński, Warsaw.


[303] M. Orzechowski (1986): Naród – ojczyzna państwo w myśli politycznej Juliana Bruna Bronowicza, Warsaw; idem (1984): Rewolucja – Socjalizm – Tradycja. Przeszłość narodowa i tradycja w myśli politycznej rewolucyjnego nurtu polskiego ruchu robotniczego, Warsaw.


[304] I. Pawłowski (1964): Polityka i działalność wojskowa KPP 1918–1928, Warsaw.


[305] B. Radlak (1979): Socjaldemokracja Królestwa Polskiego i Litwy w latach 1893–1904, Warsaw.


[306] P. Samuś (1983): Edward Próchniak, Warsaw.


[307] K. Trembicka (1995): Między apologią a negacją. Studium myśli politycznej Komunistycznej Partii Polski w latach 1918-1932, Lublin; eadem, Mniejszości narodowe w myśli politycznej ruchu komunistycznego [in:] Mniejszości narodowe w polskiej myśli politycznej...; eadem, KPP wobec religii i Kościoła rzymskokatolickiego [in:] Religia i Kościół rzymskokatolicki w polskiej myśli politycznej 1919-1993...; eadem (2007): Między utopią a rzeczywistością. Myśl polityczna Komunistycznej Partii Polski (1918–1938), Lublin.


[308] F. Tych (1982): Socjalistyczna irredenta. Szkice z dziejów polskiego ruchu robotniczego pod zaborami, Kraków.


[309] N. Michta (1975): Julian Marchlewski. Polska – Naród – Socjalizm, Warsaw.


[310] A. Werblan (1988): Władysław Gomułka. Sekretarz generalny PPR, Warsaw.


[311] A. Szkurłat (2012): Secesja. Przewodnik dla kolekcjonerów, Warsaw, pp. 102–103.


[312] I. Huml (1978): Polska sztuka stosowana XX wieku, Warsaw, p. 9.


[313] C.K. Norwid (1989): Promethidion, Rzecz w dwóch dialogach z epilogiem, Warsaw, p. 111.


[314] I.Huml, Polska sztuka.... pp. 11–15.


[315] S. Witkiewicz (1911): Styl zakopiański, Zeszyt 1 – Pokój Jadalny, Lviv 1904., Zeszyt 2 – Ciesielstwo, Lviv.


[316] Polskie życie artystyczne w latach 1890-1914 (1967): (ed.) A. Wojciechowski, Wrocław–Warsaw-Kraków, pp. 189–192.


[317] A. Sieradzka (1996): Stanisław Wyspiański jako prekursor stylu Art Dèco w polskim przemyśle artystycznym [in:] Rzemiosło artystyczne, Materiały Sesji Oddziału Warszawskiego Stowarzyszenia Historyków Sztuki, (ed.) R. Bobrow, Warszawa, pp. 131–143.


[318] A. Sieradzka, Art dèco w Polsce... pp. 182–183.


[319] A. Kostrzyńska – Miłosz, op. cit., pp. 23–24.


[320] A. Sieradzka, Stanisław Wyspiański jako..., pp. 131–143.


[321] A. Sieradzka, Art dèco w Polsce... p. 184.


[322] Polskie życie artystyczne w latach 1890–1914, op. cit., p. 189.


[323] The creation of the Workshops was preceded by a two-year activity of the Architecture, Sculpting, Painting and Craftsmanship Union (ARMiR). The purpose of the union was to dedicate own efforts mainly to interior architecture and decorative art. Most of ARMiR members went on to Kraków Workshops.


[324] A. Sieradzka, Art dèco w Polsce.... pp. 184–190.


[325] I. Huml, Warsztaty Krakowskie, [in:] Polskie życie artystyczne w latach 1890-1914, op. cit. p. 197. 


[326] A. Kostrzyńska-Miłosz, op. cit. pp. 28–32.


[327] I. Huml (1973): Warsztaty Krakowskie, Wrocław–Warsaw–Karków, pp. 50–52.


[328] W. Jastrzębowski (1952): Geneza, program i wyniki działalności „Warsztatów Krakowskich” i „ŁADu”, „Polska Sztuka Ludowa”, Y. VI, no 1, pp. 13–22.


[329] S. Szenic (1955): Najstarszy szlak Warszawy, Warsaw, p. 210.


[330] https://zacheta.art.pl/pl/o-nas/historia, access on 02.07.2018 r.


[331] M. Eckert (1990): Historia Polski 1914–1939, Warsaw, pp. 122–124.


[332] I. Huml, Warsztaty Krakowskie.... pp. 98–105.


[333] A.M. Drexlerowa, A.K. Olszewski, op. cit., pp. 199–205.


[334] I. Huml, Warsztaty Krakowskie.... pp. 103–104.


[335] A. Wojciechowski (1955): O sztuce użytkowej i użytecznej, Warsaw, pp. 53–55.


[336] Przewodnik po Wystawie (1929): Poznań. 


[337] Dział Sztuki: Powszechna Wystawa Krajowa (1929): Poznań.


[338] I. Huml (1983): Spółdzielnia Artystów „Ład” twórcą polskiego wnętrza w stylu art dèco [in:] W kręgu sztuki śląskiej pierwszej połowy XX wieku, (ed.) Z. Świechowski, Wrocław, pp. 117–132.


[339] K. Piwocki (1965): Historia Akademii Sztuk Pięknych w Warszawie 1904–1964, Warsaw, pp. 45–68.


[340] K. Piwocki, op. cit., pp. 58–60.



.

[image: cover4]











OPS/images/logo1.jpg
NATOLIN EUROPEAN CENTRE





OPS/images/loga.jpg
Ministry of Science
and Higher Education

Republicof Polend

fg EPTW 5 DIALOG () \N








OPS/images/cover_image.jpg
2 GEOPOLITICAL [:l]N[I[I‘IS HNI] l}IllTIlH[

IN THE 20% CENTURY

PRZEMYSEAW WAINGERTNER (ed.










OPS/images/tytul.jpg
PULAALD T EEHERAL
UL EARSUEAY R

- GEOPOLITIGAL GONGERTS AND GULTURE
N THE 20" CENTURY

SATEOF ART
COMPENDIUM

PRZEMYSEAW WAINGERTNER (ED.)

Warsaw 2020











OPS/images/cover4.jpg





